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If Peter were Taoiseach……..
Prime Time Extra on RTE television invited Peter McVerry SJ to tell the nation what he would do
in his first 100 days if he were elected Taoiseach of the country. The programme is part of a
three-week sideways look at the upcoming election as the people of Ireland prepare to vote for a
new government on Saturday 8th February. Peter McVerry has been working with and
campaigning on behalf of the homeless for most of his adult life. If he was leader of the country
we would soon have a very different Ireland. Read his manifesto below.
A hundred days in government
“Two years ago, the Taoiseach admitted that the housing
crisis was an emergency. The Minister for Finance called it
the greatest social issue this country has faced in over a
generation. Yet, the problem not only persists but keeps
getting worse.
The first thing I would do in government is to call a
referendum to insert the “right to housing” into the
constitution. What would that do? We have the right to
education in the constitution and as a result, every young
person in this country is entitled to an education and can go to court, if necessary, to have this
right provided. If we put the “right to housing” into the constitution, it doesn’t mean that the day
after the referendum, everyone can demand the keys to a home. Of course not. But it would
oblige the government to produce policies which would in time, perhaps in 10 or fifteen years,
ensure that everyone has an appropriate and affordable house to live in.
The second thing I would do is to prepare legislation to implement the Kenny Report of 1973.
Often, 40%, or even 50%, of the cost of a house is the cost of the land on which it is built. Many
people have become millionaires by just looking out their window, watching the grass grow, and
waiting for their land to be rezoned for housing. The Kenny report recommended that building
land should be compulsorily purchased by local authorities for 25% more than its agricultural
value. This would dramatically lower the cost of housing.
The third thing I would do is to introduce a rent freeze and prepare legislation preventing banks,
international investment funds or landlords from evicting people into homelessness, for a period
of three years, except in exceptional circumstances such as anti-social behaviour. This would
have some – mostly wealthy companies and individuals – screaming all the way to the Supreme
Court complaining that their right to private property is being eroded. Let them.
Continued over……..

If Peter were Taoiseach cont’d.

The majority of people becoming homeless
today are being evicted from their private
rented accommodation either because they
can no longer afford to pay the increasingly
outrageous rents or the landlord says they
are selling the house and they must move
out. We have a housing emergency, we need
to take emergency action.
And finally, I have maintained for many
years that the drug trade is a bigger threat to
the stability of our society than the IRA ever
were. A person could be convicted of IRA
membership on the word of a chief
superintendent, along with one piece of
corroborating evidence. I would lock the
Attorney General in a room, without food or
drink, until he produced some similar
legislation with regard to drug gangs. I
appreciate it is more difficult, as a drug gang
is a looser collection of people than the IRA
were, but it should not be beyond our legal
experts to come up with some similar
legislation.
“Peter McVerry”
Now that’s thinking outside the box!
Philip Curran,
St. Mary’s Lucan

Tribute to
Percy French Show
in aid of
Senior Citizens Holiday Programme Dublin

Westmanstown
Sports & Conference Centre
Saturday 15th February, 7.45pm
The Percy French Troubadours
communicate the story of
Percy French in a musical that
combines song, music, humour,
poetry.
A Most enjoyable night is guaranteed.
Tickets €15 each.
For Tickets call John 087 2549088

Citizens Information Centre
Ballyowen Castle Community
Centre, Lucan
Ph. 0761 07 5090, Fax. 01 6217930
Email Lucan@citinfo.ie
www.citizensinformation.ie
Opening Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday 10am to 1pm and 2pm to 4pm.
Wednesday 2pm to 4pm. For your convenience,
please arrive before 12.30pm in the morning and
before 3.45pm in the afternoon as we close
promptly.
Citizens Information Phone Service (CIPS)
0761 07 4000 opening hours 9am to 8pm
Monday to Friday.
MABS (Money Advice and Budgeting Service)
helpline and MABS mortgage arrears helpline
are both on the same number 0761 07 2000
Free Legal Advice Clinic (FLAC) on Thursday
nights from 7pm to 8pm. FLAC Legal
Information & Referral line 1890 350 250 (locall from landlines) / 01 8745690 (mobiles).

FREE Five Week Basic iPhone,
iPad, Tablet and Smartphone
Classes
starting in Lucan Library
on Thursday 13th February
from 12:30 – 14:30.
Please call Angela on 046 9280790
to book a place.

Lucan Active Retirement
Our club’s 15th anniversary is in March and to
celebrate this, we would love some new blood
with fresh ideas to join us. All would be made
feel very welcome.
On club days we enjoy Scrabble, indoor bowls,
card games, ie, Whist and 25s. We have a drama
group and we perform sketches twice yearly.
We love music, singing, chat and most of all fun.
We arrange outings to cinema, theatre,
visits/breaks to towns in Ireland and holidays
abroad for our members.
We meet Thursdays in the village in St Andrew’s
church hall at 11:45am. Come any Thursday for
tea and cake and try it out. We would be
delighted to meet you.
LARA Committee

Saturday last, Lá le
Bride was such a
lovely Spring day,
inviting us to venture
outdoors and tend to our garden along 'the strip'
on the Lucan road. It was encouraging to see
how our plants had survived and even thrived
over our relatively mild winter. Thanks to some
green fingered members of our group, as well as
some generous gardeners in our community, we
now have an array of plants for passers-by to
enjoy as they journey to and from the village.
As well as gardening, we did a blackspot cleanup of the green area at the top of Esker Hill.
This area which has been developed over recent
years with care and pride by one of our members
is a haven of peace with a wonderful view of the
village.
Thank you to our kind local resident who made a
generous donation towards our work.
Now that we are back in action, please think
about joining us even for a taster morning. We
meet on Saturday mornings at 10 at the layby,
beside St. Joseph's College.
Kevin O'Loughlin, Lucan Tidy Towns
Tel. 0879468271

FREE Zumba classes from SDCC
at AYCC
Adamstown Youth and
Community Centre
(AYCC) is delighted to
be taking part in this
great initiative by South
Dublin County Council Inspired @ South
Dublin.
Our 'Challenge' for you to try is 8 FREE Zumba
classes with instructor Nurlina. The class will
take place every Wednesday (6-7pm), starting on
the 4th March in Sports Hall.
Booking is essential for this 8 week challenge as
places are limited. Hopefully, you will keep up
the class after the free classes have finished. To
book your FREE place, please email:
manager@aycc.onmicrosoft.com with your name
& phone number.
Check out the link below for other challenges
taking place around the county:
http://www.inspiredsouthdublin.ie/

A Time of Shame
As I sit here writing this short story, I
am sitting on my parents’ bed, kids
either side scribbling away oblivious
to my worry and my struggle to find a home.
We lost our house 14 months ago but now it feels
like 14 years ago. Whilst I cherished and love
our home, I never suspected the full impact of
losing one’s family home until it happened to us.
I asked my Dad the other day “Da, do you know
what the worst part of being homeless is?” He
replied, no. I said SHAME!
I went on to tell him about the time I went to
Tallaght to register as homeless with the charity
Focus Ireland. By the time I had reached the
yellow door of its premises I had spent the day
sitting in two different County Council Offices
looking for help.
In my desperate and sad state, I found myself
bowing my head almost curtseying and shaking
the homeless officer’s hand – ferociously
because she gave me her time. Little did I know
that that day was only the beginning of my
journey – one that appears to have no end.
I feel shame (or ashamed) for all the begging
letters I write, shame for feeling like a failure,
shame in front of my friends, shame for all the
asking shame for having to return to the family
home with just some of our belongings in bags,
shame to notify the school and the authorities,
shame – every day shame, sometimes disguised
as anger.
Thankfully I am a woman of great faith and it is
that faith that has sustained me until now. I
suppose it is an opportunity to ask those of you
whom have lost faith to return, don’t wait, trust
me, God is here and he wants to help.
Will I ever be rid of my shame? Perhaps one day
I will. That day will be when we will once again
have a place to call home – but until then my
shame grows.
(Sender details not for publication)

Lucan Festival 2020
This year’s Festival will run from Weds 2nd to
Sunday 6th September.
Could be a number of surprises this year as the
Committee will try to surpass last year's Festival.
Details will be issued as events are confirmed.
Joe Byrne, Chairman
Email: lucanfestival@gmail.com

Parish Notes
St Mary’s, Lucan
www.lucanparish.com

Lucan Youth Engagement Committee:
The Lucan Youth Engagement Committee of
St Mary’s are inviting interested young people
between 15 – 17 years of age to help them
facilitate a Children’s Liturgy at the 12.15pm
Mass on Sundays, beginning on Sunday 16th
February.
If you are interested in helping t make the gospel
more meaningful for younger children whilst
developing your own leadership and montoring
skills, please come to an information and
mentoring skills, please come to an information
evening on Tuesday 11th February in the Parish
Centre from 6.45pm – 8pm.
Refreshments will be served followed by a
workshop and Q&A.
Enquiries to lucanliturgy@gmail.com
Praying with Scripture:
Following last year’s Parish
Assembly, seeking the views of
parishioners as to the future for St
Mary’s, developing Adult Faith was
seen as important. Seeds are already sown.
Since Oct. last a group meets in the Bungalow on
Mon evenings, learning how to Pray the
Scripture. This involves reading a passage,
reflecting and discerning God’s message for us.
During Lent, we hope to bring this method of
prayer to homes in the parish. Several
parishioners have offered their homes to host
these evenings, where people will gather with a
trained facilitator, to pray Scripture using the
Gospel passage of the following Sunday. There
will be a meeting each week of Lent - 6
meetings. Venues will be available at the
weekend.
Would you commit to ‘Praying Scripture’
during Lent? Is this the opportunity you have
been looking / waiting for? Perhaps you could
come even a few nights?
These groups will begin the week of Mon 24thlast week February
Next weekend we will have a table in the church
after all Masses, with lists prepared for you to fill
in your name and preferred venue, if you wish to
take part.
Or contact the Sacristy or Parish Office.

St Mary’s Folk Group
Our next Mass is this Sunday at
12.15pm.
Come along and join in the singing.
Christian Meditation:
We meet each Tuesday at 8pm in The
Bungalow. Everyone welcome.
Sr. Geraldine, 6217158
Scripture Prayer Group:
Meeting in St Mary’s Parish Bungalow
Mondays from 7.30pm - 8.30pm
Come and Join Us
Bethany Group:
Bethany Group is available to listen to or just be
there for anyone who is feeling lonely or lost
following the death of a loved one. We meet on
the 2nd Monday of each month from 10.30am11.30am, also on the 4th Thursday of each month
from 8pm - 9pm. in the Parish Centre,
Phone: 01 6217041
Legion of Mary:
We meet in Room 2 in the Parish Centre every
Wednesday at 6.30pm. We are much involved in
home visits and nursing homes. With extra help
we could a wider range of work in the parish.
Come and join us, you will not regret it.
More info: Peter 01 6241105/ Brigid 01 6281686
St. Vincent de Paul –
Church collection at all Masses
THIS Saturday/ Sunday 8th / 9th February.
Many thanks for your generosity.
Parish Ministry:
It is an important part of our ministry to support
people in times of sickness and bereavement.
We would greatly appreciate it, if you would let
us know if someone in your family is ill or
admitted to hospital. Ph. 6217041 weekdays
between 9.30am and 2pm. (except Thursday).

Annual Collection of
Accord Dublin will take
place NEXT weekend
15th and 16th February
This will replace the usual
Share Collection at all
Masses.

St. Patrick’s
Esker/Dodsboro/Adamstown
www.stpatrickslucan.ie
Appreciation:
As Spring begins, on behalf of the Parish
Pastoral Council a very sincere thank you to all
who helped to ensure the smooth running of the
Christmas Liturgies. Your selfless dedication is
greatly appreciated and the birth of Jesus was
celebrated prayerfully, joyfully and with great
reverence.
A special thank you to Fr. Dominic and Fr. Pius
for their encouraging and inspiring words.
The Church was full to capacity for all the
liturgies and we thank all our parishioners and
their families – it was lovely to see so many
returning home for Christmas.
May our celebration of the Christmas feast this
year awaken in us the great potential we have as
human beings of loving as Jesus did; of being
united to God and to one another.
The Church Gate Collection for St Patrick’s
One World Project will take place after all
Masses this weekend.
This is our Parish Charity supporting Lusungu in
Malawi. She if a young wowan being enabled to
attend third level education through the
generosity of our Parish. We are working under
the auspices of "Wells for Zoe" .
Thank you for your continued support.
Coffee Morning: All are welcome to come in for
a chat and enjoy our hospitality every
Wednesday in the Pastoral Centre after the 10am
Mass.
Prayer Group: Meet every Monday night in the
Pastoral Centre from 8.30 – 9.15pm.
All welcome.
Bethany Bereavement Support Group: Meet
on the third Wednesday of each month from 89pm in the Pastoral Centre. This is a free
confidential service and is available to everyone.
To contact telephone 089 250 7213.

Anam Cara South
Dublin –
the organisation
that supports bereaved parents, are holding a
Parent Support Event on
10th February at 7:20pm in the Maldron Hotel,
Whitestown way, Tallaght. This event is free and
open to all bereaved parents regardless of the age
your child died, the circumstances of their death,
or whether their death was recent or not.

Lucan Senior Citizens
Wednesday 12th February: Social Morning and
Lunch in the Spa Hotel – 10.30am – 2.30pm

Alzheimer Cafe Leixlip
Wednesday February 12th 7-9pm
Join us on Wednesday February 12th in "The
Conservatory" Ryevale Nursing Home, Leixlip
from 7-9pm. Dr Siobhan Kennelly (Consultant
Geriatrician, Connolly Hospital) will talk to us
about Living Well with Dementia.
Attendance is free of charge and there is plenty
of parking available
(www.alzheimercafeleixlip.ie -phone 087
7418512).

People’s Art & Craft Fair
Lucan 2020
Open call for artists and crafters to participate in
this year’s “People’s Art & Craft Fair”,

Saturday April 4th - Sunday April 5th.
The venue is Church of Ireland Parish Centre
& St Andrew’s Church, Main Street, Lucan.
The fee for the weekend for artists is €45 per
stand and €45 per 6ft table for crafters.
Please contact us
at peoplesartlucan@gmail.com for a booking
form as soon as possible as places will fill up
quickly and we have limited space.
We look forward to hearing from you

Transport Users
A new form of transport is about
to take off over the next few
years, it is the cycle scooter. This
will begin to happen on a large
scale when the cycle electric
scooter is legalised. It has many
advantages, it can use the cycle lanes, it avoids
extra body heat generated by cycling, it can be
folded up and taken into the work place for safe
keeping and is great when facing into strong
wind. It will encourage more people to get out of
the car and most important of all it beats traffic
congestion.
Tom Newton 086 3127364

Acknowledgement

Anniversaries

WHELAN (PETER)
Mary, Mark, Rose, Niamh and Tianna wish
to thank most sincerely all who sympathised
with them following their recent deeply sad
loss.

MARTIN (PAUL)
1st Anniversary
A loving dad and grandfather.
Late of Dodsboro Cottages.
Sadly missed, always remembered by his loving
family

Our thanks to those who attended Peter’s
Funeral Mass, sent cards and messages of
sympathy and to the many kind friends and
neighbours who called to our home and to
the staff of St. James’ Hospital and the
Alzheimer’s Society.
Special thanks to Fr. Tom Kennedy and the
Parish Funeral Team for their kindness and
support.
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass has been offered
for your intentions.

Anniversaries
CREED (JOY)
24th Anniversary – 1st February
Those we love don’t go away
They walk beside us every day
Unseen, unheard but always near
Still loved and missed and very dear.
Loved and remembered and missed every day
by your friends Ann, Joe, Antoinette and
Kayleigh
KELLY (KATHY)
6th Anniversary – 9th February
In loving memory of my dear daughter
and our dear sister.
Will those who think of her today
A little prayer to Jesus say.
Sadly missed by your loving mum, sisters Teresa,
Ann, Gemma, Louise and Michelle
KENNY (JULIE)
1st Anniversary – 4th February
No matter how life changes
No matter what we do
A special place within our hearts
Is always kept for you.
Loved and remembered and missed every day by
Antoinette, Ann, Joe and Kayleigh

SHERIDAN (UNA)
29th Anniversary
Late of Weir View.
You are not just a memory
Or part of the past
You are ours to remember
As long as our lives last.
Loved and missed always, your loving family
SMITH (JIM)
15th Anniversary – 6th February
Memories are in our heart
Wishing we were not apart
A long time has passed us by
Time with you made us smile.
Always remembered by your loving wife Eileen,
sons Joseph and James and all other family and
friends

Birthday Remembrance
McCAHILL (BRIDGET)
6th February
First Birthday Away from Home
Today of all days we wish you were here
To spoil you with flowers and presents
To tell you how much we love and miss you
Instead with heavy hearts
We wish you happy birthday
In your eternal home
And send you a million kisses and hugs
Happy Birthday Mam from your family
Who adored you.
All our love Patricia, Mary, Laura, Enda and
Barry and your adored grandchildren Jordan,
Stephen, Leah, Arthur and Ruby xxxxx

BAPTISM CANDLES
Available from St. Mary’s Parish
Centre or Sacristy. Cost €5.

Lucan ICA
th

Tues 11 Feb: Craft Morning
10.00 – 12.30. Various
projects being worked on.
Wed 12th Feb: We will
celebrate St. Valentine’s Day with love poems
and rhymes etc, a nice sociable night!
It was with sad regret that we learned of the
death of Prim Dempsey. Prim was a former
member of Lucan ICA. She took part in our
drama productions, and loved playing card
games. She was always very pleasant and helpful
to us all. May her soul rest in peace.

Elections! By this time next
week, we should have a good
idea of the shape of the next
government. It is a massive
job for whoever gets in. Fair
play to all who put
themselves forward as
candidates. It can’t have
been easy given the amount of overwhelming
problems in the country.
Great Sporting results last weekend with the
Dubs overcoming Mayo, and the Boys in Green
seeing off Scotland. Hopefully they’ll get a good
result this weekend over Monaghan and Wales
respectively.
The Break-ins continue around Lucan. Please
be vigilant, and careful when locking up day or
night. We know not the hour these days!
Birdie took a walk in Castletown in the
Wednesday sunshine, and it would
do your heart good to get out and see
the snowdrops and other spring
blooms. Great place for the little
ones to run for miles also.

Prim (standing) with Agnes Dignam, Marie
O’Toole, Catherine Balfe and Teasie Corway at
the Lucan ICA birthday party in Weston Airport
back in 2000.

Confirmations started already! Gaelscoil
Naomh Padraig have their big day on Thursday
as we go to press. We wish them all well!

Get well wishes to any members ill at the
moment.

LOST - Pre Christmas
Diamond and sapphire white
gold ring.
Sentimental Value. Reward
offered.
Please phone. 087 2307548.

Liffey Sound 96.4FM will
be covering the Mid-West
election count this Sunday
the 9th of February from
11.30am.
Maria Murphy will be joined by a panel in studio
and will be taking live updates from Citywest
Hotel Count Centre throughout the day.
www.liffeysoundfm.ie or catch up on Facebook
Liffey Sound 96.4FM- Lucan's Community
Radio Station!

HPV test for young women/ young
mothers
I am very annoyed /worried to hear in the news
that the HPV cervical test has yet again been
postponed until the end of March!
How many more young women/ mothers have to
die from cervical cancer because of people
dragging their heels to address this important
health issue that affects women!
Mairead Hilliard
Phone:0868446071

I would rather have one rose and a kind
word
from a friend while I'm here
than a whole truck load when I'm gone.
Anon

CHOOL
NEWS
Adamstown Community College
Leading the way in computer science:
Adamstown Community College is one of a
number of pilot schools delivering computer
Science as a Leaving certificate subject. Suzanne
Linnane and Aoife O’Connell are teaching the
subject in the school. Suzanne has also gone on
to join the PDST to train teachers in the subject.
She is also the educational consultant for the new
computer science text book which will be
available to all schools delivering the programme
for the 2020-2021 academic year. Her role is to
test and review each chapter with her students to
ensure that the material meets the needs of pupils
and teacher alike. Well done to Suzanne for
playing such an important role in the
implantation of Computer Science as a Leaving
Certificate subject.

them home. This was a very successful afternoon
and a great opportunity for students to focus on
their wellbeing and have a short break from their
studies.
Adamstown Community College Charity fun
run: The annual Adamstown 5km / 10km fun
run in aid of the South African Township
Program will take place on Saturday 7th of
March at 11am. Early online registration is
available on the Pop Up Races website page. All
race finishers will receive a medal at the finish
line and refreshments will be available after the
race. This is always a well-run and enjoyable
event. Proceeds raised go towards the South
African Township Charity which is a very
worthy cause. Eight TY students and four
teachers will visit the Township in April and
where they can see all the good the money raised
is doing.
Pieta House fundraiser: 3rd year class McGee
along with Miss Reilly held a number of
fundraisers in order to raise money for Pieta
house. This included a non-uniform day and a
bake sale. The students raised €1200. Well done
to all involved for their hard work in raising
money for an excellent cause.
Basketball: Well done to the first year girls’
basketball team who won their match against
Coolmine with a score of 31 to 8. The 2nd year
girls’ basketball team also had success in their
match against Edmund Rice College. Well done
to both teams and we wish them luck in their
future matches.

Exams: Good luck to our 3rd and 6th years who
are currently sitting their mock exams. The mock
exams are a very important step in their
preparation for the real Leaving and Junior Cert
that will take place in June.
Our 1st, 2nd and 5th year students will also be
sitting their house exams in the week running up
to midterm. Good luck to all our students in these
exams and we hope they can have a well-earned
rest during their February midterm break.
Student Wellbeing: Last week our 6th year
students had a wellbeing afternoon which
focused on the importance of minding ourselves
in the lead up to the exams. They discussed tips
and tricks for maintaining a healthy study life
balance and connected with each other with face
to face contact. Students created 'life hacks' and
displayed them for everyone to see. They also
'love bombed' each other by writing nice
messages about each other and then they took

Cycle Against Suicide: On Friday, 17th January
Ms. Carroll and Mr. Anderson brought a group
of 5th and 6th year students to the Cycle Against
Suicide conference in City West. At the
conference students heard some very inspiring
talks about the importance of mental health
delivered by a range of people of all ages. They
also got to meet representatives from different
mental health organisations and bring back
information for their school. Well done to all
who attended as they are great ambassadors for
ACC!

Coláiste Phádraig CBS
Football: Hard luck to our senior footballers
who were beaten 7-09 to 2-13 by Castleknock
College in the Dublin Senior Championship last
Thursday. Lucan produced a strong 1st half
display to lead by 2 points thanks to goals from
Oisín Twamley and Evin Dowling and some
excellent points from Colm Walsh and Oisín
Ryan. Castleknock too full advantage of a strong
breeze however in the 2nd half to open up a 4
point lead before Lucan drew level with 10 mins
to go thanks to further points from Colm Walsh.
Lucan captain Cathal Shanahan was having an
impressive game at centre back for his team as
he won numerous high challenges and stood up
to the physicality of the Coolmine players. Henry
Keogh and Brian O’ Sullivan were instrumental
in Lucan drawing level with 10 mins remaining
but Coolmine finished the stronger to ease to an
11 point victory and earn a place in the Dublin
Final at Lucan’s expense.
Soccer: Our 15 soccer team were beaten 10-6 by
Coolmine CS in a remarkable Dublin West
League semi-final on Monday. Lucan’s only two
u15 goalkeepers were unavailable on the day so
an outfield player had to go in goal and it
certainly was a baptism of fire for our brave
young striker as Coolmine knocked ten goals
past him in a crazy game. Lucan found
themselves 3-0 down mid-way through the 1st
half so it was a struggle just to stay in the game
for our shell shocked players. Coolmine soon
opened up a 5 goal margin at the start of the 2nd
half before Tyler Cole Doherty grabbed the 1st
Lucan goal with a fine right-footed finish after a
typical driving run from deep. Goals from Cory
O’ Sullivan (2) and Jamie Whelan gave the team
some hope of a famous come-back but Coolmine
regrouped to regain control and they opened up 4
goal margin to lead 8-4 with minutes remaining.
Tyler complete his hat-trick soon after with two
further quality finishes but Coolmine weren’t
finished yet as they added two late goals to wrap
up a dramatic but well deserved victory. This
defeat unfortunately ends the team’s campaign
for the year. Our 1st yr team are the only soccer
team still competing for honours now as they
face two make-or-break matches in the Dublin
League and Leinster Shield in the coming days.
Zambia 2020 update: 11 students from TY and
5th yr are involved in this summer’s Zambia
Immersion Project. They will be travelling to
Zambia with 5 teachers from the school on 27th
May until the 10th June for what will be the
school’s 2nd Zambia Immersion Project in recent
years. Those travelling have been very active
since the start of the academic school year

fundraising for the big trip with numerous
initiatives already up and running. Many thanks
to the Lucan community for their generous
support of the school’s Church Gate Collection
outside St. Mary’s Lucan last weekend.
1,300euro was raised for the Project so the
money raised will be put to good use.
The Zambia group are currently selling raffle
tickets for a Dublin jersey signed by Jim Gavin
and the entire Dublin team from the 5-in-a-row
panel. Tickets cost 2euro each or 3 for 5euro and
they can be purchased by contacting the school
on 01-6282299 or be emailing
lmsforzambialucan@gmail.com .
The lunchtime ice-cream stand is proving very
popular with students with the numerous
delicious ice-creams such as cornettos, magnums
and choc-ices frequently being sold out every
week.
Alex Knowles, who is travelling to Zambia, also
sells taco sauces every lunchtime to students to
put onto their chicken rolls and this initiative has
also proven to be very popular.
The next fundraising initiative is a bag packing
event in Moriarty’s SuperValu in Palmerstown
Shopping Centre on Friday 7th and Saturday 8th
February. There will also be a table quiz,
hopefully to be held in Lucan Sarsfields GAA
Club, in the coming weeks. Details to follow
upon confirmation.
The group are attempting to raise a further
10,000 in the coming months for the trip. Details
of further fundraising events will be included in
future newsletters.
We wish the Zambia group well in their
endeavours and hopefully the local communities
will continue to support them as generously as
possible.
Prefect news: The new cohort of 5th yr prefects
has been settling into their roles over the past
few weeks. Everyone has been naturally eager to
make a good first impression so all has gone
smoothly so far. The prefects have impressed
with their punctuality, leadership and initiative
and they have already proved to be a wonderful
source of support to our younger students in
particular. We commend the prefects on
embracing their new leadership roles in the
school with such enthusiasm, professionalism
and efficiency. They play an enormously
important role within our school community and
without them life would be that little bit more
difficult for parents, staff, management and
students alike.

St Joseph’s College
Fifth year student Mia O’Rahilly Egan has been
chosen to represent Ireland in the Czech Open
Table Tennis championship in the U18 category
later this month! Very best wishes to an
outstanding champion who continues to make
her country and school very proud!
Bingo Night! St Joseph's College Parents'
Association are holding a Bingo Night on 28th
February 2020 in the Lord Lucan at 8pm.
It is a fundraising event and Bingo Books will be
sold at the door on the night. Thank you for
supporting this event!
Well done to our Junior Camogie Players who
fought very hard in their match on Monday.
Unfortunately they came up against a very strong
team from Cashel Community School and were
defeated. Well done on winning the Dublin Final
however! - It was great to get that far!! Thanks
also to their coaches Mr Quinn and Ms Kenny.
Congratulations to 5th year student Maria Kelly
who was awarded Minor B Camogie player of
the year and 6th year student Ashling Smyth who
was awarded Senior 6 Camogie player of the
year by their club Lucan Sarsfields at their
Awards Night on Tuesday.
Our 3rd and 6th year students are sitting their
Mock Exams this week and next. We wish them
all the very best and hope all of their hard work
pays off!
All of this news plus more can be found on our
Twitter & Webpage
Follow us on Twitter: @STJosephs3
Our School Website: https://stjosephslucan.com

New Year - New You!
Renew your artist skills!
Friendly and casual group
meet every Tuesday at 7.30pm
in Town Hall, Lucan.
(beside the Methodist Church).

LYF Committee Members
Past and Present
Get-together drinks in Kennys,
on Friday 28th February at 8pm.

Lucan Men's Shed is happy
to announce that the next
General Meeting will be
held in the Seminar Room,
Lucan Library, SuperValu
Shopping Centre, on
Monday, 10.02.2020,
starting at 18.30.
Whether or not you know of our Shed, you are
welcome to come along and find out what it's all
about. This meeting is open to all men (over 18's)
from the Lucan area and it is an ideal venue for
asking any question(s) you may have, about who
we are and what we do. The Shed may be just
what you are looking for. The meeting ends at
1950, just before the Library closes.
Coming from Lucan Village, going towards
Newcastle, the Shed is accessible to the rear of
the IWA building, second gateway on the right,
after crossing the railway bridge at
Broadmeadows.
We look forward to seeing you.

Lucan Community College
Junk Kouture: It's this time of year again,
where LCC Transition Year Students need your
votes for the Junk Kouture Recycled Fashion
Competition. Register at:
https://app.junkkouture.com/
You can vote for all 3 LCC designs every day
this week• Shattered
• Killer Queen
• Dress to Impress
Feel free to share with friends, families and
colleagues to get as many votes as possible for
our fantastic designers!

Badminton: Well done to our Badminton teams
who were successful in their recent Tournament.
Green Schools: This year, Lucan CC, has been
involved in the Green Schools initiative to
encourage better litter and waste management in
the school community. A number of actions have
taken place to keep our school clean and green
and hopefully get our Green Flag at the end of
the school year.

The Green Schools Committee members
attended the Neat Streets Conference in Croke

Park Conference Centre on Wednesday 22nd
January.
Other actions include identifying problem areas
in the school building, the introduction of
recycling bins and information on how to recycle
correctly, everyone is urged to dispose of waste
correctly.
A guest speaker from Repak gave a presentation
to the 1st and 2nd years about recycling and
waste management. The students found this very
interesting and informative.
1st year Art and Design School tip to The
National History Museum (The Dead
Zoo): First Year Students were taken to the
National History
Museum on
Wednesday the 29th
January, as part of Mr.
Leavy's art and design
project involving
animal sculpture. The
theme of the project
was related to Power
vs. Vulnerability and
the students were
asked to create
anatomical, and
structural drawings of
predatory animals in
contrast to weaker,
more vulnerable animals (prey). The students
looked at the contrasting scale, features and
proportions of these animals and analysed these
characteristics through a series of observational
drawing studies.
The trip was a huge success and the students
produced some fantastic work.
Here are some of the students enjoying the
outing and some of the accompanying
photographs taken. A special thanks to Ms. S.
Gallagher who kindly accompanied Mr. Leavy
on the school trip. Well done 1st years!

Lucan Drama

Readings for full length play at Lucan Drama
Dates: Tuesday 11th February
and Thursday 13th February
Venue: Lucan Spa Hotel, 8pm
Play: Moment by Deirdre
Kinehan
Parts: 3 Male, 4 Female
Director: Philip Byrne
Lucan Drama Dinner and Theatre Nights
Reminder
Dinner and Theatre Nights on Friday 7th
February and Saturday 8th February at 7.30pm in
Lucan Spa Hotel. Jack C. Flanagan is directing a
One-Act Play entitled Chocolate written by
Frederick Stroppel. Vini Casey is directing a
One-Act play entitled Sure Thing by David Ives.
Cost: 25euro for Dinner and Play
Venue: Honora D Restaurant, Lucan Spa Hotel
Reservations at Spa Hotel Reception: Phone
6280494.
Members of Lucan Drama gave a superb
performance at Bray Independent One-Act
Festival last Saturday with their hilarious
comedy entitled Shakespeare’s a Dick by Mark
Kenneally. Over a dozen plays graced the stage
and Lucan did extremely well to have two of
their cast nominated for acting awards. Jeff
Gibson received a nomination for best actor and
Catherine Collins was nominated for best
supporting actress. Hearty congratulations to
them both and to director Janet Mc Kennedy.
You have done Lucan Drama proud. Sincere
congratulations to a wonderful team effort from
cast and crew also.
For more information on Lucan Drama find
us on Facebook or e-mail
lucandrama@gmail.com
Or Phone Jack 0860666626 or Phone Lucan
Drama: 0894900429

Primrose Hill Gardens
(Top of Primrose Lane, Lucan
through the black gates)

Famous for its collection
of Snowdrops, Crocus,
Hellebores, Cyclamen
Open every day from 2pm to 6pm
until 29th February
Adults €6

Pilgrimages
Medjugorje:
Depart May 12th - 8 nights
Spiritual Director. €629.00 p.p.s.
Depart October 14th – 9 nights, direct flight
from Dublin to Mostar. (More details to follow)
Pat & Phil - 087 223 8911.
Fatima:
September 1st for 4 nights. €499 p.p.s.
Pat & Phil - 087 223 8911.
Medjugorje Irish Centre Pilgrimages
April - Oct 2020: 7 Night Stay and Airport
Shuttle service from Dubrovnik or Split for €266
per person sharing. Book any flight - any time
and we provide guaranteed airport shuttle
service. Call us for further info and book the
dates that suit you. Tel. 01 4434510 or
email reservations@med-irishcentre.com.

Medjugorje Mass
St Mary’s Church, Lucan
Monday 2nd March 2020 at 6.30pm
(Rosary and Confession at 5.50pm)
All welcome

Lucan Library – Phone 01 6216422.
Classic Film Club - Valentine's Special
Wed 12th Feb. 6pm - 8pm.
“Of all the libraries, in all the towns, in all the
world, you walked into ours”.
Get ready for some romance in Lucan Library
with our Valentine’s film, 'Casablanca', starring
all-time greats, Ingrid Bergman and Humphrey
Bogart. All welcome.
Cuidiú: Mon, 17th Feb. 1pm - 3pm. Local
parenting support group, focussing on
breastfeeding. (www.cuidiu.ie)
Lucan Library Local History Presents...
'Lucan Spas and Hotels - 1720 to 2020'
Sat. 22nd Feb, 2pm - 3:30pm
Local Historian Joe Byrne will discuss the
history of Lucan Spas and Hotels in the period
1720 - 2020 through all its evolutions, demises
and current form. Suitable for adults.
Booking via https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/lucanspas-and-hotels-1720-to-2020-tickets89972529257 or contact the library
at lucan@sdublincoco.ie, 01-6216422, or call in.

Adult Management Team of the Year - Junior B
Hurling: PJ Finnerty, Christy Boylan, Kevin
O’Toole, Paul Kyne
Juvenile Management Team of the Year – GAA
for All: Colette Condon, Triona Leonard, Jo
Mahon, David Moran, Joe Leonard, supported by
a group of teenage volunteers.
The Club would like to express our gratitude to
Viv in Diamond and Gem Jewellers, (Unit 11,
Tesco Shopping Centre) for her patience and
fantastic effort made to ensure all the engraving
was completed in time.
Our sincere condolences to the Cavanagh
family on the loss of Una, grandmother to James,
Junior B Hurling.
Condolence also to the Drum and Kavanagh
families on the loss of Bridie Drum, mother of
Colette, mother-in-law to Noel Kavanagh and
grandmother to Jenny and David (Adult Hurling)
The 2019 Awards Night was held in the club on
Saturday Evening 1st February. Club President,
Kathleen Roche was enrolled into the Lucan
Sarsfields Hall of Fame.
Players of the Year – 2019
Team
2019 Award Winner
Minor C Football
Cormac Porter
Minor C Camogie
Aisling Ni Ruairc
Minor B Football
Danny Tyrrell
Minor B Hurling
Cathal Shanahan
Minor B Camogie
Maria Kelly
Minor B Ladies Football Lauren Finnan
Minor A Football
Cian Buckley
Minor A Hurling
Luke Finnerty
Minor A Camogie
Aoife Mahon
Minor A Ladies Football Emma Fallon
Under 21B Hurling
Evan Lombard
Under 21 Football
Mikey Robinson
Under 21A Hurling
Ben Coffey
Mamma Mia's
Colette O’Sullivan
Junior B Football
Justin Kilduff
Junior B Hurling
Luke Finnerty
Senior 6 Camogie (Jnr4) Ashling Smyth
Junior A Football
Cian Gaire
Junior A Hurling
Tiernan Swords
Junior Ladies Football
Aoife O’Kane
Senior 5 Camogie (Jnr3) Shauna Conway
Intermediate Football
Jordan Delmar
Senior 2 Camogie (Inter) Faye Murphy
Inter Ladies Football
Avril Quinn
Senior Football
Alan Murphy
Senior 1 Camogie
Claire Rigney
Senior Hurling
John Bellew
The Club Person of the Year award went to
Jackie Foley, who works tirelessly to promote
and enhance Lucan Sarsfields Clubhouse and
12th Lock Café.

The 2020 season got under way for CCC2 on
Sunday 2nd Feb, when our three U15 Football
teams had their first league outings, All fixtures
and results are available on our website
www.lucansarsfields.ie
There are some fantastic prizes on offer in the
GAA National Club Draw, including the top
prize of a brand new Renault Clio. Tickets priced
at €10 each may be purchased in the clubhouse,
12th Lock Café or from any team mentor. For
more details see the club website or contact 086
2541702.
Membership is OPEN for 2020 and can be paid
in six monthly instalments via the website or
ClubForce App Unregistered players will not be
allowed to train or play as they will not be
covered by the Injury Fund.
Annual Raceday 2020: Leopardstown, Sunday
1st March, see website for detail or for more
information and to book your place, please
contact Jim on 0862387585
Club Lotto Now at €20K: There was no winner
of the Lotto Jackpot held on 30th January 2020.
The numbers drawn were 3, 9, 24 and 28.
Lucky Dip winners (€30 Each) Daire Keirns, Pat
Long, David McAuley, Barry Rafferty and Mary
Honan. Play Online QR Code, website or
Clubforce App. Cut off time for Online Entries is
6pm every Thursday.
The Next Draw is Thursday 6 February 2020,
Sponsor: Lucan Village Pharmacy and managed
by Edel Mooney. Tickets can also be purchased,
at the Club, or in Kenny’s Vesey Arms, Lucan

2020 Day Outing
The Gents’ day out is on Saturday 29th February
to St. Brigid’s Pitch and Putt Club in Kildare.
The Ladies day out is on Saturday 7th March to
Gaeil Colmcille Pitch and Putt Club in Kells.
Please ensure that you have your name on the
sheet in the Clubhouse and your deposit paid.

LUCAN PITCH & PUTT CLUB
Winter League – Week 5
We now know the teams who qualified for the
quarter finals after some very close matches last
Sunday morning. In Group A – the Dan Dans
and the Murphs qualified. In Group B the Poppys
and McCann Canns qualified. In Group C Paddy’s Pirates and the Diggers qualified. The
Diggers are the holders of this competition and
just squeezed out the Fridge Magnets by a point
to qualify. In Group D – the Philipos and
Rooney’s Rogues qualified. As both Rooneys’
Rogues and the Golden Oldies finished on the
same number of points we had a play off over 9
holes with Kathleen Croke for the Golden Oldies
and Donal Cahalane for Rooneys’ Rogues.
Kathleen was happy to be the one to represent
her team. Donal felt that a play off for him was a
thing of former days but he was the player the
team preferred. Donal rolled back the years in his
play off with Kathleen and won the day to put
Rooneys’ Rogues into the quarter final.

Welcome Back
It was great to see Jimmy Thompson back in the
club last weekend. Wishing you continued
recovery Jimmy. It was also great to see Eugene
Farrelly in the club last Sunday. Rumour has it
that the Dream Team (who had a nightmare last
weekend) are looking to sign up Eugene for the
team next year!
Presentation
Our President called on our Captains who made a
presentation on behalf of the members to John
and Peg Smith who celebrated their Diamond
Wedding Anniversary last week. The President
congratulated Peg and John and thanked them for
all the years they have given to Pitch and Putt.
He also thanked them for the continued help they
both give to our Club. It is great to see John and
Peg looking so good after 60 years of married
life - congratulations to you both and long may
you have continuous good health.

Well done to Noel Ryan (Competition Secretary)
and his team who have organised this
competition and ensured that it ran smoothly
over the last number of weeks.
The quarter final line up is as follows:
The Dan Dans V Rooneys’ Rogues
The Poppys
V The Diggers
Paddy’s Pirates V The Murphs
The Philipos V McCann Cans
Congratulations to the ladies – we had six scalps
this week. Adrienne Kelly beat Seamus
McCormack, Catherine Leonard beat Kevin
Ward, Marie O’Toole beat Christy Dobbs, Lady
Captain Barbara Furlong beat Donal Cahalane,
Sandra Keogh beat Mick Stratford and Kathleen
Croke beat Paul County.
Ladies please note that weather permitting and
the course being open we will have our usual
Saturday 9-hole scramble at 1pm.
Get Well Wishes
To all our members who are out ill at the
moment – be it at home or in hospital – we wish
you all well and look forward to seeing you back
in action soon.

Gents Captain – Dave Hayden, Lady Captain
Barbara Furlong, John Smith, Peg Smith and
our President Noel Leonard.
New Members Welcome – Adults and
Juveniles
Our Club is now open for membership. If you
would like to join our Club, please contact the
Secretary in writing and we will be in touch with
the relevant details by return. You can join as a
family or individual or indeed you are more than
welcome to call into the Club House and ask for
any committee member who will be only too
willing to discuss your enquiry – best time to call
is at the weekend or contact us at
info@lucanpitchandputt.com

Condolence: The committee and members wish
to extend their sincere sympathies to former
long-time member Aileen Dempsey and family
on the death of her Mam, Prim Dempsey (RIP).
Work on the Course/Clubhouse: For the past
number of Saturdays, we have seen Rudy
Keegan and his helpers building a decorative
wall at the back of the 13th tee box. We have
seen Tommy Coogan making a beautiful job of
the plastering of the wall at the front of the
clubhouse. We have seen Terry O’Shaughnessy
and Ted Flynn look after the maintenance of our
clubhouse. Paddy Croke and his team who look
after the maintenance of the course have come
under pressure these past number of weeks due
to two of the team being hospitalised - but it still
did not deter this team from having our course in
great order for our Winter League.
We as a club are so lucky to have members who
give so freely of their time to help our club. If
you have an hour to spare during the week or on
a Saturday, we are always delighted to receive
help.
We have other members who again help out
willingly in different areas of the club and over
the next number of weeks we will cover these
areas.
Dates for your Diary
Sunday 9th February - Music in the Bar from 2.30
to 4.30pm.
Saturday 15th February – Valentines Special with
live music also including Mr. & Mrs. Quiz.

LUCAN GOLF CLUB
Gents Results:
Monday – J. Watters (13) 22, G. Hatch (10) 20,
J. A. Murphy (18) 19.
Wednesday - Front 9 – D. Daniels (18) 19,
A. Kennedy (7) 19, T. Hylands (14) 19.
Back 9 – M. Rankin (11) 20, D. Kissane (12) 20.
Saturday - Front 9 – C. Darcy (7) 20,
T. Connolly (29) 19, B. McTernan (13) 19.
Back 9 – M. Burke (22) 26, S. Cullen (23) 24,
J. Murphy (20) 21.
Sunday - Front 9 – E. Nugent (12) 19,
P. Dunne (7) 19, J. O'Neill (9) 19.
Back 9 – B. Carton (13) 22, D. Cleary (13) 19,
S. Dignam (10) 19.

ST. MARY'S CARDS
Results: 1st: Christy Corrigan, 2nd: Tommy
Ennis, 3rd: Michael Bradley
Deepest sympathy to the family of Prim
Dempsey who sadly passed away last week. May
she rest in peace.

LUCAN HARRIERS A.C.
Scottish Masters Indoor Event at Emirates
Arena Glasgow.
Lucan Harriers Annette Durkan and Carol
Kearney were representing our club in the
international stage this weekend.
Carol won gold in W55 category at 400m and
silver in 200m with Annette getting gold in W40
at 60m and 200m distance. Once again both
Athletes proving they are a force to be reckoned
with on the track. Congratulations to you both
and to your Coach Gerry Martin

Lucan Harriers pictured in Trim last Sunday for
annual 10-mile road race. Lorraine Heffernan,
Olivia Thomas, Marie Collins and PJ Hyland.

Church Notices - Sunday 9th February 2020
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Mary's Lucan

Divine Mercy Lucan South

Sunday Masses:
Vigil Saturday, 6.30pm, 8.45am, 9.45am,
11am, 12.15pm and 7pm

Sunday Masses:
Vigil Saturday, 6.30pm, 10.30am and 12 noon

Weekday Masses: 10am
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:
(Nuns Chapel), on Thursday 2pm - 4pm
and Saturday 7.30pm – 9.00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday after 10am Mass and after the
6.30pm Mass
Baptisms:
Baptism will take place every weekend.
We ask parents to call to the Sacristy to
book at least one month before ceremony.

Weekday Masses:
Monday to Friday: 9.15am and Saturday at
10am
Adoration and Prayer:
Adoration – Friday 9.45am-3pm.
Adoration of The Blessed Sacrament & Chaplet
of Divine Mercy - Monday, 2:00pm – 3:00pm.
Please come and spend some time in Adoration.
(If you would like to commit to one hour per
month or per fortnight please phone Bernadette
at 0862209634)
Prayer Group – Monday 7.30pm-8.30pm
Scripture Reading – Tuesday 9.45am-10.45am

Deepest Sympathy to the family and
friends of Prim Dempsey, Sarsfield Park.
May she rest in peace.

Baptisms:
Parents are asked to attend an information
meeting before making arrangements or booking
dates.

St. Patrick's
Esker / Dodsboro / Adamstown

St. Andrew’s Church of Ireland

Sunday Masses:
Vigil Saturday, 7.00pm, 9am, 10.30am
and 12 noon Folk Mass
Church Gate collection in aid of St
Patrick`s Parish One World Project.

Sunday:
St. Andrew’s - 9am and 10am
St. Mary’s, Leixlip 11.30am

Lucan Presbyterian Church
Weekday Masses:
Monday to Saturday: 10am
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday morning after 10am Mass and Saturday
evening between 6:15 - 6:50pm.
Baptisms:
1st and 3rd Sundays at 12.45pm and 2nd Saturday
at 12.30pm. At least four weeks’ notice is
required to facilitate preparation. Applications
between 10am and 1.00pm Monday to Friday at
Parish Office or after any Mass as Parents are
required to attend a pre-Baptism Meeting.
Bookings cannot be accepted on the telephone or
by email.

Sunday: 10.30am Morning Worship
Crèche and Children's Ministry

Lucan Methodist Church
Sunday: 9.45am - Holy Communion

