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A Christmas we will never forget……..
Christmas has always featured large on the horizon of each year. It’s always a special time for togetherness
among families and friends, a time for celebration. People go to great lengths to be with others at this time of
year. Airports and ferry ports are usually buzzing with those returning home. Our churches are usually
packed to the rafters for Christmas, there’s something about the feast that impels us to come together.
Christmas 2020 will however be very different. The restrictions of the pandemic have curtailed all our
celebrations and the church is no exception. St. Mary’s is restricted to a congregation of just 69 people, one
‘pod’ of 50 and one of 19, this is possible where ‘pods’ have no interaction and people enter and exit by
separate doors. The latest regulations stipulate that there must be a one hour interval between the end of on
Mass and the commencement of the next which has necessitated a change in Mass times.

St. Mary’s – Christmas Masses
As it will not be possible to accommodate the usual numbers we have decided that the only fair way of
allocating places is by a Lottery. You can either fill in the forms available in the porch of the Church or enter
your details on the parish website: www.lucanparish.com
Please note that it is not possible to specify a particular Mass when entering the draw – just the preferred day.
Tickets will be required for the three Vigil Masses on Christmas Eve 5:00 pm, 7:00 pm & 9:00 pm, for the
Christmas Day Masses 7:00 am, 9:00 am & 11:00 am, and for the two morning Masses on St. Stephen’s
Day at 10:00 am & 12:00 noon.
CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRY TO THE DRAW IS WEDNESDAY 16TH Dec.
PLEASE DO NOT COME FOR MASS ON Christmas Eve, Christmas Day or St. Stephen’s Day without a
ticket, as admission will not be possible.

Holy Communion for all……
For those unable to attend Mass on Christmas Day there will be the
opportunity to receive Holy Communion.
We encourage you to watch the Mass online, and after the 11:00 am
Mass on Christmas Day at 11;50 am Holy Communion will be
available in the Church until 1:30 pm Entry will be from the rear
door in the back car park, and exit by the main porch ay the side.
The Crib will be outdoors, to facilitate a visit when people have
received.
These arrangements are by no means ideal but we are doing what seems best in the circumstances and we
rely on your good will and understanding.
Philip Curran
St. Mary’s Lucan

Lucan Citizens Information Centre
www.citizensinformation.ie
COVID-19 19 has changed the
service we offer to the public.
Our drop-in service is not
currently available, but we are taking phone calls,
answering emails, and providing a call back
service. Essential appointments are also available
but currently we are carrying appointments out
from our Ballyfermot CIC.
Call us on 0761 07 5090, leave a message with
your name and number and we will get an
Information Officer to return your call within 2
working days.
Or you can email your query to us at
dscis@citinfo.ie and someone will reply.

While you may not be able to see a counsellor
face to face, you can access many mental health
services online, over the phone and by text. These
include:
Samaritans: If you are in distress or struggling to
cope: Free-phone 116 123 (any time, day or night)
Email jo@samaritans.ie (for a response within 24
hours)
Pieta House: If you are suicidal or engaging in
self-harm:
Free-phone 1800 247 247 (any time, day or night)
Text HELP to 51444 (standard rates apply)
Aware: If you need support with your own mood
or the mood of a friend or family member:
Free-phone 1800 80 48 48 (from 10am to 10pm
daily). Email supportmail@aware.ie for a
response within 24 hours.
Crisis Text Line Ireland: If you need
confidential messaging support at any time, day
or night: Text TALK to 086 1800 280 (standard
rates may apply). The HSE has a full list of
online, phone and text mental health services.
You should try to keep in touch with friends and
family through phone calls, video calls or texts
with friends. Social media can also be useful for
keeping in touch during the emergency period.
However, if you feel as if social media is adding
to your worries, consider taking a break from it.
Resources for exercising at home
If you would like to do some exercise at home,
there are many resources to help.

MABS
The Money Advice and Budgeting Service is the
State’s money advice service, guiding people
through dealing with problem debt for over
twenty years. MABS Clondalkin phone 0761 07
2270 or email clondalkin@mabs.ie

Mental Health Services
You may feel mixed emotions during COVID-19.
This is a challenging time, and feelings of stress,
anxiety and worry are normal. Your mental health
is just as important as your physical health, and it
is important you look after it during this time.
If you need to talk to someone urgently, you can
call Samaritans at any time for free on 116 123.

Age & Opportunity broadcasts a series of 15minute seated exercise sessions for older adults
online. You can watch the exercise sessions live
on Facebook at 11am on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays. You can also watch previous
sessions on YouTube.
Cara Centre has also put together a series of 10minute circuits that can be done at home or in
your garden. The series includes adapted
exercises for wheelchair users or people with
reduced mobility. You can access these exercises
every week.
Triathlon Ireland has shared a selection of athome workout videos too. While you might not be
able to swim, bike or run, the videos include athome strength sessions and nutrition advice. You
can watch the exercise sessions on YouTube.
You can find more exercise resources on the
Sport Ireland website.

Kindness ……
Many thanks to the kind lady who found my
wallet at Lidl Shackleton and returned it in person
to my neighbour in Cherbury Park while I was out
trying to retrace my steps. All within a half hour!

PLEASE NOTE:
We are NOT operating from the Newsletter
Office at the moment, but leave your ads,
queries or notices in the letter box at St. Mary’s
Parish Centre, before 10pm on Wednesday
night, and we’ll collect and look after them.

Thankfully address details are included in driving
licenses!
DC

Alternately email any of the following:
marylucannewsletter@gmail.com
annalucannewsletter@gmail.com
roselucannewsletter@gmail.com
catherinelucannewsletter@gmail.com

Our Christmas Issue
Next Sunday, 20th
December, will see our
Christmas Edition.
The first issue for 2021, will be for
January, 10th!

Lucan Goal Mile
Unfortunately, due to
Covid-19 restrictions,
we are unable to host
our Annual Goal Mile
this year. Not to
disappoint those who
support or wish to
contribute, this year’s
event has gone
VIRTUAL.
Full information regarding sign up and pack
registration is available on www.goalmile.org
So why not commit now and encourage your
family and friends, or work mates to ‘walk, jog or
run’ (safely), one mile over the Christmas period!
Remember: www.goalmile.org for 3 early steps
to register, share and complete your mile.
Thank for your support and generosity to the
Lucan Goal Mile since 2002.
Gerard Martin

A limited number of copies of
St. Mary’s Camera Soiree 2021 Calendar
are available for sale in the Parish Office.
Price €10 each.
All proceeds from the sale of the calendars
will be donated to the local conference of
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Woodville Downs Residents Assoc.
incl Esker Lane
N4 slip road/ BusConnects
Last few days to submit objection to proposed
merging of lanes on Woodies bridge with
resultant gridlock, difficulty exiting estates,
school travel delays etc. with risk of later closure
of right turn onto N4. We have a chance now to
express concern by Wed Dec 16th.
Even if you can state the above in submission by
email to cbc@busconnects.ie with “Lucan to city
centre route” as subject line
or post to
BusConnects, National Transport Authority,
Harcourt Lane, D02WT20

Lost
Hearing Aid in the vicinity of St. Joseph’s
School and St. Mary’s Church on Saturday,
December 5th.
Please contact: 087-7727096

Parish Notes

Divine Mercy, Lucan South

St Mary’s, Lucan

Sunday Masses:
Saturday Vigil 6.30pm,
Sunday 10:30am and 12.15pm

www.lucansouthparish.net

www.lucanparish.com
Change to Sunday Mass Times
In order to comply with the governement
guidelines to allow 1 hour between the end of one
Mass and the commencement of the next – to
allow for ventilation and sanitisation Sunday Mass times have been changed.
Saturday Vigil: 6.30pm
Sunday Masses: 7.30am, 9am, 11am, 1pm and
7pm
Masses will continue to be available on the
webcam at www.lucanparish.com
Weekday Masses:
Monday to Saturday:10am

Weekday Mass:
Monday to Friday 9:15am. Saturday 10am.
Weekday Mass:
Monday to Friday 9:15am, Saturday 10am.
All Masses will be on a first come, first served
basis to a maximum capacity of 50.
All Masses will be livestreamed on
www.lucansouthparish.net
See www.lucansouthparish.net for details of
Christmas Arrangements
Private Prayer:
The Faustina Chapel is open for private prayer
from 10am to 12 noon Monday to Friday.
Please remember to sanitise your hands when you
enter and wear a face covering if you would like
to visit the Church so it can remain a safe space
for everyone.

Christmas Arrangements
See front page.
The Crib will be outside this
year to facilitate a visit without
crowding.
Praying With Scripture:
Praying with scripture is now on zoom.
If interested contact Cheryl Murphy at
086 834 3754 to register.
Private Prayer:
The church will be open daily from 10.30am to
6pm – Monday to Saturday (funerals
permitting) and noon to 6pm on Sundays for
private prayer. Please ensure social distancing
when visiting the church and use hand sanitizers
provided when entering and leaving.
Deepest sympathy to the family and
friends of Joan Dempsey, Lucan Lodge
and to the husband, family and friends of
Maureen Egan, Lucan Heights.
May they rest in peace.
Church Art Calendar:
Available in the Parish Centre. Parish Office is
open: Mon, Tues, Wed and Fri. From 9.30am to
1pm. Cost €2.
Please ring door bell.

St Vincent De Paul
Annual Christmas Appeal at all Masses this weekend.
Envelopes are available in Church Porches for those who are unable to attend Mass.

St. Patrick’s
Esker/Dodsboro/Adamstown
www.stpatrickslucan.ie
Sunday Masses: Vigil Saturday 7pm,
9am 10.30am Family Mass and 12 noon.
Weekday Masses: Monday to Friday at 10am.
All Masses are now streamed live on the Parish
Utube channel and 50 people can attend (on a
first come, first served basis) during level 3
measures. The 10.30am Sunday Family Mass
will continue to be only live
streamed.

Advent:
We would like to invite you
to deepen your own prayer life during this
wonderful season of Advent by participating, if
you can, on our website on: Wednesdays at
10.30am
Wednesday 16th Dec: Advent Prayer Service
Wednesday 23rd Dec: Advent Prayer Service
Airports are going to be quite different this
Christmas. I am sure, like me, your heart is
always warmed watching the TV news of people
disembarking at airports in the days before
Christmas, waiting for loved ones to arrive from a
flight. They are excited, eager for the first
appearance of a familiar face, ready with the
broad smile of greeting to embrace the returning
traveller. This year there will not be too many
expectant faces or warm embraces.
Advent is waiting for the birth of Jesus, but we
are waiting each year for someone who is already
here. However, we are not static people, we are
dynamic by nature, always changing, forever
new. Into the various stages of our lives we need
God our saviour. Our world needs the child of
peace to be born in our wars, in our
confrontations and in our aggression.
We too wait for the Lord’s coming with eagerness
because we long for his presence. A central
theme of Advent is hope; not hope “that” but
hope “in”. It is not a hope that our desires will be
fulfilled but a hope in Jesus who is the foundation
of all hope. His birth on Christmas morn' is not
only the fulfilment of all our dreams but the
fulfilment of salvation history.
Maranatha, Come Lord Jesus.
Services will remain online to be viewed at your
convenience.
Private Prayer: Church is open for private
prayer, weekdays 10 am to 12 noon. Access
through pastoral door at far side of the Church.

CHRISTMAS TIMETABLE 2020
Clearly it will be impossible for our
usual large congregations to
assemble for Mass on Christmas Eve
or Christmas Day. We wish to
remind our Parishioners that the obligation to
attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days remains
suspended during the pandemic. As per the
Current Level 3 Restrictions attendance at Mass is
confined to 50 (including Priest, Musician and
Cantor).
We will be holding a lottery for 45 tickets for
each of the Christmas Masses in the Church. You
can apply online (www.stpatrickslucan.ie) or to
the Parish Office (01) 6281018 before 2pm on
the 18th December. Those successful will be
contacted on the 19th December.
There will be speakers in the school car park at
the 12 noon masses, which will allow
Parishioners to hear Mass or log onto the website
and receive Holy Communion from their cars.
Christmas Masses will also be available on our
webcam and we strongly encourage families to
join us from their living rooms to celebrate the
birth of Jesus.
Christmas Eve: 10am.
Christmas Eve: 6 p.m.: Children’s Family Mass
Online - Away in a Manger
Families are invited to join us online for
Christmas Mass which will tell the story of Jesus’
birth and sing Christmas Carols. It will be a
reflection and celebration of the story of the first
Christmas.
Christmas Eve: Vigil Mass at 7 p.m.
Christmas Day Masses: 9.00 a.m., 10.30 a.m.
(Family Mass Online) and 12 noon
St Stephen’s Day: 10.00 a.m. and 12 noon
No Vigil Mass
ALL DETAILS AT: www.stpatrickslucan.ie
The parish team wish all our parishioners every
blessing and happiness for Christmas and the New
Year.

Message from Archbishop
Diarmuid Martin
Archbishop Diarmuid Martin has suggested that
families look at visiting the Church crib /
attending Mass during the 12 days of
Christmas rather than focusing just on the 24th
and 25th. He also reminds us “The Sunday
obligation remains suspended and no one should
feel forced to attend Mass if they feel unsure of
the risk involved for them or for others.”

MAUREEN EGAN R.I.P.
The team at Lucan Newsletter were
saddened to learn of the death of
Maureen Egan, on 9th December.
For many years, Maureen looked after
the Friday Collating and Distribution Team, and
was a very popular lady among all the teenager
helpers of the day.
We extend our deepest sympathy to her husband,
Mick, and to sons, Micheál, Leo and John, and the
extended family and friends.
“Suaimhneas síoraí dá hanam dílis”

Anniversaries
DAWSON (JOE)
37th Anniversary – 13th December
DAWSON (NANCY)
11th Anniversary – 16th December
We remember and cherish
The very happy times together
Loving thoughts of them
At this time and forever.
Janet, Lorraine and family
FLYNN (VINCENT)
15th Anniversary – 14th December
In loving memory of a dear husband and father.
Each of us in our own way
Have special thoughts of you today.
Sadly missed by all your family
GREENE (TERESA – TEASIE)
13th Anniversary – 19th December
In Loving Memory of Teresa (Teasie)
Also remembering Bill who died
6th November 2004.
Late of Finnstown, Lucan.
Gone from us but leaving memories
Death can never take away
Memories that will always linger
While upon this earth we stay.
Always remembered by their loving family
O’BRIEN (MARY)
3rd Anniversary – 14th December
Mam,
You are always in our hearts
Because in there you live on.
Missed every day, Roy, Elaine, Sam, Mya, Layla,
Noah and Isaac

O’BRIEN (MARY)
3rd Anniversary – 14th December
Third anniversary of my loving wife Mary.
Late AGP Lucan.
December is here with sad regrets
The day, the month we won’t forget
Quickly and sadly came the call
Without a farewell, you left us all.
Your loving husband Martin
O’BRIEN (MARY)
Nanny,
A smile can hide the sadness
A tear can be wiped away
But the heartache of losing you
Will never go away.
From your grandchildren and great grandson,
Sonny
O’BRIEN (MARY)
Mam,
Midnight stars are shining
On a grave not far away
Where I laid my loving other
Three years ago today
There is a gift in life
It’s precious and rare
It’s the love that mother and daughter shared
Although I cannot see you mam
You are with me night and day
I hope that God will let you know
How lonely life is without you mam
And how we miss you so deeply.
Love Tracey and Ian
O’BRIEN (MARY)
3rd Anniversary – 14th December
We miss you.
A little too much
A little too often
And a little bit more
Every day.
From your loving son Darren, daughter-in-law
Olive and grandchildren Elliot and Isabelle
O’BRIEN (MARY)
Mam,
To us you were a special mam
What more is there to say
But to wish with all our heart
That you were here today.
Love Mark and Regina

Anniversaries
O’BRIEN (MARY)
3rd Anniversary – 14th December
Death leaves a heartache
That no one can heal
Love leaves a memory
That no one can steal
Love and miss you so much Mary
Sleep tight kiddo.
Phyllis xx

Birthday Remembrance
MORRIS (JENNIE)
98th Birthday – 13th December
3rd away from home.
Mother,
Sending birthday wishes on the wings of a dove
To our wonderful mother in Heaven above
Tonight we will have a glass of Baileys
And we will light some candles too
As we remember all the happy birthdays
That we shared with you
Happy 98th Birthday Mother.
Love always your daughter Jane, son-in-law
Dessie, sons Billy, Harry, Joseph and Jerry
MORRIS (JENNIE)
98th Birthday – 13th December
3rd away from home.
Nanny,
We smile when we see rainbows
It reminds us of your glow
The turquoise of your own birth sign
In the sky and sea below
We think of you in colour
Of sparkles and royal blue
And every thought a happy one
Of the nanny we all knew
Happy Heavenly Birthday Nanny love always
your grandchildren Karen, Lisa, Kevin, Breda,
Andy and Rachel x
Granny Bus,
If we could send a special gift
To Great Granny in the sky.
It would be the bus to bring you home
So we'd never have to say goodbye.
Happy 98th Birthday Granny Bus from your
great grandchildren, Laurajane, Nikki, Daniel,
Kelsie and Craig x

Thank You and Goodbye
After 43 years living in Lucan, I never thought I
would have to say goodbye to the place I love so
well. St Mary’s Parish is especially dear to me –
it is the church were my husband and myself were
married, where our two kids were baptised and
where I was welcome as a Filipino. It is also the
place where I got the opportunity to
share myself and be of service to
others.
Thank you so very much.
To all my friends and neighbours in Esker Lawns
who were supportive, kind and generous to us
through the years. We will cherish all these
memories in our hearts as I live the next stage of
my life in Galway.
God bless you all till we meet again.
Vising Kennedy

Christmas Cards
Available from
St Mary’s Parish Centre:
Open: 9.30am - 12.30pm.
Please ring door bell.
Christmas Novena Mass Cards
Christmas Mass Bouquet
Charity Cards in aid of
Peter McVerry Trust
Pack of 10 - €5
Nagahope Christmas Cards
(€5 – pack of 12) Six beautiful designs
Also available from 191 Beech Park or
contact 087-0666891

The Herod Virus
Jesus, Mary, Joseph.
To escape the wrath of Herod,
you isolated yourselves in Egypt,
far from the support of family and friends.
We, too, are separated from many loved ones.
Our “Herod” is a virus putting all at risk.
Border closures prevent travel,
making reunion impossible.
You know the anguish of separation and
how the unknown gives birth to fear.
Strengthen the aroha(love) that binds us,
the wairua(spirit) that holds us close.
Gentle us in this time of uncertainty
to believe, to trust, to hope. Amen.
[Matthew 2:13-15]
Fr Jim Lyons

Festive Flowers
Festive Flowers demonstration night has
always marked the start of the Christmas
season for many.
We are all looking forward to welcoming
our families, especially grandchildren this
Christmas. With this in mind we made up
some arrangements to inspire you.

The Santa and Snowman arrangements were
designed for the children. We used twigs, foliage and
Christmas decorations – anything goes! In the floral
arrangements we used roses, baby carnations, a few
berries and baubles.

We also made a
Table Centre and
some individual
arrangements –
yogurt jars and
Santa boot, using
roses, gerbera,
baubles and LED
tree.

A special thank you to Pat and Moira for their help
and support.
We wish you all a Happy and Safe Christmas
Geraldine and Committee (Senior Citizens).

CHOOL
NEWS
Lucan Community College
Movember Teachers: Congratulations to the Mo
Bro Teachers at LCC who raised a whopping
€3,156 for men's health. They would like to thank
everyone for their generosity.

M R. O FLYNN, MR. M ACGRIANRA, MR.
M CM AHON, M R. CALLAGHAN AND THANKS TO
M R FOLEY FOR ORGANISING.
MO BROS.
Language and literacy award: Huge
congratulations to Arthur Almeida, 2nd Year
Class Gonzalez, who received a certificate of
achievement from the DDLETB in recognition of
his effort and improvement in language and
literacy skills over the school lockdown period.
Arthur is a very dedicated and hard-working
student. Well done.
Mr. Callahan
Texaco Art Award: Congratulations to Éabha
Mc Nally from 2nd Yr. who was awarded a
certificate of commendation from the celebrated
Texaco national art competition. Well done.
Ms. S. Gallaher

Before the pandemic everything was good,
Studying and Learning as we should.
The schools were shut when it arrived,
The state exams were left behind.
We started lockdown, it was a bummer,
At least we could look forward to summer.
Lockdown was lifted, things were great,
Meeting friends and family once again.
But cases rose and things turned sour,
Another lockdown arranged within hours,
As we wait for the vaccination,
We must stay calm and remain patient.
This battle will eventually be won,
And we will remember everyone,
From frontline workers to people who have
died,
We will help everyone worldwide.
By Keelah Sisk, Class Gandon
(Poem completed during poetry workshop)

St. Thomas’ JNS Esker
Admissions 2021

The enrolment process for Junior
Infants for the school year September
2021/2022 is now open.
The closing date is 29/1/2021.
The application form can be downloaded
on our website at www.stthomasjns.com
For further information please contact 016282691 or email info@stthomasjns.com

A fantastic group of TY students are planning a
non-uniform day next Friday 11th! It’s a festive
theme and all proceeds will go to the Crumlin
Children's hospital. Please support.
But remember don't eat the decorations... yule get
Tinselitis!!!!

Coláiste Phádraig CBS
Awards: Well done to Seán Wright from 3
Leinster who won the Mark O’ Neill Student of
the Month Award for November in recognition of
his outstanding application in every class,
impeccable manners and positive attitude to
school. Seán is a very ambitious, diligent and
attentive student who always gives of his best and
his teachers were all in agreement that he is a very
worthy winner of this prestigious monthly award.
Congratulations to 2nd yr Luke Cleary who won
the Sports Star of the Month Award. Luke has
impressed Mr. Phelan and Mr. O’ Brien with his
enthusiasm, commitment and excellent manners
in PE this year. He participates in every activity
organised with passion, energy and a sense of fun
despite the current restrictions that are in place.
Comhghairdeas freisin le Michael O’ Brien ón
rang 1Behan a bhuaigh an gradam Gaeilgeoir na
Míosa mar gheall ar an sár-iarracht a
dhéanann sé an Ghaeilge a labhairt agus an
sár-obair atá déanta aige sa rang Gaeilge.
D’fhreastail Michéal ar Ghaelscoil anseo i
Leamhcán agus mar sin tá Gaeilge
labhartha an-mhaith aige. Tá sé fíorpaiseanta faoin nGaeilge agus is léir go
bhfuil grá aige don teanga. Mar a deir an
seanfhocal “Beatha teanga í a labhairt” (A
language lives through being spoken)
The three winners each received a 20euro
voucher as well as a framed certificate to
recognise their impressive achievements.
Well done also to each of the 18 class tutor
student of the month winners for November who
each received 5euro vouchers, sponsored by
Lunch Bag, from the principal this week, in
recognition of their excellent behaviour and
application in class through the month.
Art: Congratulations to Noah Carroll from
1Beckett who won the Artist of the Month
Award for November 2020. This award has been
introduced this year to acknowledge and celebrate
the outstanding talent and creativity of the many
budding young artists in our school. Noah decided
to choose Visual Art after sampling all six subject
options for 1st year during the 6 week Subject
Tasters module before the Midterm Break in
October as he felt that the subject would nurture
his creative side. Well, since joining Visual Art
Noah has shown a great natural ability for the
subject and greatly impressed his Art teacher Ms.
Ryan.
There are two 1st yr Art classes this year such is
the popularity of the subject and both classes are
currently learning and practicing the Art elements
also known as ‘the building blocks of Art’. Noah
produced a wonderful piece of work which shows

a great understanding of colour and tonal mixing.
This piece of work was developed to incorporate
Line, Tone, Form and Colour with an emphasis
on typography and drop shadow. Noah’s work
was a beautifully designed composition that
marks him out as a very promising young artist
with an immense talent for Visual Art.
5th yr Taaseen Kalam recently took part in a
competition to design a logo for a new online
company called Eccounts. Taaseen, with the
encouragement and support of Ms. Ryan, decided
to enter the competition and he took on the
project in a very professional and determined
manner. Tasseen’s superb logo was selected out
of hundreds of others and the company paid
Taaseen for his work and received the design on a
canvas. This logo design will be used by this
business company going forward on all their
stationery and website.

Noah Carroll and Tasseen Kalam
Transition Year: Our TY students enjoyed their
walking trip around the wooded areas and scenic
waterways of St. Catherine’s Park last
Wednesday, the 1st time they have left the school
since the level 5 restrictions were imposed in late
October. It was a big relief for them to get some
outdoor exercise and breathe in the crisp
December air as they have been extremely busy
with various indoor projects and activities in
recent weeks.
Their sponsored Silence Day, in aid of
Marymount Care Centre, was held on Monday
and it was a novel and fun experience for all
concerned! The students used some of the PECS
non-verbal universal techniques that are used with
young people on the Autism Spectrum to
communicate on the day while raising a further
200euro for their fundraising drive.
Soccer: Congratulations to former pupil Andy
Boyle on his success in winning the FAI Cup with
Dundalk on Sunday as they defeated Shamrock
Rovers 4-2 aet. Andy captained the school’s u16
team to Leinster Cup success in 2007 and we
have followed his career with interest since then.

St Joseph’s College
A huge congratulations to our own Michael
Smyth who was presented with a beautiful
Concern Debates Award on Tuesday for his
dedication & many years involvement in Concern
Debating and Judging! Well done Mr. Smyth,
we're very proud of you!!

Our Transition Year students participated in a
forensic workshop this week, looking at the
assassination of JFK with ‘Forensicfun’ and Pat
Moylan.

Examining the evidence with ‘Forensicfun’
We are looking for volunteers to speak online
about their career to our students, as part of a
Careers Education Series. The online talks would
take place in the evening at a time that suited the

speaker, for about 30 minutes. If anybody would
be willing to participate, could you please contact
our Parents' Association at stjoeyspa@gmail.com
for further details. Thank you!
Joey’s Tidy Towns Calendar 2021: St. Joseph’s
College 45 Tidy Towns students have been very
busy this year, out & about around Lucan village,
litter-picking, gathering leaves, trimming hedges
and enhancing the outdoor areas of the school.
They recently decided to showcase the beauty &
natural features of Lucan and surrounding areas
by creating two calendars of photos, taken by the
students themselves. We will be selling the St.
Joseph’s College Tidy Towns 2021 Calendars for
€10.00 from Tuesday, 15th December from the
school Front Office. Proceeds from the sale of
each calendar (approx. €5.00) will go to the Local
Branch of St. Vincent de Paul. Contact the school
on 01-6281160 to order a calendar for a very
worthy cause. Many thanks to the students for all
their efforts.

A reminder that our Parents' Association is
holding a Monster Raffle draw on the 17th of
December. There are wonderful prizes and all of
the funds raised will be spent on student projects.
Our Parents’ Association have worked very hard
to make this a great success and all support would
be very much appreciated. Details of the Raffle
and prizes can be found on our Website or email
stjoeyspa@gmail.com
Ms Kearney would like to express her gratitude to
the many people who have donated their Stamps
to her over the years. The stamps are given to the
Irish Peatland Conservation Council, who sell
them to collectors and great work has and is being
done with the funds raised to support our boglands and to help preserve and conserve this
unique habitat and its flora and fauna. Ms
Kearney has been supporting this cause for many
years and anybody wishing to donate their stamps
to her can drop them into our school reception.
Thank you!
School website https://stjosephslucan.com
Follow us on Twitter: @STJosephs3

Lucan Library
Wreath Making Workshop with Aoife Munn
Thursday 17th December, 5:00pm - 6:00pm
Enjoy an evening of relaxing Scandinavian
wreath making with Aoife Munn. You will need a
roll or two of craft wire (Tiger has it), a piece of
dogwood, (red sticks you see in hedgerows, get a
nice long flexible one) and a shopping bag of
foliage.
The foliage should be items that don't wilt too
quickly including any off cuts from your
Christmas Tree and some berries if you can get
them. You do not need an oasis for this.
The following video has all of the information on
where to get everything and what works best for
the wreath making for foliage: https://we.tl/t2UiBLmjkF7
This is a Family Time at Your Library Event.
Please note: A valid email address is required to
register for this event as the Zoom links to this
event will be emailed to the supplied address by
the facilitator. Only one ticket is required per
device. Booking
via https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/family-time-atyour-library-wreath-making-workshop-withaoife-munn-tickets-132227466913
Christmas Crafts for Younger Children
Saturday 19th December, 2:00pm - 3:00pm
Fun Christmas crafts for younger children. Create
your own special Christmas Angels, 3D
Christmas trees and special Christmas Baubles to
make your home Christmas ready.
This workshop is suitable for children under 7
years old. Packs for the workshop will be
available to pick up from Lucan Library from
Thursday 10th December.
This is a Family Time at Your Library Event.
Please note: A valid email address is required to
register for this event as the Zoom links to this
event will be emailed to the supplied address by
the facilitator. Only one ticket is required per
device. Booking from
via https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/family-time-atyour-library-christmas-crafts-for-youngerchildren-tickets-132235085701
Christmas Crafts for Older Children
Saturday 19th December, 4:00pm - 5:00pm
Christmas crafts for older children. Create your
own magical Christmas Baubles to hang on the
tree or make bunting with. Each one special and
unique. Make great Christmas spinners for the
Christmas tree and pop out stars to make
Christmas cards that stand out from the crowd.
This workshop is suitable for children aged 7+.

Packs for the workshop will be available to pick
up from Lucan Library from Thursday 10th
December. This is a Family Time at Your Library
Event. Please note: A valid email address is
required to register for this event as the Zoom
links to this event will be emailed to the supplied
address by the facilitator.
Only one ticket is required per device.
Booking via https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/familytime-at-your-library-christmas-crafts-for-olderchildren-tickets-132235551093
I’m Fine!: An Online Interactive Talk by
Author and Motivational Speaker, Enda
O’Doherty. Wednesday 13th January, 7:00pm –
8:00pm. Enda brings us on a journey from his
youth and alcohol-soaked adulthood, through the
birth of Enda 2.0 – sober and with a passion for
helping others – to his new life as an endurance
athlete and inspirational motivational
speaker. Enda is driven by fierce energy and
passion, to inspire people to achieve the best they
can in a sporting, business, professional or
educational field. His passion comes from
energising audiences with stories of his physical
and mental challenges that set him out on a
journey of self-discovery.
Please note: A valid email address is required to
register for this event as the Zoom links to this
event will be emailed to the supplied address by
the facilitator. Only one ticket is required per
device. Booking from Monday 4th January,
10:00am, via http://lucanlibrarydublin.eventbrite.
com05
North Clondalkin Library. South Dublin
Libraries is delighted to announce that NCL
(North Clondalkin Library) is now open to the
public! The library opened its doors to the public
on Tuesday 1st December and is operating on
full-time hours. The library is bright and spacious
inside and also boasts two outdoor gardens for
patrons. Please do visit our state-of-the-art new
library, which includes a lecture hall, an
exhibition space, a digital training suite as well as
a smaller meeting room. Facilities include easyto-use self-service units which should reduce
queuing time. The new library offers extensive
seating and a large study area, an Internet cafe, as
well as printing and photocopying facilities, adult
tablets and free Wi-Fi available throughout the
building. Later in the year, NCL will open a
Creative Studio where music recordings and
podcasting sessions can take place.
The library is available for group bookings,
Monday mornings from 11:00am - 12:00pm. To
avail of this service, phone the library at 014149269 or email: ncl@sdublincoco.ie

It’s beginning to look a lot
like Christmas ….
One with a difference!
May we remind you again that
next Sunday’s issue, 20th
December, will be our
Christmas issue.
The creativity this season is
wonderful everywhere. It’s no harm that we have
to put a bit of effort in to celebrate the feast. It is
making us stop and think a lot!
Up the Dubs!
Who would have thought that we’d be watching
our beloved Dubs in Croker on Saturday last!
Both teams, Cavan as well, are to be commended
for an entertaining display. Roll on next week
when hopefully the Dubs will make it 6 in a row!
And of course, we will be cheering on the Dubs
Ladies, and Dubs Under 20s next weekend also.

MATTERS BIBLICAL OR
ASTRONOMICAL?
Looking low in the south after sunset these
clear frosty evenings one can see two planets.
The brighter of the two is JUPITER and the
dimmer one is SATURN.
From our prospective on earth
these two heavenly bodies are
moving closer although they are
actually millions of miles apart.
They appear closest on
December 21 next.
It is alleged that it was the
conjunction (meeting) of these
two planets in 7BC that the Magi observed and
now referred as The Star of Bethlehem
heralding the birth of Jesus

Michael B.

Magical Sky over Lucan on Tuesday moring last!

Morning Blessing us with time and space to be
attentive to all that is new
Blessing us with time and space to look,
listen, see, hear
Blessing us to become aware this new day
Sr Stan

Great display of lights at Weston Crescent, all in
aid of Temple St. Childrens Hospital.
Don’t miss them!

Happy Birthday
to Conor who will be 10 on 13th
December and to Eoghan who
will be 7 on 17th December.
Lots of love Nanny and Granddad Cummins

favourite club. The App will be handy too when it
comes time to renew your membership, buy event
tickets (when we are able to run them again) and
to keep up to date with the latest Lucan Sarsfields
GAA Club news.
Come On You Boys In Blue!! The Dublin Senior
Footballers have reached the All-Ireland Final to
face Mayo following the win over Cavan last
weekend. As part of a double header, the U20
Final will precede the main event on Saturday
19th December. Our very own Mark Lavin and
Alan Murphy will be representing the club on the
U20 squad, as well as Emmet O’Conghaile and
Darren Gavin on the Senior squad. We wish all of
them the best of luck in their finals. Please see the
club website www.lucansarsfields.ie for player
profiles and additional content.

Lucan Sarsfields GAA Club Christmas Draw

Lucan Healthy Club Notes: A certificate
was received in recognition of Lucan Sarsfields
participation in the GAA National Inclusion Day.
Although we couldn’t participate in person, we
did highlight the great work of our Lucan Sars
Stars. Everyone in our GAA for All team, Lucan
Sars Stars, look forward to getting back to team
training in 2021.
Inner City Helping Homeless Appeal: We have
closed the dressing room to collections but if
members would still like to donate they can find
details on www.ichh.ie. Thank you to everyone
who donated, we will have more about the
Winter appeal in next week’s newsletter. The
donations will now be sorted and delivered to the
ICHH warehouse in Glasnevin. It will take more
than a few trips across the M50 in the Healthy
Club cars to deliver all the members donations!

The Christmas Draw tickets have been
distributed. We are asking ALL MEMBERS
HOUSEHOLDS to sell just one book (5 tickets)
for this to be a HUGE success. It is a vital
fundraiser for the club to ensure we can keep
supporting our 140+ teams’ activities. The first
2500 tickets sold will be automatically entered
into the GAA National Club Draw, return your
sold tickets to the 12th Lock Café – opening times
are below.

IN-APP Competition: Last Saturday, Lucan
Sarsfields Clubforce App Users were asked to
answer a question to be in with a chance of
winning one of two B100DY Sunday – Leinster
Final Commemorative Match Programmes. The
question asked was: Which Dublin senior
footballer was the first to score in Dessie Farrell’s
first game in charge last January? The answer is
Lucan ArtFields CJ Smith, who scored the first
point of the game for Dublin in the O’Byrne Cup
when they played in January. The winners of the
Souvenir Program are Billy Egan and Dave
Marten. We will arrange to get the programmes to
you before the end of the week. To be in with a
chance of winning in future competitions, all you
have to do is search for and download the
ClubForce app from either the Apple Store or
Google Play Store, depending on the make of
your mobile device. Once Downloaded and
installed, just make Lucan Sarsfields your

Bereavement Notice: Our sympathies to the
Maloney family on the recent death of Molly
O’Callaghan (née Byrne), mother of Aisling
(former ladies football mentor) and grandmother
to Sabrina and Sarah Moloney (Intermediate
Ladies Football).
The Lucan District Credit Union Academy for
girls and boys born in 2013, 2014 and 2015 only,
continues on Saturday. To register your child for
a place, contact David Moran, Club GPO, on
0879267607. Pre-registration with David is
essential as due to Coved guidelines, as only preregistered children can attend training.
The 12th Lock Café opening hours 6-9pm
Monday to Friday and 9:30am to 1:30pm on
Saturday. These times may change in line with
Covid-19 guidelines. Visit the Café’s
FaceBook page, https://fb.me/12thLockCafe, to
see our special offers and Christmas ideas.

Club Shop December opening hours:
O’Neill’s club shop will open at the following
times: Thursdays – 3rd, 10th
and 17th 7.00pm – 9.00pm,
Saturdays – 5th, 12th, and
19th 9.00am – 5.00pm.
Lucan Sarsfields GAA Club Lotto Jackpot
€4200. There was no winner of the €3800 jackpot
of the draw held on Thursday 3rd December
sponsored by Henley Forklift Group.
The numbers drawn were 12, 13, 22, 25.
The Lucky Dip winners of
€30 each are:
Willie Coogan, Willie Garbutt,
Sharon Hickey, Hugh
McGonigle, and Barry Aird.
The Christmas Turkey Voucher
Winners: Joe Carbury, Gerry Gleeson, Pat Keane,
Alan McCarthy and Cormac Gordon.
The Jackpot for the next draw at 9pm on
December 10th will be €4200, sponsored by
Clandillon Motors and managed by Diarmuid
Dawson. The draw will be held behind closed
doors and live streamed on our Facebook page.
Make sure your entry is submitted before 6pm to
be included in the draw, tickets can be purchased
online at the following link:
http://bit.ly/LucanSarsfieldsClubLotto.
Thank You for supporting Lucan Sarsfields GAA
Club.

Gino Kenny TD- People Before Profit
Phone: 01-6183816. Email: gino.kenny@oir.ie

Dying with Dignity Bill Public Submissions:
The Committee on Justice is inviting written
submissions from interested groups or individuals
on the Dying with Dignity Bill 2020. These
submissions will be considered as part of the
Committee scrutiny of the Bill. The closing date
for receipt of submissions is 12 noon on Friday,
22 January 2021. All correspondents to
dyingwithdignity@oireachtas.ie For more
information on the criteria regarding submissions.

Shane Moynihan – Fianna Fáil
Email: smoynihan@cllrs.sdublincoco.ie
Ph: 087 7840898. Facebook.com/cllrshanemoynihan
Twitter: @shanemoynihan Instagram:
cllrshanemoynihan

Foxborough tree planting:
Thanks to South Dublin County Council for
planting new trees in Foxborough recently,
following representations. If you would like to
apply to have a tree planted in your area, please
let me know and I will ask for it to be included in
the 2021 tree planting programme.
St Loman’s Road footpaths:
Thanks to SDCC for clearing the footpaths on St
Loman's Road and for cutting back hedging that
was obstructing them, following up on a
representation I made.

Palmerstown Camera Club
The Club invites all adults to our
friendly, educational and
entertaining club meetings on
Wednesday nights. We normally
meet in the Palmerstown Parish
Centre but due to Covid-19
restrictions we currently use Zoom to run our
meetings so it will be easy for you to attend.
Our club members range from Learners to
Advanced and there is opportunity for everyone
to participate. To visit, free of charge, for one or
two meetings, and to see how you can benefit
contact pccmemberssecre09@gmail.com for more
information and for the Zoom link.
See you on Wednesday nights.

Bus Connects:
Remember that submissions on the Lucan Core
Bus Corridor plan can be made until the
16thDecember. Full details available
at www.busconnects.ie.
Cycle South Dublin:
Submissions can be made on the Cycle South
Dublin consultation about the future plans for the
county’s cycle network until 18th December. Full
details are at https://consult.sdublincoco.ie/.

St. Mary’s Camera Soirée
Next Friday week will be Christmas Day.
How time has flown even when we have been
locked down. Some quirks around the recent
relaxation in CIVID restrictions are evident to
the members of the St. Mary’s Camera Soiree.
When we were under Level 5 the members
could go to Castletown, Leixlip or even as far
as Carton House in County Kildare as these
locations were within 5km. Under Level 3
they cannot do this as they are in a different
county but they can go as far as Rush in North
County Dublin and the Dublin side of Bray in
the south of the county.

Whatever the
restrictions our
members keep
taking photographs
and this week at
long last there are
some with a slight
Wintery flavour
from robins to misty
land and seascapes.

We are delighted to
report that our
calendar has turned
out to be a terrific
production and
copies over and
above members’
requirements will
be on sale in the
Parish Office, price
€10 each with all
proceeds from these
sales going to the
local conference of
St. Vincent de Paul.
See the ad
elsewhere in the
Newsletter. Until the next time stay safe.

