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My New Year Resolution
I received Alice Taylor’s As Time Goes By, as a gift this Christmas.
Although Alice is more than a decade ahead of me, and from a very rural
area, several of her mentions brought a smile. You see, Lucan was a very
rural village well into the late 1960s. The Lucan which I grew up in was
virtually the same one which had shaped my mother - same families, same
houses and schools, even some of the same teaching nuns, though they
were very old by the time I got to them. Funny how they often called me
by my mother’s maiden name – Little Rosie Eiffe!
Alice’s book got me thinking, and a rummage was underway for a little
book which I had received from my twin grandsons the previous
Christmas. It was a type of journal with pages of questions for me to answer, telling them all
about my life, the games I played, the friends I had, and any information I might have had about
my parents and grandparents. I had the best intentions of filling it in during 2019, but between
one thing and another, it stayed tucked away safely in a drawer.
The more I think about things, I realise the wealth of family information I have, most of which
will never be found anywhere else. While these boys are growing up in Lucan, they are worlds
apart from the childhood afforded myself and my siblings. It was a place very safe to roam, to
pick wildflowers and mushrooms, paddle in the Griffeen and catch pinkeens in jam jars. We
were just told ‘Don’t talk to strangers’, at a time when any stranger in Lucan would stand out a
mile!
Imagine not being able to get ice cream or ice pops! Come autumn, the fridges were cleared out
and laid up ‘til the following summer. And of course, it was always fish on Fridays!
I can tell them things about their ancestors – we had builders, carpenters, a thatcher, canal boat
men, turf cutters, mill workers, a groom, a gardener, farmers, a nurse, teachers, and one side of
the family can boast of Mary O’Toole, the first female judge in Washington’s Municipal Court,
appointed by President Harding in 1921.
I need to get all this stuff down on paper, before the lads think I’m doting! They will be amused at
how different times were. How I would like to be a fly on the wall when they read my account of
things. Perhaps I’ll come back as a fly!
Mary Mulhall

Citizens Information Centre

Palmerstown Camera Club

Ballyowen Castle Community
Centre, Lucan
Ph. 0761 07 5090, Fax. 01 6217930
Email Lucan@citinfo.ie
www.citizensinformation.ie

Palmerstown Camera Club
are delighted to announce
that on the Wed 15 January
Dr Fidelma Mullane will be
visiting our club. Dr.
Fidelma Mullane is a
leading authority on
vernacular culture and holds an MA from NUI
Galway and a PhD from the Sorbonne on the
topic on vernacular building. She works on the
study, conservation and representation

Opening Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday 10am to 1pm and 2pm to 4pm.
Wednesday 2pm to 4pm. For your convenience,
please arrive before 12.30pm in the morning and
before 3.45pm in the afternoon as we close
promptly.
Citizens Information Phone Service (CIPS)
0761 07 4000 opening hours 9am to 8pm
Monday to Friday.
MABS (Money Advice and Budgeting Service)
helpline and MABS mortgage arrears helpline
are both on the same number 0761 07 2000
Free Legal Advice Clinic (FLAC) on Thursday
nights from 7pm to 8pm. FLAC Legal
Information & Referral line 1890 350 250 (locall from landlines) / 01 8745690 (mobiles).

Free Dietitian Led DISCOVER DIABETES
Course for Type 2 Diabetes
in Ballyfermot Library.
DISCOVER DIABETES is a FREE 4 week
course to help you manage your Type 2 Diabetes
and is run by your local dietitian. It runs for 2.5
hours each week for 4 weeks.
What is covered in the course?
Session 1: Learn about what diabetes is and how
you can manage it.
Session 2: How to eat healthily and manage
your weight
Session 3: Learn more about carbohydrates and
how to read food labels.
Session 4: Planning for the future and living
well with diabetes
The DISCOVER DIABETES course is starting
Wednesday 29th January and every
Wednesday up to and including Wednesday
19th February in the morning in Ballyfermot
Library.
Places are limited and you must register to
attend.
Call Elaine Brennan, Diabetes Co-ordinator on
01 7958054 to register and find out more
information.

Of vernacular practices. Dr. Mullane also had
access to photographs of US photographers
Dorothea Lange and Robert Creswell. Cresswell,
an anthropologist based in Paris, lived in
Kinvara, Co Galway while undertaking research.
Lange, who is best known for her images of
Depression Era America, was sent by Life
magazine to document rural Co Clare. Recently
Dr.Mullane had an exhibition in Collins Barracks
Dublin called Ireland in focus which runs till
April 20th. She worked for several months in
Henri Cartier Foundation selecting 4000images
in contact sheets Cartier Bresson undertook
several trips to Ireland starting in 1952 when
Ireland was dominated by the Catholic Church.
Palmerstown Camera Club are opening this talk
by Dr. Mullane to none members of the club
there is a €5 charge there are is only limited
availability because of fire Regulations. Please
contact www.palmerstowncameraclub.com you
can also contact our Facebook page.
https://www.facebook.com/Pcameraclub/
we meet at the Parish Hall Kennellsfort Road
Palmerstown at 8pm on Wednesdays
Denis Brazil PRO

Classes for over 50s
Third Age starts new Digital classes in Lucan
early in the New Year.
Classes are free. The 10hour course lasts five weeks
covers the Internet, email,
accessing services online
and use of apps.
To register your interest:
Phone Third Age on 046-9557766, email
nationaloffice@thirdageireland.ie,
or log on to www.thirdageireland.ie

Lucan Drama
Happy New Year 2020
Lucan Drama would like to
wish all its dynamic member,
loyal and appreciative
audiences, the generous and obliging staff of
Lucan newsletter, Mr. Frank Colgan and his
wonderful staff at Lucan Spa Hotel a very happy
New Year. May you all have an abundance of
health and happiness in 2020, the new decade
and always.
Lucan Drama is set to bring some amazing
theatre to Lucan audiences this year. Firstly,
Lucan Drama will stage two One-Act comedies
in the beautiful Honora D. dining room at Lucan
Spa Hotel.
The first play entitled Chocolate is directed by
Jack C. Flanagan, the second entitled All in the
Timing is directed by Vini Casey. You can enjoy
lovely cuisine in luxury and view the play from
your table. The dates for your diary are Friday
7th February and Saturday 8th February at
7.30pm. Thus begins an exciting New Year of
Drama.
Shakespeare is a Dick by Mark Kenneally,
directed by Janet Mc Kennedy is set to compete
in the Bray Independent One-Act Drama Festival
at the end of January. This play was previously
staged in Lucan Spa Hotel in November. We
wish the director, cast and crew every success in
this venture.
Our Spring production is also under discussion at
the moment with further details to follow.
It promises to be an exciting and intriguing full
length drama which will be staged in May.
As always we would like to extend a warm
welcome to newcomers. Plenty of help is always
needed backstage if that is your preference.
For more information on Lucan Drama find
us on Facebook or e-mail
lucandrama@gmail.com
Or Phone Jack: 0860666626 or Lucan Drama:
0894900429.

Nollaig na mBan 2020 –
Mná na hÁite
Liffey Sound FM were
hosts to local women and
friends who gathered to celebrate Nollaig na
mBan on Monday evening last in Kennys. The
evening began with those assembled rising to
their feet to welcome our honoured guest
Uachtaráin na hÉireann Michéal D Higgins (Jack
Donnelly Lucan Drama Society), who addressed
those present. Tributes to local women
decorated the walls, these testimonies were
submitted by the organisations the ladies are
members of or by their friends or neighbours.
Women, who quietly and selflessly work to
improve the lives of others, their community and
environment; women who exemplify the true
spirit of community. The Mná na hÁite Tributes
will be displayed in Lucan library during
January. Thank You to everyone who
contributed and helped to make this such a
successful evening. Athbliain faoi mhaise dóibh,
‘is to mbeire muid beo ar an am seo arís.
Tribute List
Lucan Ahmadiyya Muslim Ladies Association
Lucan Newsletter Ladies
Lucan Tidy Towns Ladies
Meena Baskarasubramanian, Adamstown
Kathleen May, Friends & Neighbours Hillcrest
Rita O’Brien, Hillcrest Residents Association
Mary Curley and Pauline Bligh, ICA (Irish
Countrywoman’s Ass)
Tracy Evans, Liffey Sound FM
Sheila Corrigan RIP, Lucan Drama Society
Eileen O’Brien, Lucan Harriers
Eilene Tucker, Lucan Lions Club
Barbara Cummins and Mary Meehan, Lucan
Patrick’s Day Committee
Maura Mulligan RIP, Meadowview Grove
Bernadette Fagan and People who Care Share
Audrey McMorrow, A Welcome Place
Helen Farrell & Sandra Whelan, Pool4Lucan
Dympna Fennell RIP, U3A (University of the
Third Age)
www.liffeysoundfm.ie or catch up on Facebook
Liffey Sound 96.4FM- Lucan's Community
Radio Station!

Please remember, Wednesday night,
10pm is the weekly deadline for items
to be published in Lucan Newsletter.
Items received after that time, will only be
included if space permits.

Act of Kindness
I would like to contact the lady who came to my
assistance on December 18th at approximately
5.30pm at Supervalu Shopping Centre.
I wish to thank her personally.
Unfortunately I lost her name and number.
My phone number is 086-3293905

Parish Notes
St Mary’s, Lucan
www.lucanparish.com
Christian Meditation: We meet each Tuesday
at 8pm in The Bungalow. Everyone welcome.
Sr. Geraldine, 6217158
Bethany Group: Bethany Group is available to
listen to or just be there for anyone who is
feeling lonely or lost following the death of a
loved one. We meet on the 2nd Monday of each
month from 10.30am-11.30am, also on the 4th
Thursday of each month from 8pm - 9pm. in the
Parish Centre,
Phone: 01 6217041

Medjugorje Mass
St Mary’s Church, Lucan
Monday 13th January 2020 at 7.30pm
(Rosary and Confession at 6.50pm)

Pilgrimages
Medjugorje: Depart May 12th - 8 nights
Spiritual Director. €629.00 p.p.s.
Depart October 14th – 9 nights, direct flight
from Dublin to Mostar. (More details to follow)
Fatima: September 1st for 4 nights. €499 p.p.s.
Pat & Phil - 087 223 8911.

Church Art Calendars 2020:
For Sale in St Mary’s Sacristy and Parish Centre
€1.50
St Mary’s Folk Group
Our next Mass is this Sunday at
12.15pm.
Come along and join in the singing.
Holy Communion for the sick and
housebound:
If you wish to avail of this service or if you know
someone who does, please contact one of the
priests.
Legion of Mary: We meet in Room 2 in the
Parish Centre every Wednesday at 6.30pm. We
are much involved in home visits and nursing
homes. With extra help we could a wider range
of work in the parish. Come and join us, you
will not regret it.
More info: Peter 01 6241105/ Brigid 01 6281686
Parish Ministry: It is an important part of our
ministry to support people in times of sickness
and bereavement. We would greatly appreciate
it, if you would let us know if someone in your
family is ill or admitted to hospital. Ph. 6217041
weekdays between 9.30am and 2pm. (except
Thursday).
Coffee Dock Volunteers needed!!!!!
Would you have two hours free
every second Tuesday morning from
10am - 12 Noon
We could do with your help in
St. Mary's Parish Centre.
Please ring Deirdre in the Parish Office
01-6217041.
Thank you

Burning Candle Campaign Ireland
Presents
Gender Neutral – HPV/Cervical
Cancer Awareness
17th January 2020
Finnstown Castle Hotel
6pm to 9.30pm
1st Topic: Gender Neutral HPV
Awareness - Vaccination
Main Speaker: Dr James Paul O’Neill
Professor of Otolaryngology, Head and
Neck Surgery at Beaumont Hospital and
Royal College of Surgeons Ireland
2nd Topic: HPV: Effects on Boys & Girls
Second Speaker: Dr Success Akindoyin
Featuring:
Talks from Consultant/Doctors
Entertainment from the winner of
Variety Show Ireland 2019, Personal
Story of a Cervical Cancer Survivor,
Fashion Show/Catwalk, Food/Music
and Dance, Candlelight Ceremony
This event is free and for more details
phone 087 2414832 or email
burningcandlesmcw@gmail.com

Society for Old Lucan
(Sol):
January 2020
SOL is the local history group
for Lucan; open to everyone. Free to join - email
OldLucan@gmail.com. Facebook group;
“Society for Old Lucan (SOL)” & Twitter:
@Soc4OldLucan.
What Matters Most for Lucan’s Heritage? –
Reminder
What aspect of our heritage is important to
Lucanian’s? Please vote here LINK:
http://bit.ly/3649H6Z It’s anonymous and takes
about 30 seconds. Closing February.
Saturday 11 January 1pm – 3pm
Drop in To St. Finian’s Church, Esker: Free
Demo in Archaeological Planning & More
(suitable for ages 8-98)

• See live archaeological planning
happening on-site
• Ask the archaeologist any
questions you have
• Bring along any old things you
found in your garden for ID
• Self-guiding tour of the church &
graveyard
• Try out grave-rubbing & other
methods to get a closer look at
gravestone inscriptions
• Find out more about Lucan’s rich
heritage and history
It’s always precarious planning events in January
(but we have to seize the moment when an
archaeologist and equipment become available),
so for that reason, this event may be subject to
late rescheduling in the event of adverse weather
conditions.
The event is FREE but it’s essential that you
register your interest here: http://bit.ly/StFinArch
or by email to oldlucan@gmail.com so that we
can update all those registered as
going/interested should we need to reschedule.
All children and teens will need an adult with
them. Unfortunately, no access for buggies. All
parking is strictly at Lucan Leisure Centre carpark (4 mins walk away max).
Update: St. Finian’s Church, Esker, Lucan &
‘Adopt A Monument’/Heritage Council
On foot of the Geophysical Survey and
Architectural Conservation Survey of St.
Finian’s church and graveyard, commissioned in
2019, we have asked SDCC to consider applying
for Government funding to fund urgent repair

work on the western gable wall of St. Finian’s.
The gable wall has suffered some masonry loss
and it is essential that this be fixed as soon as
possible. We will continue to work on this and
keep you updated.
Sol February Event: free local historical walk –
full details to follow next week.
Sol March Event: local field trip – full details to
follow next week.
Committee: Helen Farrell (chair), Elaine
Hurley, Billy Sines, Darren Tully, Paul Butler
and Jonathan Cully.
Contact us: OldLucan@gmail.com

Lucan Men's Shed
Weather is changeable and
not particularly good just
now.
However, if you make the
trip from your home to
Lucan Men's Shed, located
on the Newcastle Road at the IWA
Broadmeadows Centre, accessed
at the second gateway on the right after you cross
the bridge, you will not be disappointed with the
warm, friendly welcome you will get there.
The Shed is open Monday to Thursday, from
1000 until 1400, to the men of Lucan and
district, with the proviso that you are over 18
years of age and that you support the aims of the
Shed.
A venue for men to talk and connect, to avail of
opportunities to socialize and make friends and
to use space to pursue activities, all provided in
the Shed, to those who wish to take up
membership and benefit as a result.
We are here, opening on each of four days
weekly: the rest is up to you.
On Monday, 13.01.2020, at 18.30, there will be a
Special General Meeting in the Seminar
Room, Lucan Library, to finish at approximately
19.50. The purpose of the meeting will be to seek
approval for a revised Constitution for Lucan
Men's Shed. An enthusiastic attendance will
ensure the success of the occasion. Will you be
there?

Sarsfield Park & District Residents
Assoc.
On behalf of all our residents we off our
condolences to the families of Pauline Cullen,
Carmel Clarke and Tess Keogh.
May they rest in peace.

Anniversaries
DALY (JOAN and LUCY)
10th and 16th January
In loving memory of Joan and Lucy.
Loved and missed always.
Anne, Dave and family
DONACHIE (MAY)
1st Anniversary – 9th January
God saw you were getting tired
When a cure was not to be
He closed his arms around you
And whispered “Come to me”
In tears we watched you sinking
We watched you fade away
And though our hearts were breaking
We knew you could not stay
A golden heart stopped beating
Hard working hands at rest
It broke our hearts to see you go
God only takes the best.
Forever in our hearts, John, Anne, Mathew and
Jack, Siobhan, Ciaran, Ciara, Tomás and
Caoimhe
McNAMARA (DENIS, DJ)
3rd Anniversary – 14th January

In loving memory of a beloved husband, dad and
grandad.
Sadly, missed along life's way
Quietly remembered every day
No longer in our life to share
But in our hearts, you're always there.
Loved and missed and in our hearts always by
all the family
MULDOWNEY (MAY)
6th Anniversary – 9th January
In loving memory of our mam, May.
We hold you close within our hearts
And there you shall remain
To walk with us throughout our lives
Until we meet again
So rest in peace dear mam
And thanks for all you’ve done
We pray that God has given you
The crown you’ve truly worn.
Also remembering our dad, John.
Sadly missed and never forgotten from your
loving children David, John Paul, Sandra,
Caroline, sons and daughters-in-law and
grandchildren

VALENTINE (JIM)
2nd Anniversary – 17th January
A smile for all, a heart of gold
The best this world could ever hold
Never selfish, always kind
Beautiful memory to leave behind.
Sadly missed by his wife, children and
grandchildren xxx
Jim’s Anniversary Mass is Saturday 18 th
January at 6.30pm in Divine Mercy, Lucan
South.
ROTHERY (RAY)
3rd Anniversary – 16th January
Late of Hillcrest, Lucan.
Your life was a blessing
Your memory a treasure
You are loved beyond words
And missed beyond measure.
Loved and missed always by Val, Keith, Ian,
Gary and all family and friends

BAPTISM CANDLES
Available from St. Mary’s Parish
Centre or Sacristy.
Cost €5.

Celbridge Mill Community Centre
celbridgemillcommunitycentre@gmail.com
Facebook “The Mill Community Centre”
Phone: 01 6288556.
Mini Indoor Soccer Coaching for boys and
Girls 5-9 years. Sunday mornings 10-12. Starts
January 19th.
Starting Soon Fitness Class for Arthritis
sufferers. Pickle ball Racquet for over 50s.
Be Active – Be alive fitness class for the over
50s.
Soccer Players aged 55 – 75 years wanted for
our “Walking Indoor Soccer” which takes place
on Tuesdays at 7pm.
Fancy a Game of Traditional “Whist/ 25s”?
Whist / 25s Card Games and social night at the
centre every Monday at 8.30pm. Phone Mary at
01 6288174.

Lucan Lions Club
Food Appeals: Sincere
thanks to all who
supported the Lions Club
Food Appeal over the
Christmas period. We are
grateful to our local SuperValu and Eurospar
supermarkets for allowing us to collect on their
premises. Special thanks to all the volunteers and
supporters who helped out with collections, the
students from Lucan Community College who
helped with the bag pack in SuperValu and
needless to say all the loyal customers who
contributed to our collections. We want to
express our sincere thanks to SuperValu Lucan
for their sponsorship of the Christmas Raffle.
The draw was held on 23 December and the
following were the hamper winners: Mick
Roche, Geraldine Whelan, Ollie Mahon, Vincent
Shannon, Rory Stapleton and Deirdre Miller.
Thanks also to a number of individuals who
made separate donations.
Lucan Spa Hotel Christmas Shows - Thanks to
Frank Colgan for allowing the Club to have a
raffle at the Christmas Shows in the Spa Hotel on
6 and 13 December
All of the funds raised from these activities are
donated to worthy local causes - thanks to one
and all for your ongoing loyal support.
Nollaig na mBan: Congratulations to Lucan
Lion Eilene Tucker who was honoured at the
Nollaig Na mBan event hosted by Liffey Sound
on Monday 6 January in Kennys Lounge. Eilene
was recognised and acknowledged for her long
standing contribution to the Lucan Community
as a hard working member of our Club. Eilene
was the first female President of the Club. Well
done to Liffey Sound for re-establishing these
very worthwhile awards.
We wish all at Lucan Newsletter a very happy
and prosperous New Year and thank you for
your support for Lucan Lions during 2019.

Stolen
Stolen from car in Beech
Park on New Year’s
Eve pm/am. Set of 4 Bowls – (Westmanstown
Club). One found on small Beech Park Green, 3
still missing plus small black carrier bag.
If found please phone 087 6152229.

Nice to see Daffodils
peeping up, indeed out in
some places.
Our Water Supply!
Can any of our local
representatives find out the
following for us:
Where is our present water supply coming from?
If it comes from Ballymore Eustace, does it pass
through Leixlip treatment plant?
Why is there such a strong smell of chlorine
from it?
It has come to our attention that some people are
having particular skin problems where the
chlorine smell is very strong in the supply. Is
there a connection?
Gaybo, Marian and now Larry! They’ll be
able to have their own radio station in heaven.
May they all rest in peace.

Lucan Local History
presents......

150 Years of Stewart's Care
The pathway to the present

A talk by Pat O'Donoghue on his new
publication of the same name. In this talk
Pat will enlighten us about the History of
one of Ireland's famous hospitals from the
19th Century to the present day.
The talk will be in Lucan Library Tuesday
21st January from 7 - 8 pm and you can
book by contacting the Library or booking
through Eventbrite.

CHOOL
NEWS
St Joseph’s College
Happy New Year! We hope that everybody had
a lovely Christmas and wish all of our students,
staff, parents and Lucan community a very
Happy New Year.
Debating Success! Congratulations to our Senior
Debaters for their exemplary performance on
Monday night, winning their Concern Debate
against Holy Family Community School, in
Rathcoole. The debate motion was 'Volunteering
abroad does more harm than good'. The team
consisted of our captain, Emma Williams,
Hannah Farrelly, Kate Henry and Erica
Flynn. Well done to all competitors!

Our Language Hub is open again at lunchtimes
in the language lab. All students are welcome to
come along to practice their French, German,
Italian, Spanish or Irish. We thank Ms Walsh for
facilitating this popular service.
BT Young Scientist: All Second Year students
will be attending the Annual BT Young Scientist
Exhibition in the RDS on Thursday 9th January.
The girls will be able to view the many projects
on display. It’s a good opportunity for them to
get ideas for their Classroom Based Assessment
in Science, which they are required to do later
this year as part of the new Junior Cycle.
Stamps: Ms Kearney is requesting stamps that
may have been collected from envelopes over the
Christmas period. They are vital in the support of
our boglands and selling them raises funds to
help preserve and conserve the unique habitat
and its flora and fauna. Anybody wishing to
donate their stamps to Ms Kearney can drop
them to our school reception.
Thank you!
Songwriting Workshop: This
week our 4th year students
were writing their own lyrics,
composing their own music and
choreographing, videoing and
editing their accompanying
videos on their 2-day workshop
with CreateSchool. We look
forward to seeing the results!
Below: TY students working on
their video during their songwriting workshop

Our successful Senior Debating Team: Erica,
Kate, Hannah and Emma.
Soccer: Our First Years made a great effort on
Tuesday in their Soccer match against
Presentation Kilkenny. Unfortunately they didn't
win but not to worry! – There’s always next
time!
TY Work Experience: Our 4th year students
will complete one week work experience next
week. We wish them all success and hope they
find it to be a rewarding experience. TY students
source their own work experience locations, with
a view to helping them in their future subject and
career choice decisions.
Senior Career Talks: We had career talks for
Senior Students this week on Architecture and
Primary School Teaching & Early Childhood
Education. We would like to thank our Guidance
Department for arranging these talks.

All of this news plus more can be found on our
Twitter & Webpage
Follow us on Twitter: @STJosephs3
Our School Website: https://stjosephslucan.com

What John D’Alton wrote about Lucan in 1838….
“From Esker a short line of road, over an
elevated plain suddenly conducts to the brink of
a steep, whence a picturesque descent leads into
the now too much neglected valley and village of
Lucan; the new spa-house, its plantations, and
the surrounding enclosures in the former, the
bridge, the church, the school, and the houses of
the latter, form an interesting, but scarcely
animated foreground.
“Previously, however, to entering this locality,
the tourist should ascend the eminence at left. It
is enclosed within the demesne of Captain
Gandon, and has its summit rounded into a fine
rath, half of whose circumference is by nature
difficult of access, while the other half is
defended by smooth, steep outworks of earth.
Immediately from its centre a cave sinks into the
hill, descending a considerable way
underground, and linking in its course a series of
six or more, little circular vaults. In removing
some of the fine mould about this cave, several
stone implements of war and husbandry were
discovered, some of which, together with an
ancient spur, and, a piece of curiously carved
bone also found here, are in the possession of
Captain Gandon.
Note: Captain James Gandon was the son
of the architect, James Gandon, and
inherited his father’s estate on his death in
1823. The ‘rath’ mentioned is no longer
accessible.
Captain Gandon lived at Griffeen Lodge.

“The locality of Lucan, so sweetly situated at the
junction of the little river Griffin with the Liffey,
was once much and deservedly frequented on
account of the beauty of its scenery, the salubrity
of its air, and the vicinity of medicinal springs of
experienced efficacy. The fickleness of fashion,
the want of encouragement from the proprietor,
the unwelcome presence of turn-pikes, the
diversion of the great western line of road and
the removal of the cotton factory, have however,
consigned Lucan to unmerited obscurity.

Note: The cotton factory referred to was on
the Adamstown Road, just beside Moat
Lodge. The ruins of it are still to be seen
close to where the Griffeen passes under
the road.

“Within the demesne, and closely adjoining the
ruins of the castle of the Sarsfields, are the
remains of the ancient church, from which “the
eye of the stranger” is so unrelentingly excluded,
that, but for a kind communication from Captain
Gandon, of Griffin Lodge, its tombs must have
been unnoticed.

Griffeen Lodge (home of Capt. Gandon)
Note: It was thought at the time that the
tower adjoining the church ruin was part of
the Sarsfield Castle. Looking at Thomas
Roberts paintings of Lucan, we see
otherwise. The castle actually stood on the
site of the present Lucan House.

“The new church which
has been constructed on
a different site, is a plain
edifice, having in it one
white marble monument
to the said Colonel
Vesey. There is also in
the village a Roman
Catholic chapel much
out of repair, near which
is a charity school,
which, while supported
by the proceeds of
sermons and
subscriptions, was
attended by about 100 children, but, on obtaining
a grant of £14 per annum from the National
Board, its number of pupils has been doubled.
There is also here a parish school, maintained by
private subscriptions, and attended by about
thirty-six boys and forty girls. Attached to this is
an infant school, founded in 1836.

Note: The ‘new church’ was of course St.
Andrew’s (1823).
During this era, the new St. Mary’s was
already under construction.
The ‘charity school’ was Lucan’s first
National School, and was located on the
banks of the Griffeen at the Hollow on the
Adamstown Road, close to the old mill
ruins.
The Parish School is the old St. Andrews
School across the road from St. Andrew’s
Church.

broken across, other folded, and convoluted in a
very complicated manner. Lapides stalactites are
also found in these quarries.

Note: There was a large quarry where
Chadwicks is today, and stone was also
quarried from the area where the Weir View
houses stand.
Quarrying is featured in Thomas Roberts
painting of ‘Lucan Castle’, where men can
be seen working on the Weir View houses
site. This and other Roberts paintings hang
in the National Gallery.
“The botanist will find near the bridge, carum
carui, common caraway; and on the old walls,
valeriana rubra, red valerian; asplenium
ceterach, common spleenworth; asplenium
trichomanes, common maiden hair, &c.

“At the back of the town the Liffey is crossed by
a noble bridge of one elliptical arch, spanning,
where it shoots from the water, 110 feet 6 inches.
Near it are iron mills, which give employment to
about twenty persons; and there were, some
years since, a little higher up the river, cotton
works, by the removal of which the town and
neighbourhood have been seriously injured.

“In the immediate vicinity of Lucan, on the
ascent to Dublin, is Edmondsbury, the seat of
Mr. Needham, once the favourite retreat of
Edmond Sexton Perry, Speaker of the Irish
House of Commons, afterwards created Viscount
Perry; while in the opposite direction, between
this village and Leixlip, extends the handsome
demesne of Mr. Colthurst, affording delightful
walks along the winding banks of the Liffey, that
here silently glides through the ancient woods,
there foams among rocks, or hurries in a bold
sweep round the mansion-house.

Note: The iron mills were replaced by Hills
Woollen Mills c1860.
The cotton works referred to here, were at
Bleach Green, at the bottom of Stanfords
Hill/Weir View.
“The parish is a perpetual curacy (the rectory and
vicarage being in the union of Leixlip) It extends
over eight townlands, comprising 1125a 2r 16p.,
and was returned in 1831 as having 1737
inhabitants. In the Roman Catholic arrangement
it is in the union of Clondalkin. The fee of the
principal part is in the Colthurst family. Rent
rates from two guineas to three pounds; the
wages of labour being from seven to eight
shillings per week.
“The neighbourhood abounds with calp, whose
contortions are distinctly displayed in the
quarries, the strata are perpendicular, some being

“About midway between Lucan and Leixlip, is
the establishment pre-eminently called the
Lucan-Spa House, a well-kept and once a well
frequented hotel, whence a tunnel under the road
leads to the spa, which rises close to the river
Liffey, and is impregnated as strongly, perhaps
as any other natural spring which carbonate of
lime and sulphurated nitrogen gas.

The water, though limpid, emits a peculiarly
offensive odour, and the taste is equally
disagreeable. The soil from which it issues, is a
limestone gravel supposed to contain coal, it
throws up a bluish scum to the surface, and after
rain become whey-coloured. It is but fifteen feet
deep, contains about eighty gallons of water, and
when empties fills again in an hour.
Note: The Lucan-Spa House, a well-kept and
once well frequented hotel, was the present
County Bar. The Spa Hotel with which we’re
familiar was only built in 1891, a few years
after the author died.

On Esker:
“This district formerly constituted one of the
four manors in the county of Dublin, anciently
annexed to the crown, and designated the King’s
land; the others being Newcastle, Saggard, and
Cromlin. “The manor comprised the townlands
of Esker, Ballydowd, Finnstown, Ballyowen, and
Lishoke.

“Within the ruins are tombs to the Rev. John
Kyan, ‘shepherd of Leixlip’, died 1750; as also
one to the Rev. James MacCarthy, Roman
Catholic curate of the parishes of Palmerstown
and Lucan, who was murdered on the hill over
the latter village in 1807.
“The parish extends over 2508a.2r.19p.,
comprised of four townlands, having a
population returned in 1821 as 466 persons, in
1831 as 1075, of whom 921 were Roman
Catholics. It has compounded for its tithes at
£646 3s 1d., of which the great belong to the
Dean of St. Patrick’s with the exception of those
of the townland of Ballydowd and the Bishop’s
Field, which , with the tithes of hay, and all the
small tithes of the rest of the parish, appertain to
the vicar by endowment. Near this village is the
glebe-house of the incumbent, who has a glebe
of 28a.
“Contiguous to this village was an extensive
cotton factory, which has however, ceased to
work within the last few years. A little beyond it
are the remains of Adamstown Castle, now
adapted for a farmer’s residence; immediately
adjacent to which is Finnstown, a townland,
accounted within the manor of Esker.

John Dalton was born in Co. Westmeath
in 1792. He became a barrister, which may
account for some of his eloquent turns of
phrase in his writings. ‘The History of
County Dublin’ was first published in
1838. He died in 1867.
Note:
When John Dalton wrote the above
account of Lucan, it was a good twenty
years before Shackletons came to Lucan,
and Hills took over the site of the old iron
works – both businesses bringing great
changes to the area in both employment
and housing.
“The ruins of the church which existed here
measure twenty-seven yards by six, the belfry
gable being quite perfect. It and the other
remains are thickly enveloped in ivy, and,
standing on an eminence, have a very
picturesque appearance. The solemn interest of
the scene increased, as the sun set and the
evening fell over the waving ivy; the birds
rustled into their nests, the beetles whirled
humming from the walls, and the bats struck
their mealy wings against the everlasting foliage.

It would be 1867 when the Presentation
Sisters came, educating the much greater
child population by that time.

Photos of Lucan House, St. Andrews, and Lucan
Bridge courtesy of the Shackleton Collection.
Griffeen Lodge and St. Finians ruins – Mary
Mulhall.
m.m.

Political Notes
Cllr.Emer Higgins – Fine Gael
087 921 7741. ehiggins@cllrs.sdublincoc.ie

Happy New Year: Happy New Year to
everyone in Lucan. If there are any local issues I
can assist with during 2020 just get in touch.
Celebrating Women of Lucan: Well done to
Liffey Sound FM and everyone involved in
putting together a special Nollaig Na mBan event
this week to recognise the achievements of local
women. Some of their stories will be shared in
the Library over the coming days - keep an eye
out.
Know Where You Stand: Frances Fitzgerald
published an annual guide to rights and
entitlements every winter after the budget was
announced. I'll be continuing this tradition.
Please keep an eye out for your copy or text
KWYS and your name and address to me at
0879217741 and I'll pop one in the post for you.

John Curran T.D. – Fianna Fáil
Email: John.curran@oireachtas.ie Phone: 01 6183792.

Happy New Year: I would like to take this
opportunity to wish you all a very Happy New
Year. If you feel that I can be of any assistance
to you, please do not hesitate to contact me. My
Clondalkin Constituency Office is open Mon-Fri
9.30 – 5pm so feel free to drop in OR Tel: 01
618 3792 OR email: john.curran@oireachtas.ie
Home Care Packages: I plan to continue to
raise the urgent need for increased investment
and hours in Home Care Packages. Older people
deserve to be in their own homes and to feel safe.
The long waiting list to get access to home care
packages has had a negative impact on our
hospitals, with delayed discharges. The HSE has
not been meeting its target of providing home
help to people in Dublin Mid-West in 2019.
1,254 people are waiting for home care support
in the area.

Cllr. Paul Gogarty – Independent and
Green-minded “Not just at election time”
Tel: 087-2752489. Email: info@paulgogarty.com

Rats in Hermitage Park: Recent works in this
Park have led to displacement of rats. The
Council has been notified as with previous
incidences in other parks around Lucan.
Litter Management Draft Plan submission:
I included the litter elements of the Lucan
Community Survey into my submission on the
Council’s online portal. I also requested more
bins, more litter wardens, higher fines if possible

to fund these and a zero tolerance approach. I
also suggested that offenders should be
published
Online. Littering, whether it’s dumping, cans,
cigarette butts or dog dirt bags is an
environmentally damaging activity that has no
excuses.
Parking Review: The planned pay parking
review for South Dublin has been delayed. I will
update residents as soon as any information
comes to hand regarding the consultation process
being opened.

Gino Kenny TD- People Before Profit
Phone: 01-6183816. Email: gino.kenny@oir.ie

I would like to take this chance to wish people a
prosperous and peaceful 2020. A number of
immediate issues will be upon us very soon
including a general election this spring. A new
Dail term begins next week. One issue that I
highlighted before the Christmas break was those
that live with the condition of Endometriosis.
One in ten women will suffer from the condition.
I organised a number of briefings and a press
conference to highlight the issue. For more
information contact the Endometriosis
Association of
Ireland. https://www.endometriosis.ie/aboutendometriosis/

Cllr. Shane Moynihan – Fianna Fáil
(Palmerstown-Fonthill). Ph: 087 7840898
smoynihan@cllrs.sdublincoco.ie
Facebook.com/cllrshanemoynihan
Twitter: @shanemoynihan
Instagram: cllrshanemoynihan

Beannachtai na hAthbhliana: I would like to
wish all residents in Lucan and readers of the
Newsletter every best wish for the New Year. As
ever, if there is anything with which I can help
you, please get in touch.
Carbon Monoxide Alarms: South Dublin
County Council is running a scheme to provide
Carbon Monoxide alarms free to residents who
are over 55 and living alone OR deemed to be
vulnerable. Applications close on Thursday 16th
January 2020. Further information is available
at https://secure.southdublin.ie/Forms/Item/56.
Contact me if you'd like to learn more.
Debris on cycle paths and footpaths: I have
asked South Dublin County Council to clear
leaves and debris from various areas in Lucan,
including the Woodies junction, St. Loman’s
Road and the cycle tracks on the N4 Bridge over
the M50 please

The Lucan Credit Union Academy will return
on 18 January, 9.30am for girls, 10am for boys.

Now is the time to renew Membership for 2020.
Go Online to the club website,
www.lucansarsfields.ie or download the new
Clubforce Mobile App by going to the
appropriate app store. This GDPR compliant app
allows you to renew your membership, including
spreading the payment over six months. You can
also use the app to purchase entries to the club
lotto and tickets for other events that the Club
may run.
Our condolences to the Maguire family on the
loss of Thomas, father of Glen (Ladies Football
Mentor) and Grandfather of Caitlin (Ladies
Football)
January Special Offer: Wear your GAA jersey
on the Croke Park Stadium Tour this January and
get your tour ticket half price! Adults, children,
seniors, students and families can avail of this
fantastic offer when they proudly sport their
GAA club, county or Kellogg’s Cúl Camp
jerseys. For more information visit
www.crokepark.ie/jerseyjanuary.
Volunteers Night takes place on
Saturday 18th January.
Annual Hurling Quiz 2020. This will take place
on Friday 31st January from 8pm. Entry cost for
a team of four is €40, Raffle on the night with
prizes galore.
Club Lotto: There was no winner of the €19,000
Lotto on 2 January. The numbers drawn were 5,
9, 17 and 24. The Lotto Jackpot of €19,400 to be
held on January 9th will be
run by Frank Fleming and
sponsored by O’Gradys
Hearing Care Services.
Lucky Dip winners (€30)
Mary Cloherty, Michael
Bowler, Karen Brodie,
James Casey and Cian Fleming. Play Online via
the website, or tickets can be purchased at the
Club, Kenny’s of Lucan or Vesey Arms.
Club Shop reopens on 09 January 2020.
Opening hours, Thursdays 7:308.30pm and Saturdays 10:30am-1:30pm.

Cúpla Focal Club will be back on Monday
January 13, and then every Monday, time 8pm9pm, two groups, beginners and advanced, learn
to speak Irish in a fun way. Interested? Fáilte
roimh cách.
GAA for All (SARS Stars) is every Tuesday
5.15-6pm in Scoil Mhuire. This provides training
for children with disabilities age 5-12.
Newcomers always welcome.
Bingo: Wednesdays 8:30pm, returns on January
8, 2020
Lucan Sarsfields GAA Club 25 Card Drive
every Friday, in the Clubhouse Bar.
Time: 8.00pm Sharp
1st Prize: €50, 2nd Prize if 3 or more tables.

_________________________

Volunteer Drivers Required
The Irish Cancer Society’s Volunteer Driver
Service is looking for volunteer drivers who will
drive patients to and from their chemotherapy
appointments. The service is free to the patient
with all driver expenses are paid. We are
currently looking for volunteers in the Dublin
north and west areas to drive patients to and from
their appointments in our partner Dublin
hospitals.
For more information or an application form
please email Gail atgflinter@irishcancer.ie ,
Call 01 2310 566 or visit: www.cancer.ie

Mother and Toddler
Group
Thursdays
10.30am to 12 noon
in St. Mary’s Parish Centre, Lucan

for top photographer Stephen Rynne and to the
rest of you for taking the time to travel to
Raheny today.

LUCAN HARRIERS A.C.

In the ladies 3k race Breda Smyth 13.29 in very
respectable 17th place, Ursula Eaton 14.08
Trisha Gough 14.20 Kathleen Trunk 14.50
Bernie Stapleton 15.43 and picking up bronze
medal in her age category Eileen O'Brien 18.20.
In the men's 6k Gary Farrell 23.22 Will Byrne
24.04 PJ Hyland 25.32 Derek Lynch 25.51 Colm
Carey 26.01 Rob Brannigan 26.13 Colin O'Gara
27.01 and Gerry Byrne 29.04.
Overall in the team results the ladies came 11th
out of 16 whilst the men came 12th out of 18

Keeping active over the Christmas was Lucan
Harriers very own Noeleen Donegan.
On St. Stephen’s day it was 6k in Kilbeggan in a
time of 32:41.
A few days later on Saturday 28th in Longford
Noeleen ran the Ardagh 10 mile 1:32:50, and
assures this race is highly recommended. There
is however a monster of a hill at the start of it.
Also in Ardagh on the same day was none other
than Mary Browne who despite the big hill
managed a personal best in 1.23.29 and first in
her age category picking up a beautiful silver
plate for her troubles. Great stuff Noeleen and
Mary

Dublin Masters Cross Country at St. Annes
Park: Firstly thank you to our Captains Sarah
Hughes and Damien O Sullivan for organising
the teams and to coaches Gerry Martin, Colm O
Connor and Vinny Murtagh for rocking up to
support us and a very special word of gratitude

Lucan Harriers gets brand new high jump
facility: Thanks to Keith Gallagher for making
this happen along with Eoin Fitzgerald, Tom
Moriarty and Patrick Holden who helped
assemble the kit.

LUCAN PITCH & PUTT CLUB
Wishing you Well: The committee and
members wish to extend their best wishes to
Michael Monaghan, Brenda Purcell, Chrissy
Creevey and Jimmy Thompson and hope each
one of you is on the way to a full recovery and
looking forward to seeing you all back very
shortly for 2020 season.
Winter Leagues : Our Winter League
commenced last Sunday morning under the
stewardship of our Competition Secretary Noel
Ryan. We have a total of 18 teams divided into
four groups. Each team comprises of four
players one being a lady. We had some very
close games last Sunday with the Dream Team
sharing the points on the day. In the 12.30 group
we had the Phillipos taking all twelve points –
rumour has it that since they sacked the Cork
man this team has come on in leaps and bounds
and they proved it on Sunday.

We had three scalps on Sunday – well done
ladies. Angela Shanahan beat Joe Murphy,
Dora Keane beat David Gannon and Sandra
Keogh beat Tommy Coogan. One wonders if
any of these men’s names will appear again in
our newsletter – no pressure lads.
Ladies please note that weather permitting and
the course being open we will have our usual
Saturday 9 hole scramble at 1pm.
2020 Day Outing: The Gent’s day out is on
Saturday 29th February to St.Brigid’s Pitch and
Putt Club in Kildare. The Ladies day out is on
Saturday 7th March to Gaeil Colmcille Pitch and
Putt Club in Kells. Please ensure that you have
your name on the sheet in the Clubhouse and
your deposit paid.
New Members Welcome – Adults and
Juveniles : Our Club is now open for
membership. If you would like to join our Club
please contact the Secretary in writing and we
will be in touch with the relevant details by
return. You can join as a family or individual or
indeed you are more than welcome to call into
the Club House and ask for any committee
member who will be only too willing to discuss
your enquiry – best time to call is at the weekend
or contact us at info@lucanpitchandputt.com05
Hall/Room for Hire: Please note that we have a
hall/room for hire from 7pm weekdays – short
term or long term hire/lease will be considered.
Please contact the secretary by letter or email
info@lucanpitchandputt.com
Music in the Clubhouse: We have music in the
Clubhouse this Sunday after the Winter League
at 2.30 – come along and join in the sing song
and support your club.

St. Mary’s Cards
Will resume on Sunday night January 12th at
8.30pm.
Deepest sympathy to the husband and family of
Tess Keogh. May she rest in peace.

Anam Cara
South Dublin
are holding a Parent
Support Event on 13th
January at 7:20pm in the Maldron Hotel,
Whitestown Way, Tallaght. This event is free
and open to all bereaved parents regardless of the
age your child died, the circumstances of their
death, or whether their death was recent or not.
For more information, see anamcara.ie or call
our Information Line on 085 2888 888.

Transport Users
I was saddened and very disappointed to hear
that more people were killed on the roads last
year than the previous year after all the new
measures that were introduced. I pointed out at
the time the main causes of deaths on the road
were 1. Fatigue, 2. Road conditions and 3. Driver
bad behaviour, taking chances etc. these were not
addressed. I urge them to take action on these
issues to reduce deaths on the roads in some
form by advertising, education and enforcement,
not always on the easy targets of low hanging
fruit etc. If we tackle these issues we have a great
chance to greatly deduce road deaths. Let’s
make 2020 a better and safer year.
T. Newton 086 3127364

Lucan Active Retirement Assoc.
Just a reminder to our members, he club will
reopen on January 16th from 11.30am to
2.30pm.
I know this is going to be a very sad time for us
all, as we remember the loss of our dear friend
and Chairperson Frances Farrell.
Frances has been an invaluable member of
LARA since we first opened in 2014. She was a
natural organiser and she did it so well. We miss
her so much already. She is going to be a very
hard act to follow. But I as the new chairperson
of LARA will, with the help of our committee
and you the members, do my very best in 2020 to
measure in some small way to what Frances
would expect from me. May she rest in peace
and may Eddie, Paul, Kevin, Brendan and
Grainne find the strength to cope with this loss.
Our thoughts are with them.
Bernadette Farrelly, Chairperson. (087
3164890).
L.A.R.A. Whist Results.
10th December: Joint 1st: Joe Kinsella / Niall
Marron / Brendan Ryan.
17th December: 1st: Mariam Walsh. 2nd: Joe
Kinsella. 3rd: Niall Marron.
2020 – 7th January: 1st: Joe Kinsella. 2nd:
Michael Bradley. 3rd: Marguerite Cunningham.

Lucan Senior Citizens
Wednesday 15th: 10.30 – 12.30 Social morning
in the Parish Centre.
Looking forward to welcoming all our members
back after the holidays.
New members are always welcome.

Church Notices - Sunday 12th January 2020
The Baptism of the Lord
St. Mary's Lucan
Sunday Masses: Vigil Saturday, 6.30pm,
8.45am, 9.45am, 11am, 12.15pm and 7pm
Weekday Masses: 10am
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:
(Nuns Chapel), on Thursday 2pm - 4pm
and Saturday 7.30pm – 9.00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday after 10am Mass and after the
6.30pm Mass
Baptisms:
Baptism will take place every weekend.
We ask parents to call to the Sacristy to
book at least one month before ceremony.
Deepest Sympathy to the family and
friends of Catherine (Kitty) Carroll
formerly Esker Lawns and to the wife,
family and friends of
Peter Whelan, Airlie Heights.
May they rest in peace.

St. Patrick's
Esker / Dodsboro / Adamstown
Sunday Masses: Vigil Saturday, 7.00pm,
9am, 10.30am and 12 noon Folk Mass
Weekday Masses: Monday to Saturday:
10am
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday morning after 10am Mass and Saturday
evening between 6:15 - 6:50pm.
Baptisms: 1st and 3rd Sundays at 12.45pm and
2nd Saturday at 12.30pm. At least four weeks’
notice is required to facilitate preparation.
Applications between 10am and 1.00pm
Monday to Friday at Parish Office or after any
Mass as Parents are required to attend a preBaptism Meeting. Bookings cannot be accepted
on the telephone or by email.

Divine Mercy Lucan South
Sunday Masses:
Vigil Saturday, 6.30pm, 10.30am and 12 noon
Weekday Masses:
Monday to Friday: 9.15am and Saturday at
10am
Adoration and Prayer:
Adoration – Friday 9.45am-3pm.
Adoration of The Blessed Sacrament & Chaplet
of Divine Mercy - Monday, 2:00pm – 3:00pm.
Please come and spend some time in Adoration.
(If you would like to commit to one hour per
month or per fortnight please phone Bernadette
at 0862209634)
Prayer Group – Monday 7.30pm-8.30pm
Scripture Reading – Tuesday 9.45am-10.45am
Baptisms:
Parents are asked to attend an information
meeting before making arrangements or
booking dates.

St. Andrew’s Church of Ireland
Sunday:
St. Andrew’s - 9am and 10am
St. Mary’s, Leixlip 11.30am

Lucan Presbyterian Church
Sunday: 10.30am Morning Worship
Crèche and Children's Ministry

Lucan Methodist Church
Sunday: 9.45am - Holy Communion

