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Light at the end of the Tunnel

This week saw the first tentative steps towards a return to normality in our lives. The long period of
incarceration has been somewhat alleviated and we find ourselves able to do some of the old familiar things
once again. Who would have thought that the simple pleasure of sharing a cuppa with a neighbour or friend
could be such a source of sheer joy?
The news that our churches can re-open on June 29th is a particular cause for rejoicing. The experience of
celebrating the Sacrament of unity in an empty church has been – at least for me – a disquieting and strange
affair. I long for the day when a real live congregation replaces the virtual congregation out there in
cyberspace. Having said that, the internet has been a real lifeline for the parishes these past few months,
providing a point of contact, albeit a remote point of contact between us.
When we do open our doors for public Masses things will not simply return to an ‘as-you-were’ scenario.
Social distancing, respecting the 2-metre rule, will impose severe restrictions on the numbers that can be in
attendance and will impact on the nature and duration of our celebrations. In St. Mary’s we have a group
planning the measures that will need to be taken to be fully in compliance with all public health directives. It
appears that the 2-metre rule will mean that St. Mary’s will only be able to accommodate about 80 people at
Mass, and this in a church with a seating capacity of almost 600. How we regulate this, and enforce it, is all a
matter for discussion during these days.
How we distribute Holy Communion is also a matter to be decided. We need to ensure that nobody is put at
risk by careless practice of any kind. We are grateful to the volunteers who have come forward to assist with
the logistics of re-opening.
A reminder that the Sunday obligation to attend Mass is suspended at present and one suggestion that has
been made is that people could attend a 10.00 am morning weekday Mass during the week instead. There is
also the question of First Holy Communion days and Confirmations, not to mention a backlog of Baptisms –
all these issues will be addressed in the coming weeks, and a roadmap forward will be prepared.
The ease of restrictions shouldn’t mean that we throw caution to the wind, the experts are warning of a
possible resurgence of Covid-19 – a prospect that none of us would relish. We need to remain vigilant.
Philip Curran, St. Mary’s, Lucan

Parish Notes

Acknowledgement

St Mary’s, Lucan

Fr Patrick Smith

www.lucanparish.com

I would like to thank Fr. Philip, Fr. Tom and all
my neighbours, friends and parishioners for their
wonderful support and kindness on the death of
my brother Fr Patrick Smith, in Arizona on 24th
May 2020.
A Mass has been offered for all your intentions.
Sr Geraldine

Masses at St Mary’s:
Mass will be available on the Internet only each
weekday Monday to Saturday at 10am and on
Sunday at 11am.
www.lucanparish.com

Private Prayer:
The Church will be open Sunday from 12.15pm
until 8pm and on Wednesday from 10.45am to
5pm (provided there are no funerals taking place)
Please enter by the main porch door only and
exit by the door near the Nuns Chapel only.

The Prayer Perfect
by James Whitcomb Riley

St. Patrick’s
Esker/Dodsboro/Adamstown
www.stpatrickslucan.ie
Mass will be available on Sundays at 10.30am
and 12 noon on the web at
www.stpatrickslucan.ie

Divine Mercy, Lucan South
www.lucansouthparish.net
Mass will be broadcast live at 10.30am this
Sunday on the Parish Facebook Page.
‘Church of Divine Mercy, Lucan South
Parish‘
RTE News Now will also broadcast Daily Mass at
10.30am for those of you who don’t have access
to the internet.

Dear Lord! Kind Lord!
Gracious Lord! I pray
Thou wilt look on all I love,
Tenderly to-day!
Weed their hearts of weariness;
Scatter every care,
Down a wake of angel wings
Winnowing the air.
Bring unto the sorrowing
All release from pain;
Let the lips of laughter
Overflow again;
And with all the needy
O divide, I pray,
This vast treasure of content
That is mine to-day!

When Fr. Browne visited Lucan with his camera!
On one of his visits to Lucan, back in 1941, Fr. Francis Browne
SJ, armed with his camera, recorded scenes in the vicinity of St.
Mary’s Church.
Among the subjects captured were St. Mary’s Church, with the
original bell-tower, and passage along the side leading from the
sacristy to the choir up in the gallery. Note also, the Acacia tree
which is still standing today, next to the church. The priest in the
foreground, standing where the parish centre is today, is I believe
Fr. Hook, then Curate in Lucan. The convent is visible in the
background.

Still within the church yard, the scene
below is titled ‘Legionaries’, and the three
ladies were probably members of the
Children of Mary Sodality. They appear to
be selling rosary beads, scapulars, holy
pictures etc, from their tables, possible
during a Retreat. The lady on the left is
Mary Joe McGovern from Chapel Hill, a
legend in her own time. If anyone knows
who the other two ladies are, please let us know!
Born in 1880, his first introduction
to photography was in 1897, prior
to joining the Jesuits, when he
went on a Grand Tour of Europe.
At the time, his uncle Robert
Browne, Bishop of Cloyne, gave
him his first camera, and off he
went on his adventure with a keen
eye for photos.
He came to world attention some
years later when he took many
pictures of the ill-fated Titanic.
Again, his uncle had a hand in this,
giving his nephew a gift of a ticket
to travel first-class on the leg of the
journey to Cobh. His photographs
of passengers and crew were
published world-wide at the time.
In 1915, he became chaplain to the Irish Guards, and was the most decorated chaplain in WWI.
Over the next 40 years or so, Fr. Browne recorded life in the emerging Republic of Ireland, and also some
fascinating subjects from his travels to Australia, and other places. Up to the 1950s, there were some 42,000
negatives from this period. He was described as “a master photographer with an unerring eye”.

At Lucan, he also photographed
Presentation Convent, long before
the oratory was built to the left of
the building in the picture.
He would have been 61 years of
age at the time he visited Lucan,
taking these photos.
Fr. Browne died in 1960, and for
many years, his photographs and
negatives lay stored in a metal
trunk in the basement of the
Jesuits Provincial House, until
they were discovered in 1985 by
Fr. Edward O’Donnell SJ.
Unfortunately, a good half of the
negatives were badly deteriorated,
but sponsorship was obtained, and
work began on preserving the
collection, which has since been
exhibited all around the world.
____________________________________________________________

Lucan Citizens Information Centre
www.citizensinformation.ie

Scoil Mhuire

The CIC office is closed for
personal callers until further
notice.
You can ring 0761 07 5000 and
leave a message, and someone
will return your call, or you can email
Ballyfermot@citinfo.ie and someone will reply to
your email.

This is a fulltime position and must be
filled on July 1st, 2020.

MABS the Money Advice and budgeting
Service
The Money Advice and Budgeting Service
(MABS) is a free, independent and confidential
service for people who are in debt or at risk of
getting into debt.
Talk to your lender. If you can’t - talk to MABS.

or by post to Scoil Mhuire, Woodview
Hts / Airlie Hts, Lucan, Co. Dublin

is advertising for the position of

School Caretaker
Applicants should submit their CV’s
(with referees included)
before 5pm on Wednesday, June 17th
either by email to:
jobapplications@scoilmhuire.ie

Call MABS today on 0761 07 2000 for
independent information, advice and referral.

COVID-19 Support Line for Older People

South Dublin Co. Co. on Dumping
Our Litter & Waste Enforcement staff have
been investigating increased levels of illegal
dumping and burning of waste this week.
Household Waste Collection Services are
operating and Civic Amenity sites are open.
If you witness dumping contact
014149000/wasteregulation@sdublincoco.ie

ALONE has launched a national support line and
additional supports for older people who have
concerns or are facing difficulties relating to the
outbreak of COVID-19 (Coronavirus).
Professional staff are available to answer queries
and give advice and reassurance where necessary.
The support line is open Monday to Friday, 8am8pm, by calling 0818 222 024.
Hours may be extended to meet the demand.

St. Mary’s Camera Soirée
Despite the fact that summer seems to
have departed for the time being the
effect of the further relaxation on travel
from last weekend can be seen in this
week’s crop of photos as some members
of the St. Mary’s Camera Soiree have
begun to venture further afield.
Some have submitted photographs from
Leixlip and Howth as well as photos of
cygnets and ducklings growing. The
photos of flowers continue to be
spectacular.

It is reassuring to record with photography the fact that the annual cycle of nature continues regardless of
COVID19! So congratulations to all the members on their work in these trying times!
It is hard to believe that three months have passed since the group met physically in the bungalow. Thanks
to the marvels of technology (WhatsApp) members have been able to continue to share their passion for their
hobby with other likeminded people
including with Rose
when she was stranded
in Australia. I’m sure
that over these past
three months none of
them has missed my
“helpful” suggestions
on the work! The
prospect of being able
to meet in the
bungalow continues to
be a distant one given
the requirements to be
observed in relation to
social distancing.
However, as the
government moves
towards reopening the
country safely we can
look forward with some hope to the possibility for members to meet in the open in the not too distant future.
Keep safe until next week!

How is everyone getting on?
Great to see the light at the
end of the tunnel, but we’ll be
a while getting there yet, so
keep minding yourselves.
A Sensory Garden at St.
Mary’s …….
It was a lovely surprise this week to find a new
sensory garden at St. Marys! Located to the side
of the Bungalow, it was designed and built by
Derry and Maria Fitzgerald of Lucan Tidy Towns,
and their son Kevin made the signs – Sight, Taste,
Sound, Tough and Smell – all the senses!
Not the Wild West but we spotted these
Gardai, and their four-legged friends
visiting Lucan on Sunday last. Beautiful
animals indeed!
Congratulations to Vivienne Ralph of
Diamond and Gem Jewellers, who has
become the new President of the
Association of Fine Jewellers for 2020 –
2022. Nice one, Vivienne!
Bloomsday next Tuesday! It will
probably be somewhat muted, given the
present circumstances.
Other members of Lucan Tidy Towns helped with
the planting, doing a mighty job. Well done to all
involved in this creation, do drop in and visit the
next time you’re in the area.
Congratulations to Fr. Joe Poole, who
celebrated his Silver Jubilee, this past week, with
Mass at St. Mary’s.

Fr. Joe, pictured with the late Rose Nolan, and
Noreen Harrington, following his first Mass at St.
Mary’s, 25 years ago.
We wish him every blessing for the future.

Delightful scene of a swan with her cygnets, in
Lucan Demesne!

Remember the heady days of the summer of
1990!
We delved in our archives for Sunday 17th June
1990:
“WORLD CUP FEVER
On Monday last at 6pm Lucan was beginning to
look as if Mardi Gras was taking place. Groups of
people, young and old, male and female, dressed
in all kinds of outfits similar only in the colours –
green, white and gold – were wending their way
to their favourite pub.
Not for the drink, of course,
but to participate in the
excitement of the long
awaited World Cup
meeting of England and
Ireland. Only the most
begrudging could fail to
envy their high spirits and
good humour. They were
all prepared to ‘Put Them
Under Pressure’ and ‘Give
it a Lash’ for Ireland.
Jack’s Army was out in
force. Dinners had been gulped down and Irish
scarves, tee-shirts, shorts, painted faces and
coloured hair were the order of the day.
The local traders had done their bit to set the
scene – even the Banks deviated from their rather
staid atmosphere and decorated their premises.
The programme of games for the week was
consulted before the parish Corpus Christi
Procession times were finalised, and in Esker the
Planned Giving Campaign started early to leave
their personnel free for 8 o’clock.
And the supporters were not disappointed. The
misery of the early English goal wiped out by
Sheedy’s glorious score! Our honour was saved.
Things were looking good. Good humour was
evident in the happy crowds coming home at
midnight. They waved at passing cars, danced in
the street and generally had a lovely time.
This year’s World Cup has been full of surprises.
Everyone was delighted to see the Cameroons
make their mark – but perhaps not quite so
pleased to see Egypt throwing Section F wide
open by beating Ruud Gullit and company from
Holland. Today’s game will make the picture
more clear, but we hope to make it to the next
round. Our biggest problem will be next Thursday
– to prise the Newsletters staff away from their
televisions to get Sunday’s issue printed!”

Did you get your Big Mac yet? It’s both
surprising and amusing to realise how much
people missed their visit to such places.
On a very serious note, it was related to us, how
one parent with an autistic child, has been using
the same McDonald’s container with her own
chips in it over the past couple of months, to
provide a meal for her little girl; otherwise, this
child just would not have eaten any dinner!
Maybe, this is a lesson in not judging people!

Spotted newly erected safety barriers at the
footbridge just beside Cherbury Park. At the very
least, cyclists and indeed motor bikers, will have
to slow down. There have been some very near
misses with pedestrians on all our footbridges!

On "Lucan Live" for
the last few weeks,
Maria interviewed
local Primary school
principals, this week
Maria spoke with
Divine Mercy Jnr NS Principal Marie Mullins and
Principal Tony McGinley, St John the Evangelist
NS, Adamstown. Maria will be interviewing more
in the coming weeks at 3pm every Monday &
Wednesday. If you missed any of these
interviews, you can listen back to them on
podcast on our website.
"The Big Kick Off" presented by Roy Shanahan
and Dave Buggle is back on Liffey Sound on
Thursday nights at 9pm. Tune in to the lads for all
the latest sports news & interviews.
Stay safe & well, the Liffey Sound team!
www.liffeysoundfm.ie or catch up on Facebook

Who remembers the name of the Mascot?
More next week……

Liffey Sound 96.4FM - Lucan's Community
Radio Station!

involved with the programme. (More details on the
online edition of club notes.)

Thank you to our volunteers from Lucan Healthy
Club Committee.
As we enter Phase 2 of the roadmap for re-opening, we
would like to say thank you to all those volunteering
with Lucan Sarsfields and the Club Together
initiative with our main partner Supervalu. Whether
you did multiple trips to Supervalu or just one or even
just a phone call, your time and effort was much
appreciated. Our volunteers helped
over 50 elderly and vulnerable
members of our community many
times over the past 3 months. Many of
these people have contacted Supervalu
and the Healthy Club Committee to
express their sincere thanks. We were
delighted to have been asked to be
involved with such a worthwhile
initiative and our club members
stepped up readily to volunteer. We
have volunteers from all sections of the
club, mothers, fathers, professionals,
college students, executive members,
players from hurling, camogie, football
and ladies football.
In the past week, the requests for help
have been few, as those cocooning have been able to
leave their homes more. However, we will still offer
help to those who may still prefer not to go to the
shops. As we know many of our volunteers are also
returning to work, could you please contact us to let us
know if you are still available to volunteer during the
next phase of the roadmap, if needed.
We hope you and your families are well and thank you
again for volunteering with Lucan Sarsfields and our
efforts to help look after the vulnerable in our local
community.
The Dermot Earley Youth Leadership Initiative
(DEYLI) takes its name from one of Ireland’s most
inspirational leaders and one of Gaelic games most
iconic proponents, Dermot Earley (1948- 2010). The
initiative, a tribute to Dermot’s lifetime of sporting and
professional achievements and his commitment to
community service, is brought to life through a
partnership between GAA, Foróige, and NUI Galway.
The programme empowers young people to enhance
their leadership capabilities to better enable them to
reach their full potential and have a positive impact on
the world around them.
The DEYLI is now looking for interested
clubs/individuals across the island of Ireland to get

Our sympathies to the Brennan family on the death of
Peter, Father of Tommy (Junior A football). May he
rest in peace.
The Friends of Dublin Hurling, Team of the last 60
years (1960-2020) has been named following their
email competition with no one selecting the same exact
team that the poll eventually dictated. Lucan Sarsfields’
Chris Crummey made the ‘starting’ 15 with 2013 AllStar recipient Peter Kelly narrowly missing out on a
place.

Some more maintenance and upkeep work has been
taking place at the Club, big thanks to Paul Kyne,
Antony Doody, John Condon, PJ Finnerty, Liam
Mulhall, Kevin O'Toole, and Tom Flannery for their
time and energy!
Following on from the publication of the “Guidelines
for Safe Return to Gaelic Games” document late last
week, a ‘Covid-19 Club Education Programme’ will be
launched in the coming days. The programme will
centre on an eLearning module, which is currently
being finalised, and will be accompanied by a host of
optional resources such as live webinars and
specifically designed educational resources on
learning.gaa.ie.
Guidelines and information for all of the key
stakeholders such a Club Officers, Covid
Supervisors, players, team personnel and
parent/guardians will be included across the
programme. Key return to play protocols such as the
‘Health Questionnaire’, which will be available in an
online/digital format, will be outlined in more detail.
Club GPO, David Moran and Paul O’Brien, GPO from
Ballyfermot De La Salle, have put together an online
workshop on self-reflection for coaches. It will take
place on Tuesday 16th at 8pm. The workshop is free

and open to coaches from all codes. It is expected that
it will last approx. 30 mins. To sign up coaches can
send a blank email with “Online coaching workshop”
as the subject line to David.moran.gpo.dublin@gaa.ie
and the link will be sent on the day.
Lucan Sarsfields Lotto Jackpot €20,000:
There was no winner of the Lotto Jackpot sponsored by
John Ryan, Accountant, held on
Thursday 4th June, 2020. The
numbers drawn were 1, 7, 14 and
24.
The Lucky Dip winners (€30)
this week: Pat O'Keefe, Tadhg
Clandillon, AnneMarie
Mulligan, Aidan Smith and Ellen Downes.
Next Draw: Thursday, June 11, 2020, Sponsor:
Clandillon Motors, Managed by Team Flannery Mary, Tommy, and Donal.
IMPORTANT: For the duration of the current restrictions
due to the COVID-19 outbreak the lotto draw will take
place on Thursday nights at 9pm behind closed doors
and will be live streamed on Facebook. You can still
enter the draw by clicking on
http://bit.ly/LucanSarsfieldsClubLotto or on the local
lotto link on the Lucan Sarsfields website. Make sure
to get your entry in before 6pm on Thursday to be
included in that night's draw. These are very
challenging times, so please continue to support your
Club by playing lotto online.
______________________________

South Dublin Libraries, Events &
Activities, June 2020
(All events and activities are free of charge).
Be a Summer Star!
The annual Summer Stars children’s reading
programme will take place this summer across South
Dublin Libraries – keep an eye on our Facebook page
later in June for more details.
We’re busy planning lots of exciting online events so
make sure to keep up the reading!
www.facebook.com/southdublinlibraries
Ways to Wellness
South Dublin Libraries presents the Ways to Wellness
series – four bite-sized talks on Monday nights at
8:00pm. Séamus Power of Powering Health will
present four ten-minute video talks on topics with a
connecting theme of healthy social media usage.
The first video on Healthy Social Media Usage is
already available on South Dublin Libraries' FaceBook
page.
Watch out for Exercise is Essential on Monday 15th
June at 8:00pm and Stress Reduction for Wellness
Improvement on Monday 22nd June at 8:00pm.
No booking required, just watch out for Séamus on

our FaceBook page.
Dementia: Understand Together
Links to resources to help Carers who look after
cocooners with dementia have been added to South
Dublin Libraries' website with special tips on how to
cope during the lockdown.
For further information, please click here.
How to Separate Fact from Fiction
We can help to stop the spread of misinformation about
Coronavirus (COVID-19) by learning how to recognise
information which is false, not completely accurate and
/ or not supported by experts.
We recommend checking the following websites for the
most accurate and up-to-date information:
Health Service Executive - www.hse.ie
European Centre for Disease Control www.ecdc.europa.eu
Department of Health - www.gov.ie
World Health Organisation - www.who.int

Introduction to Family History
Wednesday 17th June: Newsprint
Booking via https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/introductionto-family-history-newsprint-tickets-104057916028
Facilitated by Fiona Fitzsimons of the Irish Family
History Centre, these sessions will be delivered online
via Zoom. A link to join the Zoom session will be
emailed to attendees on the afternoon of the event.
Booking: http://lucanlibrarydublin.eventbrite.com

Contact and Collect at South Dublin Libraries
South Dublin Libraries will operate a 'Contact and
Collect' service as part of the phased re-opening of
libraries from 8th June. All our libraries will be taking
part in this scheme so you will be able to contact your
local library and speak to staff. We will be adhering to
government guidelines on opening our service so that
we do not compromise the safety of our public and our
staff. We ask our patrons to for their patience while we
develop and roll out the services we can deliver for and
to you over the next few months.
Lucan Library Tel: 01 6216422
Email: lucan@sdublincoco.ie

Political Notes
Cllr Paul Gogarty - Independent and
Green-minded “Not just at election time”
Tel: 087-2752489. E-mail: info@paulgogarty.com
Esker Cemetery:
Plans are progressing to open a small number of
additional plots and to investigate the provision of an
area for ashes. The new private cemetery has been
further delayed due to Covid-19. Meanwhile I’ve
reported dumping within the cemetery. Hopefully the
new gates will help minimise this in future.
Keep your distance:
As restrictions loosen the advice is still for everyone to
keep a minimum 2 metres apart. I would urge people to
be extra considerate when out walking, queueing or
shopping as those most vulnerable to dying from
Covid-19 aren’t always identifiable.
Help with deliveries/collections/printing/scanning:
I am still available as part of the Gofers service to
collect and deliver items including shopping, along
with printing and scanning of documents. To get in
touch contact me on my mobile
087-2752489 or log
onto www.facebook.com/LNCPGOFERS.

Gino Kenny TD - People Before
Profit
Ph: 01-403007/01-6183816. E: gino.kenny@oir.ie
Black Lives Matter:
The death of George Floyd in the United States has
sparked the biggest anti-racism demonstrations not seen
since the late 1960’s. Around the world and here in
Ireland thousands of people have demonstrated to show
their solidarity and repulsion against police brutality in
the US. Here in Ireland people have highlighted the
often casual racism they encounter or subjected to.
Racism and discrimination are not unique to the U.S.
It’s imperative that by sticking together we drive
racism apart.
July Provision:
I again raised the issue of the July provision with the
Minister for Education. Many families who have been
without special needs provision throughout the public
health emergency are hoping that the summer
programme can go ahead. The Minister has stated that
the programme will go ahead largely in a home
environment as this is 70% of the July provision.

Caitríona McClean Fianna Fáil
086 3898327 cmaemcclean@hotmail.com
@cmaemcclean
Reopening of schools:
Facemasks- I have called for clarity from CMO on
whether parents should be sourcing facemasks now and
will keep you informed My suggestion of including
Covid 19 (PUP) in Back to School Allowance is now a
reality. July Provision- I have fought for inclusivity
whether a child is in a special class/ school or not. DES
should stop outsourcing finding teachers to parents.

Childcare:
I have pushed for greater capital resources to allow
reopening without increased fees. Until childcare sector
reopens, parents may continue on PUP.
Pensions:
I have argued provision should be made for older
workers with underlying conditions on humanitarian
grounds.
Government Formation:
I have submitted suggestions for Programme for
Government based on real need, social responsibility of
government, and greater scrutiny of public spending.
Litter:
A bin is badly needed at 66/67 bus stop on N4 junction
5. I have requested SDCC to provide.

Cllr. Ed O’Brien - Fianna Fáil
Constituency Office 8A The Village Centre,
Lucan. Ph: (01) 6105811. Mob: 087 7997609
Email: eobrien@cllrs.sdublincoco.ie
www.facebook.com/edobrienlucan
@EdOBrien1 Leader Fianna Fáil Group on SDCCl

Layout Changes in Lucan Village:
SDCC have confirmed to Councillors that certain
layout changes will be implemented on Lucan Village
on foot of Covid 19 considerations. The parking spots
currently outside Lynch’s will be temporarily removed
to allow for wider footpaths for people queueing to get
into shops in the part of the village. Further changes
may be made and I will update once decisions are
made.
Community Clean Ups:
SDCC have confirmed to me that community clean ups
may recommence. Soring clean up commenced on June
8th and SDCC are again picking up bags left by
residents following clean ups. Residents groups should
contact SDCC before leaving bags out to avoid flytipping.

Cllr. Shane Moynihan - Fianna Fáil
E: smoynihan@cllrs.sdublincoco.ie
Ph: 087 7840898, Twitter: @shanemoynihan
F/b cllrshanemoynihan Instagram: cllrshanemoynihan
Ballyowen Lane:
I've asked South Dublin County Council to collect the
nitrous oxide cylinders which were dumped in the park
off Ballyowen Lane, as well as to collect the other
illegal dumping there. This park should be an amenity
to residents in the area and this persistent issue must be
addressed.
If you are living on or near Ballyowen Lane, please let
me know if you'd be interested in attending an online
meeting to discuss how we could address the anti-social
behaviour there.
Back to school:
Applications are now open for the Clothing and
Footwear Allowance 2020. If you are in receipt of a
social welfare payment including the Covid-19
Pandemic Unemployment Payment, you may be
entitled to apply. Please contact me for further
information.

