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What Andy Rooney learned….. 
 

I've learned... 

That the best classroom in the world is at the feet 

of an elderly person. 
 

I've learned... 

That when you're in love, it shows. 
 

I've learned... 

That just one person saying to me, 'You've made 

my day!' makes my day. 
 

I've learned... 

That having a child fall asleep in your arms is one 

of the most peaceful feelings in the world. 
 

I've learned... 

That being kind is more important than being 

right. 
 

I've learned... 

That you should never say no to a gift from a 

child. 
 

I've learned... 

That I can always pray for someone when I don't 

have the strength to help him in any other way. 
 

I've learned... 

That no matter how serious your life requires you 

to be, everyone needs a friend to act goofy with. 
 

I've learned... 

That sometimes all a person needs is a hand to 
hold and a heart to understand. 
 

I've learned... 

That simple walks with my father around the 

block on summer nights when I was a child did 

wonders for me as an adult. 
 

I've learned... 

That life is like a roll of toilet paper. The closer it 

gets to the end, the faster it goes. 
 

I've learned... 
That money doesn't buy class. 
 

 

I've learned... 

That it's those small daily happenings that make 

life so spectacular. 
 

I've learned... 

That under everyone's hard shell is someone who 

wants to be appreciated and loved. 
 

I've learned... 

That to ignore the facts does not change the facts. 
 

I've learned... 

That when you plan to get even with someone, 

you are only letting that person continue to hurt 

you. 
 

I've learned... 

That love, not time, heals all wounds. 
 

I've learned... 

That the easiest way for me to grow as a person is 

to surround myself with people smarter than I am. 
 

I've learned... 

That everyone you meet deserves to be greeted 

with a smile. 
 

I've learned... 

That no one is perfect until you fall in love with 

them. 
 

I've learned... 

That life is tough, but I'm tougher. 
 

I've learned... 

That opportunity is never lost; someone will take 

the ones you miss. 
 

I've learned... 

That when you harbour bitterness, happiness will 

dock elsewhere. 
 

I've learned... 

That I wish I could have told my Mom that I 

loved her one more time before she passed away. 
 

Over…….. 
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I've learned... 

That one should keep his words both soft and 
tender, because tomorrow he may have to eat 

them. 
 

I've learned... 

That a smile is an inexpensive way to improve 

your looks. 
 

I've learned... 

That when your newly born grandchild holds your 

little finger in his little fist, you're hooked for life. 
 

I've learned... 

That everyone wants to live on top of the 

mountain, but all the happiness and growth occurs 

while you're climbing it. 
 

I've learned... 

That the less time I have to work with, the more 

things I get done. 
 

 

Andy Rooney 
The above was written by 

Andy Rooney (1919 – 2011), an American radio 

and television writer who was best known for his 

weekly broadcast A Few Minutes with Andy 

Rooney, a part of the CBS News programme 60 

Minutes, from 1978 to 2011.  
 

He was described as a man who had the gift of 

saying so much with so few words.  
 

 

 

 

 

Lucan Citizens Information Centre  
www.citizensinformation.ie 
 

The CIC office is closed for 

personal callers until further 

notice. 

You can ring 0761 07 5000 and 

leave a message, and someone 

will return your call, or you can email 
Ballyfermot@citinfo.ie and someone will reply to 

your email. 

 

MABS the Money Advice and budgeting 

Service 

The Money Advice and Budgeting Service 

(MABS) is a free, independent and confidential 

service for people who are in debt or at risk of 

getting into debt. 

Talk to your lender. If you can’t - talk to MABS. 
 

Call MABS today on 0761 07 2000 for 
independent information, advice and referral. 
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COVID-19 Support Line for Older People 
ALONE has launched a national support line and 

additional supports for older people who have 

concerns or are facing difficulties relating to the 

outbreak of COVID-19 (Coronavirus). 

Professional staff are available to answer queries 

and give advice and reassurance where necessary. 

The support line is open Monday to Friday, 8am-
8pm, by calling 0818 222 024.  

Hours may be extended to meet the demand. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

South Dublin Co. Co. on Dumping 
Our Litter & Waste Enforcement staff have 

been investigating increased levels of illegal  

dumping and burning of waste this week.  

Household Waste Collection Services are 

operating and Civic Amenity sites are open.  
 

If you witness dumping contact 

014149000/wasteregulation@sdublincoco.ie 
 

Scoil Mhuire  
is advertising for the position of  

School Caretaker 
This is a fulltime position and must be 

filled on July 1st, 2020.  
 

Applicants should submit their CV’s 

(with referees included)  

before 5pm on Wednesday, June 17th  

either by email to: 

jobapplications@scoilmhuire.ie 
 

or by post to Scoil Mhuire, Woodview 

Hts / Airlie Hts, Lucan, Co. Dublin 

 

 

Found 
Signet Ring found in  

Tesco Lucan car park  

on Saturday 30 May. 
 

Contact Helen 087 9768052 for details 
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St. Mary’s Camera Soirée 
 

The members of St. Mary’s Camera soirée group have been confined to a radius of 5km from their homes up 

to this weekend.   This week the hunt for bees continued and at long last they arrived significant numbers in 

my garden.    

 

Josie provided a beautiful picture of a wild woodbine and Frances provided photos of lilies and roses.   
 

On a more mundane level Michael 

produced photos of the Salmon Leap Inn 

under lockdown and of the ESB 

hydroelectric installation in Leixlip.   
 

To quote the E.S.B. website the company 

“has planted 600 acres of young trees in 

the reservoir area and the power station 

to further enhance this sylvan beauty 

spot, into which the man-made 

hydroelectric scheme has been skilfully 

integrated with no serious impairment to 

the overall scenic view of the many 

visitors who come here in large 

numbers”.   
 

It is indeed a place of peace and 

tranquillity in these strange times.   

 

Conor is still capturing terrific 

wild-life shots. 
 

All going well the 5km limit 
will be lifted after this weekend 

and the members of the group 

can move further afield at long 

last.  Still these last 9 or 10 

weeks have shown the beauty 

that is on our doorstep here in 

Lucan which we should cherish. 

St. Mary’s Church, Leixlip                                Keep safe until next week! 



Parish Notes 
 

St Mary’s, Lucan 
www.lucanparish.com 
 

Masses at St Mary’s:  
Mass will be available on the Internet only each 

weekday Monday to Saturday at 10am and on 

Sunday at 11am. 

www.lucanparish.com 
 

Private Prayer: 
The Church will be open Sunday from 12.15pm 

until 8pm and on Wednesday from 10.45am to 

5pm (provided there are no funerals taking place) 

Please enter by the main porch door only and exit 

by the door near the Nuns Chapel only. 
 

Trocaire Lenten Boxes: 
Trocaire like many charities are suffering greatly 
because of the Pandemic and it is seriously 

impacting on their relief work. 
 

If you have a Trocaire Box and would like to 

return it you can do so by drippoing it in to the 
Parish Office on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

from 10am to 12 noon. 

Thank you.  
 

Deepest sympathy  

To the family and friends of Jan Whelan, 

Colthurst  and to the wife, family and 

friends of Michael Balfe, Sarsfield Park. 

May they rest in peace.  

 

 

St. Patrick’s 
Esker/Dodsboro/Adamstown 
www.stpatrickslucan.ie 
 

Mass will be available on Sundays at 10.30am 

and 12 noon on the web at 

www.stpatrickslucan.ie 

Divine Mercy, Lucan South 
www.lucansouthparish.net 
 

We hope to broadcast Mass live at 10.30am 

this Sunday on the Parish Facebook Page. 

‘Church of Divine Mercy, Lucan South 

Parish‘  
 

This is a temporary arrangement until we get our 

Live Streaming up and running.  
 

RTE News Now will also broadcast Daily Mass at 

10.30am for those of you who don’t have access 

to the internet. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

‘Tis the human touch 

In this world that counts, 

The touch of your hand and mine, 

Which means far more 

To the sinking heart, 

Than shelter or bread or wine. 

For shelter is gone 

When the night is o’er, 

And bread lasts only a day, 

But the touch of the hand 

And the sound of the voice 

Sing on in the soul always. 

 

Spencer M Free 

http://www.lucanparish.com/
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Good luck to Class of 2020! 

This is the issue in which we 
should be wishing all Leaving 

and Junior Cert students, well 

in their exams, but they 

should know that we are all 

thinking of them anyway, and 

wish them every blessing for 

the future, no matter what paths they take.  

 

What glorious weather we’ve enjoyed this past 

week! It was too hot for doing much at all, so we 

just had to sit there soaking it all up. Nice to have 
the few cooler days now, but hopefully we’ll 

enjoy a few more hot spots over the coming 

months.  

 

Those aeroplanes! Birdie is really missing the 

sound of aeroplanes over Lucan – big and small 

ones. Funny how many go unnoticed until they’re 

not there anymore! 

 

For Thirsty Doggies! Marian McCabe was 

walking her neighbour’s little dog one day, when 

she came upon this Doggie Drinks Stop, in Esker 
Glebe. Resident, Tommy McGuinness, who 

doesn’t have a dog himself, came up with the idea 

during the very warm days of last week. 

 

As you can see by the photo there is a small and a 

large container for each dog depending on their 

size, and the water is changed 5 or 6 times each 

day.   Good on you Tommy! 

 

 
We spotted 

another Doggy 

Watering Spot in 

Esker Lawns also! 
 

There certainly 

are some very 

kind and 

considerate 

animal lovers 

around Lucan.  

Please take your rubbish home with you if the 

bin is full! It is very noticeable how the many 
parklands and scenic spots in the area are 

regularly littered these days. Whether it be 

overflowing bins or just carelessness along the 

tracks, there is no excuse for it. 

 

The above picture was taken at Leixlip hydro 

plant on Sunday last. The site was in 

pristine condition the previous Friday with 

people fishing, and children playing.  

The rubbish was removed after the bank 

holiday, presumably by the ESB, as the 

area was pristine once again on Tuesday 

morning. Compliments to the ESB! 

 

The Hair! Hard not to notice the great 
heads of hair on our male politicians in 

particular these days, with plenty of floppy 

mop-tops around. One fellow looking 

slightly smarter than others claimed his 

son had obliged and cut his locks – he didn’t 

mention how old the son was!!! 

 

Professor Luke O’Neill – this very likeable 

scientist has us hanging on his every word these 

days – would certainly encourage young people to 

take up science in the future! 
 

When you look at some countries you’d have to 

be pleased with the team we have in Ireland, 

handling the COVID crisis. Going headlong into 

the unknown, and learning along the way, for the 

most part they got it right. There will be time at a 

later date to find out what could have been done 

different or better, but well done on minding us so 

far!  



The Happiest Countries in the World 2020 
1. Finland 

2. Denmark 

3. Switzerland 

4. Iceland 

5. Norway 

6. Netherlands 
7. Sweden 

8. New Zealand 

9. Austria 

10. Luxembourg 

11. Canada 

12. Australia 

13. United Kingdom 

14. Israel 

15. Costa Rica 

16. Ireland 

17. Germany 

18. USA 
19. Czech Republic 

20. Belgium …… 
 

156 countries were ranked per capita income, 

social support networks, healthy life expectancy, 

individual freedom, philanthropy, and the absence 

of corruption in government.  
 

Funny how the colder countries are at the top of 

the list! 
 

Source: U.N. 2020 World Happiness Report. 

 

 

 

Dr Wilfrid Funk, famous for the dictionaries he 

composed, once listed the most expressive words 
in the English language: 
 

1. The most bitter word is ‘alone’. 

2. The most revered is ‘mother’. 

3. The most tragic is ‘death’. 

4. The most beautiful is ‘love’. 

5. The most peaceful is ‘tranquil’. 

6. The saddest is ‘forgotten’. 

7. The warmest is ‘friendship’. 

8. The coldest is ‘no’. 

9. The most comforting is ‘faith’. 

 

 

The Crooked Forest (Krzywy Las) a mysterious 

grove of oddly-shaped curved pine trees located 

outside Nowe Czarnowo, West Pomerania, 

Poland.  

The spooky grove of 400 pines was planted 

around 1930; despite speculation, nobody knows 
what really happened to the trees #GothicSpring 

 

Fr McCartan's murder, Chapel Hill, Lucan in 

June, 1807:   

On the anniversary of a Lucan murder in 1807 

that shocked Irish and English readers, Darren 

Tully (SOL), tells the story of Fr. McCartan, a 

priest who was brutally murdered by a gang of 

robbers at the top of Chapel Hill, the night of 3rd 

June 1807.  
 

His murder and the subsequent trial made the 

Irish and English newspapers. Two of his 

murderers were hanged on the scene of the crime, 

on 27th June of the same year.  
 

Darren explains how the heist was planned, the 

motivations behind it and how it went very 

wrong, as he explores some of the different parts 

of Lucan that the robbers visited. 
 

The piece can be viewed on YouTube: 

https://youtu.be/Pq2FFlm9yEo via  

@YouTube 
 

Well done, Darren! 



 
The Minister for Health, Simon Harris TD, recently 

visited the COVID-19 Community Testing Centre in 
Croke Park, and spoke about the hugely positive role 
played by GAA Clubs during the Covid19 Crisis. He 
said “I'm conscious that the GAA's involvement doesn't 
stop here in Croke Park. Right across the country so 
many clubs in all communities are involved in looking 
after each other. People doing the groceries and 
checking in on a socially distant way on an older 

neighbour and walking the dog of somebody who's 
self-isolating and coming together which I suppose is 
the very ethos of the GAA. I think it should make every 
member of the GAA very proud of their organisation.” 
https://www.gaa.ie/news/minster-simon-harris-lauds-
gaa-clubs-for-their-help-fighting-covid-19/ 
 
It looks likely that the GAA Covid-19 Advisory 

Group will be making the return-to-train, return-to-

play protocol announcement early next week in line 
with the start of Phase 2 of the easing of restrictions. 
We hope to have more news on this, in next weeks’ 
newsletter. 
 
Well done to the Dublin LGFA referees who held a 
charity Fun run on Saturday May 30th in aid of St 

Francis Hospice. Angela Gallagher, Tom Casserly 

and William Eakins, Lucan Sarsfields LGFA referees, 
took part to help raise over €5300, more than doubling 
the target of €2500! 
 
Also in Ladies Football, the Leinster LGFA provincial 
council announced last week, that the adult 2020 
Leinster Junior and Intermediate Championships are 
cancelled. https://www.wearedublin.com/ladies-

football/leinster-lgfa-statement-2020-leinster-junior-
and-intermediate-championships/ 
 
Help your club win with the Irish Life Healthy Club 

Steps Challenge Get your steps counted towards our 
Clubs total.  
The first five steps are: 
1. Download the MyLife app from the App store or 

Google Play store  
2. Tap on the social tab on the MyLife app 
3. Select challenges 
4. Select the challenge for your province 
5. Tap on join & select your club 
 

Be patient – there were so many signing up on June 3rd 
that the app crashed a few times. 
 
Our sympathies to the O’Driscoll family on the death 
of Richard (Dick) McCabe, father of Rose, Father-in-
law of Padraig and granddad of Aoife (Minor LF), Cian 
(U15 Football and Hurling), and Ciara, (U11LF and 

Camogie).  
May He rest in Peace 
 

 

A Couple of weeks ago, we mentioned that it is 25 
years since our intermediate footballers were held to a 
draw in the county final. The replay was held on Friday 
evening, June 2nd, 1995 and Lucan Sarsfields won by 
the narrowest of margins, ensuring promotion to the 
Dublin Senior Ranks. 
 
Also of note, on the previous weekend, it was reported 

in Cumann Na Sairsealaigh notes that the U14 

Hurlers had won the Div 3 Feile, 4-4 to 1-0 against 
Raheny. This was the first Feile win by the club!! Were 
you on that team? Please share some of your memories, 
contact lucansarsfieldspro@gmail.com 
 

Lucan Sarsfields Lotto Jackpot €20,000:  
There was no winner of the Lotto Jackpot sponsored by 
Newcastle Golf Center, held on Thursday 28th May, 
2020. The numbers drawn were 7, 22, 25 and 26. There 
are 10.  
Lucky Dip winners (€30) this week because of the 
Bank Holiday weekend: Aindrea Kelly, Frank 

Fleming, Laura Clarke, Aidan Glover, Marie 

Fitzgerald, Mary Whelan, Aaron 

McCormack, Eoghan O’Shea, 

George Dobbs and Rob Ward, all 
of whom will be contacted shortly 
so that they know how to claim their 
prize.  
Next Draw: Thursday, June 4, 2020, Sponsor: John 

Ryan, Accountant, Managed by Team Flannery - 
Mary, Tommy and Donal. 
 

IMPORTANT: For the duration of the current 
restrictions due to the COVID-19 outbreak the lotto 
draw will take place on Thursday nights @ 

9pm behind closed doors and will be live streamed on 
Facebook.  You can still enter the draw by clicking on 
http://bit.ly/LucanSarsfieldsClubLotto or on the local 
lotto link on the Lucan Sarsfields website. Make sure 

to get your entry in before 6pm on Thursday to be 

included in that night's draw. These are very 
challenging times, so please continue to support your 
Club by playing lotto online.  

https://www.gaa.ie/news/minster-simon-harris-lauds-gaa-clubs-for-their-help-fighting-covid-19/
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https://www.wearedublin.com/ladies-football/leinster-lgfa-statement-2020-leinster-junior-and-intermediate-championships/
https://www.wearedublin.com/ladies-football/leinster-lgfa-statement-2020-leinster-junior-and-intermediate-championships/
https://www.wearedublin.com/ladies-football/leinster-lgfa-statement-2020-leinster-junior-and-intermediate-championships/
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Political Notes 
 

 

Cllr. Ed O’Brien - Fianna Fáil 
Constituency Office 8A The Village Centre, 
Lucan. Ph: (01) 6105811. Mob: 087 7997609 
Email: eobrien@cllrs.sdublincoco.ie 
www.facebook.com/edobrienlucan 
@EdOBrien1 Leader Fianna Fáil Group on SDCCl 
 

Covid 19 Business supports:  

I have made contact with local businesses to 
update them on a number of grants and supports 

which are now available from South Dublin 

County Council to assist in restarting business as 

they emerged from the COVID-19 restrictions. 

All of these grants are available online and if you 

need any assistance accessing them please contact 

me.  
 

Littering at the Weir: 

I have contacted South Dublin County Council’s 

environment section in relation to repeated 

incidents of littering at the weir in Lucan village. I 
am requesting more frequent emptying of the 

litter bins particularly over weekends and more 

signage in the area to prevent littering and 

dumping. 

 

 

Emer Higgins TD – Fine Gael  
Ph: 087 921 7741 emer.higgins@oireachtas.ie  
The Orchard, Lucan 
 

Cycling Lanes on N4: 

Following feedback from constituents and 

increased use due to COVID 19, I have request 

that Transport Infrastructure Ireland inspect the 

cycle lanes on the N4 for debris and faded 

markings. 
 

Public Bins:  

I have asked South Dublin County Council to take 

action on overflowing bins in our recreational 
areas, particularly along the Liffey after the bank 

holiday weekend. 
 

Back to School Grant: 

If your child is aged between 4 and 17 on or 

before 30 September 2020, you may be eligible 

for the Back to School Clothing and Footwear 

Allowance. Learn more from Citizens 

Infomation https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/

social_welfare/social_welfare_payments/social_w

elfare_payments_to_families_and_children/back_

to_school_clothing_and_footwear_allowance.htm
l?fbclid=IwAR1Pz2hKGhs6XWKIwTZFqFS0QI

G4BjtDawD-Je2vRu5hYuESxeZBCKW_gcU 

 

 

Gino Kenny TD - People Before  
Profit  
Phone: 01-403007/01-6183816. 
Email: gino.kenny@oir.ie 
 

Special Needs Provision During The Public 

Health Emergency:  

This week in the Dail I’ll be raising the serious 

concerns regarding special needs education 

during the pandemic. The impact that this is 

having for both children and parents is completely 

detramental to the routine and needs of students 

with special needs. The Department of Education 

says it is planning to provide summer supports for 

these particular families as soon as it safe to do 

so. I’ll be calling on the Minister for Education 

that no student who avails of the July provision 

and well beyond that doesn’t go without 

intervention in the coming weeks. 

 
 
Cllr. Shane Moynihan - Fianna Fáil 
E: smoynihan@cllrs.sdublincoco.ie   
Ph: 087 7840898,  Twitter: @shanemoynihan   
F/b cllrshanemoynihan Instagram: cllrshanemoynihan  

 

Nitrous oxide “bullets”:  

I spoke to RTÉ News about the increasing 

prevalence and dangers of nitrous oxide "bullets". 

I am lobbying my party colleagues to push for 

tighter legislation in this area. 
 

Cycling:  

Thanks to South Dublin Cycling Campaign for 

hosting a very useful public meeting this week 

which I attended. It provided a comprehensive 
overview of necessary improvements to local 

cycling infrastructure in Lucan village and the 

surrounding area. I will follow up on some of 

these suggested improvements with the Council. 
 

County Development Plan:  

The drafting of the next County Development 

Plan begins in July. This plan identifies the vision 

and strategies for planning and sustainable 

development for the county for the next six years. 

I encourage as many residents and groups to 

participate in the process. I am happy to provide 
advice where I can. 

 

 
On this June day the buds in my garden are 
almost as enchanting as the 
open flowers. Things in bud 
bring, in the heat of a June 
noontide, the recollection of the 
loveliest days of the year, those 
days of May when all is 
suggested, nothing yet fulfilled.      
Francis King 
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Sr. John Bosco and the early 
days….. 
Former School Principal, the late Sr. 

Kathleen, (formerly Sr. John Bosco), penned 

an account of her early days in Lucan, on the 
occasion of the St Mary’s Parish Golden 

Jubilee in 2003. 
 

 

Sr. John Bosco, with the late Laddie Birnie, 
at the launch of A History of Lucan, at Lucan 

House in 1991. 

 
“Lucan Parish in the 1950s was very different 

from the Lucan of today. Life in the Convent 

was also different. At that time, the Girls’ 

School was very small. There were 200 

children on the Roll. Boys were included up to 

First Standard. 
 

The accommodation consisted of ‘The Big 

Room’, which held four classes, a small 

cookery room, and three Infant School rooms. 

When the attendance reached 300, it was 

necessary to extend. The School Inspector, Mr. 

Downey, and the late Canon Ryan P.P. 

Clondalkin succeeded in getting this badly 

needed extension of 5 classrooms, large 

Cookery Room, staff room and toilets. The new 

and refurbished rooms were officially blessed 

and opened in 1953 under the Principalship of 

the late Sr. Conception. She introduced a navy 
and blue/white uniform for the pupils and the 

former mode of address “Miss” was replaced 

by “Sister”. She engaged Miss Baby Medlar of 

the famous Medlar School of Dancing. The 

Dancing and Drill Display will be recalled by 

past pupils as an annual enjoyable event, which 

continued for many years. Later pupils will 

thrill to the memory of the annual operetta 

performed by fifth class, ably produced by Mrs. 

Colette McGee. 
 

The Secondary Top was opened in 1955. This 

gave local girls advantage to further education 

on their doorstep. In 1967, when “free” 

education was introduced by the then Minister 

of Education Mr. O’Malley, the “Top” became 

a real Secondary School under the 

Principalship of the late Sr. Joseph, who 

continued in that role until 1986.  
 

Nano Nagle founded the Presentation 

Congregation in Cork in 1775 and it was 

approved by Rome in 1791. Nano’s vision was 

worldwide “if I could be of any service in 

saving souls in any part of the globe I would 

willingly do all in my power”. The Sisters took 

simple vows and were not bound to enclosure. 
 

But in 1805, the Holy See was solicited to have 

the Sisters consecrated by Solemn Vows and 

this entailed strict enclosure. This was not 

Nano’s vision; she wanted to be free so that she 

could “take steps to liberate the poor from 

ignorance and injustice”. She needed to reach 

out. The need was all too evident to her as a 

result of the Penal Laws.  
 

Only after the Vatican Council ’62 – ’65 did 

the Sisters become liberated to return to the 

Charism of the Order and its Foundress, to 

become familiar with the people in the locality 

where they worked. It was a disadvantage not 

to be able to visualise where the children lived 

– Dodsboro, Mill Bank, Weir View, Coldblow 

etc were all faceless places to the Sisters, even 

Chapel Hill, Sarsfield Terrace, Main St., near 

as they were to the Convent, were unknown 

because unseen territory.  
 

In the 1950s a typical day for the Sisters behind 

the enclosed walls would be – Morning Call 

5.50 am. The following two hours were spent 

in Meditation, Liturgy of the Hours (Office) 

and light house-charges. Mass followed at 8 am 

after which the Sisters had breakfast. School 

began at 9.15 and continued until 3 pm with a 

thirty minute break for lunch for the pupils and 

for the Sisters a snack and prayers. When 

classes finished the Sisters had dinner. (All 

meals were eaten in silence except on 

Feastdays). A period of recreation followed – 

an hour of varied activities. Apart from the chat 

and banter, there was the newspaper and 



crosswords. The knitting and crochet needles 

clicked busily and often interesting visitors 

called in. In the Summer months, this hour was 

spent outdoors and often extended to have an 

‘al fresco’ tea in the garden. The remainder of 

the normal evening was taken up with various 

activities in which the Sisters were engaged, 

and Spiritual Reading and Evening Prayer of 

the Church was recited.  Supper was followed 

by another short period of recreation after 

which Night Prayer was recited The Sisters 

retired at 9.15 and lights were out at 10 pm. 
 

This was all a far cry from the late nights at 

Courses, Parent-Teacher Meetings etc that were 

to come after 1965. 
 

Although the Sisters were enclosed they were 

very involved in the lives of the people of 

Lucan. The Sodalities for adults and children 

flourished, they played the organ and trained 

the Church Choir. They taught the piano and 

violin to numerous pupils. Many people will 

remember Sr. Bernadette – she always knew 

who was in need, especially of a prayer; she 

was known to have guided people to seek “the 

better times” they had once known. This she 

did while feeding them at the back door and 

speaking to them in her gentle way. 
 

Because of enclosure, the Sisters didn’t go 

home even for family funerals, nor did they go 

on holidays.  They didn’t visit the city except 

for medical reasons – these trips were taken in 

the local taxis owned by the late Edmond 

O’Neill or Joe Dignam. One annual event they 

enjoyed was the Air Display from Weston 

Aerodrome which they viewed from the 

comfort of their stools in the field now 

occupied by the Girls Secondary School; when 

they managed to mark out a small lawn as a 

tennis court they felt young again. During the 

holiday period, they spent many a pleasurable 

hour playing in their long skirts and 

uncomfortable headdresses. Evidently, 

perspiration was a good hair tonic! 
 

Gardening was a healthy interest entered into 

with enthusiasm by many of the Sisters, 

especially at the weekends and in the long 

Summer evenings. A Sale of Work was 
initiated in 1953 to raise funds for the extension 

to the Primary School. This money-raising 

venture grew over the years and it became a 

very enjoyable, annual social event – the 

mention of which will evoke very pleasant 

memories for many people.” 

South Dublin Libraries Events 
 (All events and activities are free of charge). 
 

 Introduction to Family History 

Wednesday 10th & 17th June 

More time on your hands? Now is the perfect 

time to get started on your family history! 

South Dublin Libraries presents a series of 

genealogy talks with Fiona Fitzsimons of the Irish 

Family History Centre on Wednesday evenings. 

Each class introduces a major source: 
  

Wednesday 10th June: Gravestones and 

Cemetery Records 
Booking via 

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/introduction-to-

family-history-gravestones-cemetery-records-

tickets-104057185844 
  

Wednesday 17th June: Newsprint 

Booking opens Thursday 11th June, 

10:00am via https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/introduct

ion-to-family-history-newsprint-tickets-

104057916028   
  

These sessions will be delivered online via Zoom. 
A link to join the Zoom session will be emailed to 

attendees on the morning of the event. 

Each genealogy session must be booked 

separately on Eventbrite. 

See http://lucanlibrarydublin.eventbrite.com for 

an overview of all sessions. 

 
 

 
Farmleigh rising above the lush greenery 

(St. Mary’s Camera Soiree)  
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