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CORONA VIRUS – CHURCH RESPONSE
This (Thursday) afternoon Archbishop Diarmuid Martin has written
to all the parishes in the Archdiocese with a set of guidelines re our
response to the serious Public health concerns raised by the Corona
virus pandemic.
Catholics have been dispensed from the obligation to attend
Sunday Mass for the duration of these special measures.
The health authorities have recommended that indoor gatherings
should be limited to 100 people and for that reason attendance at
Masses will be regulated by a headcount to ensure that we are in
compliance. This will mean that only one door of the church will be in use for entry. Confirmations
throughout the Diocese have been cancelled and while Funerals, Weddings and Baptisms may take
place these too are limited to 100 people in attendance. For that reason, funeral Masses will no longer
take place at the 10.00 am scheduled Mass time but by special arrangement.
The Sunday Family Masses have also been suspended.
People in church are requested to sit at least one metre apart, as close proximity is a known means of
transmission.
Collection bags will no longer be passed from person to person, instead two containers will be placed
on the steps of the Altar to facilitate donations. The diocesan website also has a facility to donate on
the front page, as indeed do St. Mary’s Parish and St. Patrick’s Esker.
“The situation of isolation that many will feel with the current restrictions challenges the Christian
community to be attentive and to remember those in our communities who live alone and especially
families carrying heavy burdens” Archbishop Diarmuid Martin
If you have elderly neighbours living alone do keep a close eye on them, it can be an anxious and
fearful time.
St. Patrick’s Day 2020 will be one like no other, and one that we likely will remember for many years
to come, our Christian faith has gotten us through much worse time in our history and with God’s help
we will get through the present crisis.
St. Patrick, Patron of Ireland, Pray for us!
A REMINDER! ALL Masses in St. Mary’s are streamed live on the webcam.
www.lucanparish.com/live-webcam-broadcast
Philip Curran,
St. Mary’s Lucan

Citizens Information Centre
Ballyowen Castle Community
Centre, Lucan
Ph. 0761 07 5090, Fax. 01 6217930
Email Lucan@citinfo.ie
www.citizensinformation.ie
Opening Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday 10am to 1pm and 2pm to 4pm.
Wednesday 2pm to 4pm. For your convenience,
please arrive before 12.30pm in the morning and
before 3.45pm in the afternoon as we close
promptly.
Citizens Information Phone Service (CIPS)
0761 07 4000 opening hours 9am to 8pm
Monday to Friday.
MABS (Money Advice and Budgeting Service)
helpline and MABS mortgage arrears helpline
are both on the same number 0761 07 2000
Free Legal Advice Clinic (FLAC) on Thursday
nights from 7pm to 8pm. FLAC Legal
Information & Referral line 1890 350 250 (locall from landlines) / 01 8745690 (mobiles).

Coronavirus and Illness Benefit
COVID-19, also known as coronavirus, is a new
illness that can affect your lungs and airways.
The Government has announced that the rules for
Illness Benefit and Supplementary Welfare
Allowance will be changed to help prevent the
transmission of coronavirus. The changes mean
that if you are diagnosed with COVID-19 or are
suspected of having COVID-19 and are
medically required to self-isolate, you can get
income support.
Legislation is required to implement these
changes and emergency legislation is being
prepared.
The main changes are:
You will not have to wait 6 days before you can
apply for Illness Benefit. This means Illness
Benefit can cover the first week of a COVID-19
diagnosis (or medically-required self-isolation)
and any subsequent weeks.
The personal rate of Illness Benefit will increase
from €203 to €305 per week for up to 2 weeks if
you are medically required to self-isolate, or for
the duration of your medically-certified absence
from work with a COVID-19 diagnosis.
The normal social insurance requirements for
Illness Benefit will be waived, if you are
medically required to self-isolate or diagnosed
with COVID-19.
You can get Supplementary Welfare Allowance
without having to pass a means test, if you don’t
qualify for Illness Benefit and you are medically

required to self-isolate or diagnosed with
COVID-19.
The Government has also stated that selfemployed people will be able to get either Illness
Benefit or Supplementary Welfare Allowance.
If you have coronavirus symptoms or you have
been medically required to self-isolate, you
should not visit an Intreo Centre or local Social
Welfare Branch Office. You can get information
about applying for social welfare payments
through MyWelfare and you can call 1890 800
024 or (01) 248 1398.
If you are already getting a social welfare
payment or you are on an employment
programme such as Community Employment
(CE) and Tús or a funded training and education
programme, you do not need to apply for Illness
Benefit. Your existing payment will continue to
be paid if you are affected by COVID-19.

Over a week ago, planning
finished for the first
General Meeting in our
Shed held on Monday,
09.03.2020. Instead of the
customary evening meeting,
this one was held from
noon until 1300 and was itself a success, a
mixture of the serious and the not-so- serious, an
occasion focused on finding solutions to
identified problems. Use of the Upper Floor of
the Shed proved to have been very suitable,
comfortable and accessible for all who came.
We took decisions on a variety of issues, relevant
to the ongoing use and improvement of the Shed,
for everyone who uses the facility, who enjoys
and wants to be here, with other Shed Members
who are now friends.
Health issues are top priority right now, a main
topic in all conversations. We are concerned
about the Coronavirus and about how it may
affect us in the Shed. Our age-group is generally
older and according to expert opinion, we are
more vulnerable than most. From day to day, the
landscape changes, often from hour to hour,
while the advice alters in step with worsening
situations.
We have decided to remain open: for those who
are well, be careful and continue as you are and
if you are unwell, ring your GP and follow the
instructions given. Prioritise your hygiene and
avoid close personal contact. If things
deteriorate, as is the prediction, we will close.
Lucan Men’s Shed will be closed on Mon 16th
March, and will re-open on Wed 18th Mar 10.00.

Lucan St Patrick’s Day Parade

Lucan Lions Club

In the interest of public health and
safety of our community this year’s
Lucan St Patricks Day Parade is
cancelled we hope to reschedule later
in the year.

Cheque Presentation:
Lucan Lions Club in association
with Lucan’s Westside Performing
Arts recently held their annual
sponsored sleepover to raise funds and awareness
for the Peter McVerry Trust. The event was held
in Lucan’s Church of Ireland Parish Centre with
Westside Students camping in for the night.
Once again, the fundraising target was exceeded
and pictured with Westside Students are Brian
Curtin for the Peter McVerry Trust and Ray
Barnes for The Lucan Lions Club. This sleepover
event is now an annual occurrence and a total of
€18,900 has been raised over the past five years
for the Peter McVerry Trust.

Happy St Patricks Day to you all
Stay Safe

Woodville Downs Residents Assoc.

(inc Esker Lane)
We plan to have our annual estate clean-up this
weekend. We ask residents, new faces needed, to
give a little of their time on Saturday from 10am,
or at a time that suits, to help
collect rubbish in shrubbery,
edging along footpaths, etc.
It might be an excuse to get
out for some fresh air. Bags
will be available.
BusConnects project appear
to be suggesting cycle lanes
on both sides of Woodies
bridge. Their plans now
show removal of the right
turning lane onto N4 West.
They state that traffic will
still be allowed to turn right,
but this removal of the lane
will result in a serious impact on an already
congested junction from all angles due to
changes required to green light timing. Lucan
cannot absorb any more traffic congestion and
any new proposal on traffic should not contribute
to it. From the outset we have pointed out the
choice of cycle users not to use this bridge
crossing, instead using more direct routes such as
through Hermitage Park. We are requesting that
an independent survey of this junction is
undertaken to avoid the unnecessary use of
resources.
We call on our recently elected representatives to
support Lucan citizens right not to have further
congestion foisted on us and make their views
known to constituents.

Lucan Lions Club at present has 16 local
members, who give willingly of their time and
talents to help others.
Meeting on the second Tuesday of the month at
8.30pm in Lucan Spa Hotel with new members
always welcome. www.lucanlionsclub.com

Happy St. Patrick's
Day from everyone at
Liffey Sound!
Tune into Pat Quinn at
3pm on the day for a
very special Irish "Classic Twist".
www.liffeysoundfm.ie or catch up on Facebook

Please support and express your opinion in the
Clayton hotel, Liffey Valley on Thursday March
26th from 11.30am to 7.30pm or on;
busconnects.ie

Liffey Sound 96.4FM- Lucan's Community
Radio Station!

Contact our Association:
woodvilledowns@hotmail.com

Found
Hall Door Key found outside no. 4, upper
Dodsboro Rd on Friday 6th March.
Please contact 086-8898896

Parish Notes
St Mary’s, Lucan

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock 2020
Saturday 25th April

www.lucanparish.com

Coach leaving at 7.45am and returning
around 9pm

Justice and Peace Group –
Lenten Talks - Alice Leah
As part of their Lenten Talks series, Lucan
Justice and Peace invited Alice Leahy to give a
talk on the work she carries out for the homeless.
Alice was at pains to emphasise the importance
of treating each individual as an individual,
listening to their needs and responding in kind,
whether it be the provision of a shower facilities,
new clothes, attending to foot sores (all services
provided from their premises in the Iveagh Trust)
or putting them in touch with other professionals
to ensure they get their statutory entitlements. A
surprising aspect of her work is the diversity of
nationalities, as many as 22 in a given period,
that come to the centre seeking help. In most
cases these are men with serious addiction
problems who might only come once and never
appear again. Whatever their problems the staff
of the Alice Leahy Trust Alice’s ensure they are
listened to and given the best care at their
disposal. Alice is an eloquent speaker, totally
committed and compassionate in her calling to
care for the homeless and we are grateful she
could spare the time to talk to us. We wish her
every success in the future. For more information
go to www.aliceleahytrust.ie.
Lucan Justice and Peace Group

Stopping for a coffee and scone en route
and dinner on return journey in the
Longford Arms.

Scripture Prayer Group: Scripture
Prayer Group in the Parish Bungalow on
Mondays will be discontinued until
further notice due to Covid 19.
Christian Meditation: There will be NO
meeting this Tuesday as it is St Patrick’s Day.
Sr. Geraldine, 6217158
Bethany Group: Bethany Group is available to
listen to or just be there for anyone who is
feeling lonely or lost following the death of a
loved one. We meet on the 2nd Monday of each
month from 10.30am-11.30am, also on the 4th
Thursday of each month from 8pm - 9pm. in the
Parish Centre,
Phone: 01 6217041
Legion of Mary: We meet in Room 2 in the
Parish Centre every Wednesday at 6.30pm. We
are much involved in home visits and nursing
homes. With extra help we could a wider range
of work in the parish. Come and join us, you
will not regret it.
More info: Peter 01 6241105/ Brigid 01 6281686

All inclusive cost €47.
St Mary’s Chorale will be singing at the
concluding Mass.
To book: Leave your name and phone
number with Deirdre in the Parish Centre
(01 6217041) or in the Sacristy

Holy Communion for the sick and
housebound:
If you wish to avail of this service or if you know
someone who does, please contact one of the
priests.
Parish Ministry: It is an important part of our
ministry to support people in times of sickness
and bereavement. We would greatly appreciate
it, if you would let us know if someone in your
family is ill or admitted to hospital. Ph. 6217041
weekdays between 9.30am and 2pm. (except
Thursday).
St. Vincent de Paul –
Church collection at all Masses
THIS Sat/ Sun 14th/15th March.
Many thanks for your generosity.

St. Patrick’s
Esker/Dodsboro/Adamstown
www.stpatrickslucan.ie
Bethany Bereavement Support Group: Meet
on the third Wednesday of each month from 89pm in the Pastoral Centre. This is a free
confidential service and is available to everyone.
To contact telephone 089 250 7213.
Coffee Morning: All are welcome to come in for
a chat and enjoy our hospitality every
Wednesday in the Pastoral Centre after the 10am
Mass.
Prayer Group: Meet every Monday night in the
Pastoral Centre from 8.30pm – 9.15pm.
All welcome.

The Cold March Equinox
The Equinox occurs when the centre of the sun is
directly above the equator. This happens twice a
year: the spring or vernal equinox in March and
the autumnal equinox in September. In 2020 the
relevant dates are March 20th and September
22nd.
Equinox means “equal night” and on those dates
daylight and darkness are equal. The Northern
Hemisphere starts to tilt towards the sun. The
word vernal comes from the Latin word vernus
which means “of spring”.
When does Spring occur?
In school most of us learned that February,
March and April were the spring months.
Growth started in February with the appearance
of snowdrops, crocus and sometimes daffodils.
The Met Office, however, regards March as the
first month of spring. It bases the seasons on
average temperature and not growth. Another
school of thought regards March 20th as the first
day spring and consequently June 21st as the start
of summer.
March Equinox versus September Equinox
The power of the sun shining at 37degree angle
is the same at both equinoxes. However, average
maximum temperatures in March and September
differ widely. The average maximum
temperature in Dublin on March 20th is 11℃ but
is a surprising 16℃ on September 22nd! That’s a
5 degree difference. There are a few reasons for
this. The sea heats up slowly in spring and cools
down slowly in autumn. Ireland’s weather is
influenced by the seas around us. The average
temperature of the Irish Sea (near Dublin) is
almost 9℃ in March and almost 15℃ in
September. Wind direction also plays a part.
Cold winds (north or east) are more likely to
occur in March. Also, September sometimes has
warm winds coming from very far south. These
are brought up by the tail end of tropical storms
and hurricanes. Atmospheric pressure is another
factor. It tends to be a bit higher in September
than March. This gives us a chance of a fine
settled spell at the beginning of autumn.
A brilliant March day
The average maximum temperature in late March
in Dublin is only 11℃. However, on March 28th
1965 a truly amazing temperature of 23.6℃
occurred at the weather station in Trinity
College, Dublin. For this to happen you need a
clear blue sky and a southerly wind of subtropical origin, There may also have been a fohn
(warming) effect brought about by the wind

blowing over the Wicklow and Dublin
Mountains.
What was happening in Dublin in Spring
1965?
On May 1st 1965, The Irish Transport and
General Workers Union opened its new
headquarters at Liberty Hall. It was the city’s
tallest building. At the same time O’Connell
Bridge House and Hawkins House were under
construction. These are among “the new glass
cages” referred to by Pete St John in his
nostalgic song: Dublin in the Rare Auld Times.
The Borrowed Days
After the vernal equinox we have the possibility
of “The Borrowed Days” occurring. This refers
to the first three days of April which traditionally
have bad weather. Kevin Danaher in his book
“The Year in Ireland” tells us about The Old
Brindled Cow (An tSean-Bhó Riabhach). She
boasted that the harshest March weather could
not kill her, whereupon March borrowed three
days from April and used these with severe
weather to kill and skin the old cow.
Spring Equinox, March 20th (Past Events)
1815: After escaping from Elba, Napoleon
entered Paris and his “Hundred Days Rule” (his
last days in power) began.
1915: Albert Einstein published his “General
Theory of Relativity”
1944: Mount Vesuvius in Italy erupted
1964: Brendan Behan, Irish Republican and
playwright died
1982: In rugby France beat Ireland 22 – 9 in
Paris. However, Ireland’s previous results
ensured that they won The Five Nations
Championship and also their 5th Triple Crown
Let’s hope that we don’t get “The Borrowed
Days” this year and that if “March comes in like
a lion” true to the old saying “it will go out like a
lamb”
D.T.

A Fond Farewell to Another Beech
Park Stalwart
On the morning of 2nd March, Mick Noone, our
great neighbour and friend, left this world after a
very short illness. As the sad news began to
spread through our neighbourhood that day we
were left reeling and stunned trying hard to take
it on board. We are all devastated, saddened and
shocked at his untimely passing.
Mick, a true son of Belmullet in Co Mayo, was a
legend and one of a kind in the way he cared for
our Community. He was a retired Garda Sergeant
who continued to follow the true Garda ethos
with passion and caring. He was always on the
lookout for ways to improve the safety of our
neighbourhood. Using his Garda expertise, he set
up a community WhatsApp Group, which grew
to include the majority of our neighbours. This
created a safety net, with contributions steering
us towards being more observant, better at
watching out for each other and being more
vigilant about the security of our homes. On
many occasions he would alert us to what was
happening in surrounding areas and would
encourage us to step up our observation and to
report anything untoward. This certainly reduced
undesired incidents in our area. (A big thank you
Mick.)
If you met Mick running or taking one of his
frequent brisk walks he would always make time
to have a chat. If you raised any concerns, Mick
would reply "leave it with me" and without much
delay he would be back with an update. His
energy and enthusiasm knew no bounds.
Mick reposed in his home in Beechpark in the
traditional way. People travelled from far and
near to sympathise with his family and pay their
respects to their friend, colleague and neighbour.
People huddled together in small groups in the
house. Fr. Joe Coyne was in our midst
reminiscing and recalling many incidents of the
past.
Mick’s remains left his home on Thursday
morning for his final journey to St. Mary’s
church with his extended family, friends and
neighbours following behind on foot. Mick
would have been very proud of this cortege.
Fr. John Regan, a Mayo man and a personal
friend of Mick's, along with Fr Phillip Curran
celebrated Mick's funeral liturgy (a celebration of
Mick's life). Again this was attended by a huge
gathering of friends, neighbours and colleagues
from far and wide, filling St Mary's church. Our
own Fachtna Murphy, former Garda
Commissioner, and many ranking Gardai were

amongst the congregation.
Fr. John delivered a wonderful homily reminding
us of Mick’s journey through his career in An
Garda Siochana and emphasised his love and his
pride in his family. At the end of Mass, SarahJane and John-Edward with Kate and Rose
looking on gave a very appropriate and beautiful
eulogy to their father which reflected his true
nature and calling as a great family man. Cathy
Nugent together with her accompanist Peter
Devine provided wonderful music and song
throughout the ceremony and as Mick’s remains
were leaving the Church, Rose’s niece Janice
from Monaghan, beautifully sang Jimmy
McCarthy’s “Bright Blue Rose”. A Garda escort
accompanied Mick’s funeral to his final resting
place in Donacomper Cemetery.
We all join as a community to offer our most
sincere sympathy to his wife Rose, daughters
Sarah-Jane and Kate and his son John-Edward.
Mick will be remembered with gratitude for a
long time in our community.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dilis.
Mary Conlon

Anniversaries
COLLINS (JACK)
13th Anniversary – 15th March
Late of Sarsfield Park.
Our hearts are full of memories
With pride we speak your name
Though life goes on without you
It will never be the same
Those special years will not return
When we were all together
But with love and memories in our hearts
You will walk with us forever.
Still loved and remembered by your daughters
Carol Anne, Elizabeth, grandchildren and great
grandchildren
WALSH (MARY)
6th Anniversary
Roselawn, Lucan.
Remembered with love and affection by Sean,
family and friends
Mary’s 6th Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated on Sunday 15th March in St.
Mary’s Church at 11am.

Serious Action taken on
COVID 19: As we go to
press this Thursday, a lot of
the country is shutting down!
Schools, Colleges and
childcare facilities are
closing down. The situation
will unfold more over the
coming days. Pray to God we have it right!
Happy St. Patrick’s Day to all our readers, at
home and abroad. On a day different to all others
in the history of the world, we hope all keep well
and safe.
Great effort going into stalling this pandemic
– let’s hope its enough! It certainly focused the
minds of our politicians. Maybe there’s a
glimmer of light at the end of that tunnel!
Hard luck on all the Parade Committees
around the country. So much preparation goes
into these events, including the Lucan one, but
needs must!
Daffodil Day came a cropper too! Perhaps some
of these events can be rescheduled for later in the
year.

Let’s mention something nice now! Lucan lads
Mark Lavin and Alan Murphy were to the fore
on the Dubs Under 20 team when they became
Leinster Champions over Laois last weekend.
They are due to face Tyrone in the semi-final in
Croker on St. Patrick’s Day, if the fixture goes
ahead.
Next Thursday 19th March, Feast of St.
Joseph, is the anniversary of the day the
Presentation Sisters came to Lucan, all of 153
years ago. We send greetings to the Sisters!

Anniversaries
FARRELLY (JONATHAN)
3rd Anniversary – 17th March
Late of Sarsfield Park and Denmark.
These lonely years without you Jonathan
Are the saddest I have known
I treasure every thought of you
When I am on my own
Although I cannot see you
You’re with me night and day
And though I grieve with all my heart
You’re never far away
You are not just a memory or part of my past
You are mine to remember
As long as my life lasts.
Love and miss you so much, your heartbroken
wife Annika
FARRELLY (JONATHAN)
Daddy
We love you to the moon and back
We love how kind you are
We’ll love and miss you forever
You’re the best daddy in the world.
Your loving children Ronan and Kala
Son
They say it’s a beautiful journey
From the old world to the new
Some day we’ll make that journey
Which will lead us straight to you
And when we reach that garden
In which there is no pain
We’ll put our arms around you
And never part again
Sleep tight my darling son.
Loved too much to be forgotten, your
heartbroken Mam, Beryl, sisters Diane, Yvonne,
Wendy, brothers Michael, Wayne, Darrel and
Russell

Birthday Remembrance
HEFFERNAN (JONATHON)
In ever loving memory of my son Jonathon who
would have reached his 50th Birthday on
12th March.
From 16 to 50
A lifetime in my heart.
Mam and Chris

Lucan Drama

Lucan ICA

A Spectacular Moment

Tues 17th March: St. Patrick’s
Day, there will be no Craft
Class this morning.
President Pauline wishes all
members a happy St. Patrick’s
Day!

Lucan Drama’s Spring
production is a gripping fulllength play entitled Moment by
Deirdre Kinihen. This is a modern Irish play
which focuses on an ordinary family with a dark
and heart-rending secret at its core. The play is
directed by Philip Byrne, first time director with
Lucan Drama but who has a wealth of experience
in theatre. Themes and characters are now being
explored in rehearsals making this definitely a
production to look forward to.

Big thank you to Hazel Rafferty for a lovely
night of gentle exercise to music.

Dates for Your Diary:
Tuesday 19th May to Saturday 23rd May.
For more information on Lucan Drama find us
on Facebook or e-mail lucandrama@gmail.com
Or Phone Lucan drama 0894900429 or Jack
0860666626.

We also had some set dancing and singing for
Seachtain na Gaeilge. Marie provided us with a
delicious supper afterwards.
Our trip to the Garda Training College in
Templemore on Thursday next, is postponed
until a later date due to COVID 19.

Irish Water’s operation of Leixlip
Treatment Plant criticised by
Advisory Body

Please note:
The Guild is closed until further notice!

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/environment/ir
ish-water-s-operation-of-leixlip-treatment-plantcriticised-by-advisory-body1.4199653?mode=amp
After reading yet again another complaint about
Leixlip Water treatment plant in the Irish Times I
decided to contact the Water Advisory Board
who said people affected by this water supply
could send a submission into them which they
could take up with Irish water on their behalf.
How does the treatment plant at Leixlip think it
is a good thing to expect people to drink water
that is pickled with chlorine!
Mairead Hilliard
Phone: 086 8446071

Lucan Senior Citizens
Social Morning in St. Mary’s Parish Centre will
be discontinued until further notice due to
COVID 19.
Hope all our Senior Citizens stay safe.

CHOOL
NEWS
St Joseph’s College
Entrepreneurs of the Future! Thirteen of our
Transition Year students displayed their
Businesses on Tuesday, at the Student
Enterprise, Regional Final in Tallaght. Students
take part in the programme by setting up and
running their own student business. The students
acquire real life skills associated with running a
business; working as part of a team, managing
finances, organising a sales and marketing
campaign, liaising directly with customers etc.
We had three groups in this year’s Final. Well
done to Esther Adanikin, whose stationary
business 'Eh*star' won 1st place Senior Category
Display and to Hannah Kinsella, Gráinne Maher,
Ashling Sharry, Bevin Kelleher, Hannah
Farrelly, Sophie Bradley and Ella Lacey, whose
business 'Wax the World' was awarded 2nd place
overall Senior Award!

Our Student Entrepreneurs with TY Co-ordinator
Mr Maguire and Year Head Ms Forde
Well done to Mr Smyth and our very talented
Concern Debaters who won their debate on
Friday in Kilkenny!!! The team were opposing
the motion 'Brexit will be good for Africa'. The
students have put a great deal of work and
preparation into this competition and are now
through to the Quarter Finals!! The team consists
of Emma Williams (captain), Ashling Sharry,
Kate Williams and Erica Flynn.
Congratulations to Ella O'Reilly (1st year) who
entered the Ceist All Ireland Bake Off 2020!
Ella was supported by her Home Economics
teacher, Ms Devine at the event in Athy. Ella
baked a magnificent cake and was awarded
Runner up in the Junior Section! Well done
Ella!!

Ella O'Reilly
with her
fabulous cake
and her Home
Economics
teacher Ms
Devine.
Our 1st Year
hockey
team was in
action against
Castleknock
Community College, in the north side Dublin
Hockey League. The final score was 1-0 to St
Joseph’s!
We celebrated World Book Day Ireland last
Friday. Ms Doherty Malone, our Literacy &
Library Co-ordinator prepared a fabulous display
outside our school Library, containing
photographs of teachers' bookshelves. Students
had to guess which bookshelf belonged to which
teacher! There were prizes for correct answers.
5th years got a taste of undergraduate life at
DCU last week. Our Guidance Department took
the students to DCU, where they were given a
tour of the campus and information on the many
courses available at the University.
Our 6th Year Flag Day Committee have been
busy in recent weeks, preparing for Flag Day
(Friday 13th March). Our TY Art students were
putting the final touches to their magnificent
Flag Day mural, which depicts the Irish Flag,
surrounded by the flags of the 68 Countries
represented by our school community!
Meanwhile, all students attached stars to our Flag
Day Poster to vote for which charity they would
like our Flag Day fundraiser to go towards.
Friday is a non-uniform day, with money
collected going toward the charity voted by the
students.
We would like to thank parents for their
understanding and cooperation with regard to the
re-arrangement of certain school events in light
of the Covid-19 situation.
Parents’ Association: 1st year parents are asked
to encourage their children to read as many
books as possible and support our Book
Marathon. If anyone is doing a Clothing clearout, please consider either sending them to our
school reception or ‘We Buy Used Clothing’ on
Main St. Leixlip and request that the money be
added to the St Joseph's College Parent's
Association account. Our Parents’ Association
meet the first Friday of every month in St Mary’s
Parish Centre from 7.30 to 8.30. All parents are
welcome. Thank you for your support!

Coláiste Phádraig CBS
Tráth na gCeist: The Craobh Comórtas Tráth na
gCeist Boird (National Final), run by Feachtas,
was held in Dublin on Tuesday 10th March. The
competition saw 26 regional qualifying teams
from around the country compete for the coveted
Micheál MacGréil Perpetual Trophy. Our school,
who won this competition in 2015, 2017 and
2018, had two teams representing Dublin this
year having emerged victorious in the Regional
round in October.
Both teams performed very well with the team of
Michael Connolly, Ciarán O’ Brien, Cillian
Lawlor and Eoin McGarty finishing just 4 points
off the winners on a score of 48/60. This team
can take pride in a very impressive performance
and they were the top performing English
medium school at the event. The majority of
schools at the Final were Irish medium schools
so they had the fluency advantage naturally yet
our young quizzers still performed exceptionally
well. The team consisted of two 5th yrs and two
1st yrs so they will still be eligible to form the
same team again next year where hopefully they
can do even better.
Our other team consisted of Sabah Uddin Aleem,
Abhiram Ajith, Shane Whelan and Colin Duffy
who finished with a respectable score of 44/60.
Well done to the eight students who spoke Irish
for the duration of the day of the event. Beatha
teanga í a labhairt (A language lives through
being spoken). They should take pride in
being such fine ambassadors for the
school. Comhghairdeas leo.
Soccer: Hard luck to our 1st yr soccer team
who were beaten 2-0 by Salesian College
Celbridge in the Dublin Metropolitan
Division 1 West Regional Final last week. Two
late goals sealed a 2-0 win for the Celbridge
team. Lucan have the consolation of a play-off
against the winners of St. Benildus
Colle/Portmarnock CS for a place in the League
semi-finals.
The team then suffered another defeat later in the
week as they were beaten 5-0 by a very strong
Clonkeen College team in the 1-4 final of the
Leinster Shield. Clonkeen incredibly had 8
players close to 6ft tall so it made for a bit of a
mis-match against a small but game Lucan team.
Our players battled bravely throughout but
struggled to get past the enormous backline of
their opponents, some of whom played for
Clonkeen’s u15 team that reached the Leinster
Minor Cup Final two days later.
Business: Our 6th yr Business students attended a
presentation from BioMarin recently with their

teacher Ms. Gough. BioMarin is an American
biotechnology pharmaceutical company that
specialises in treating patients with rare genetic
disorders, many of them affecting children, that
recently opened a new Dublin headquarters. The
Global Customer Director of Management spoke
to the students about Marketing and Finance and
passed on some valuable interview skills. The
students also enjoyed the interactive displays that
were informative and educational. Lunch was
kindly provided by the company in the ultramodern cafeteria to round off an interesting and
thoroughly enjoyable day for the students.
Hurling: Hard luck to our u16 Hurlers who were
beaten by 3 points by Coláiste Eamann Rís
Kilkenny in their Leinster “C” semi-final last
week. Lucan hurled very well throughout but the
loss of their talisman Joseph Dunne to injury just
after half-time was keenly felt throughout the
second half. Joseph scored three points in the 1 st
half and the narrow victory margin suggested
that he may well have made the difference had
he not succumbed to a hamstring injury. Liam
Garrigan, Michael Cunnigham and Michael
Young were other stand-our performers for
Lucan who can at least reflect on a fine season
that saw them claimed the Dublin Championship
in Jan.
Fundraising: Many thanks to the 20 Transition
Year students who spent a day bag packing in
Marks and Spencer in Liffey Valley as part of
Lollipop Day on Friday 28th February. The
students were supporting the Oesophageal
Cancer Fund, a charity that funds research,
promotes awareness and supports the outcomes
of patients with Oesophageal cancer. Our
school has long standing tradition of
supporting this initiative and our TY students
were only too willing to lend a hand on the day.
Theatre trip: Our 3rd yr students attended an
excellent production of “Romeo and Juliet” at
the Mill Theatre, Dundrum last week. The
students were very impressed with the set design
which immersed them in the world of
Shakespeare while the cast were universally
excellent. The lighting and music added to the
drama while the use of props was very clever
throughout. The production certainly brought
Shakespeare’s masterpiece to life for the students
and the performance will undoubtedly help them
in their Junior Cert English exam in June. The
students are to be commended on their excellent
behaviour throughout as they received numerous
compliments from the theatre staff and the bus
driver afterwards so well done to them on being
fine ambassadors for the school.

Adamstown Community College
Adamstown Fun Run: From all of us at
Adamstown Community College - Thank you so
much to everyone who took part in our run
yesterday. It was great to see so many people on
a Saturday morning coming out to support. It
was also lovely to come into the main building at
the end of the run and see so many people
chatting, smiling and laughing.
Thank you to the marshals on the course who
made the run go off without any problems. A
huge thank you to our parent’s council who put
on a wonderful spread after the run. A special
thanks to the teachers and students of
Adamstown Community College for all the help
and support you have shown to make this run
such a great and growing event. In particular
those involved with registration, prize giving,
baking and sponsorship the sense of community
spirit was amazing. A big shout out to
@popupraces who deliver every time.
A huge thank you to all of our sponsors and
people who donated prizes for the run without
your support this event would not be such a
success. The businesses in the Adamstown/
Lucan area were unbelievably generous this year
and we were blown away with the support we
received. In particular Lucan District Credit
Union , APA Systems KE, Finnstown Castle
Hotel, Giraffe Childcare Adamstown , Pamper
Yourself At Adamstown Lucan, Lidl Ireland,
SuperValu Lucan, Starbucks (Lucan), Fyffes
Ireland, LloydsPharmacy, Photoeye and
@dosadosa.ie
We look forward to seeing you all next year and
hopefully we can grow the event even more next
year.
6th Year Music trip: The 6th year Music students
enjoyed a trip to the National Concert Hall to
listen to the RTE Symphony Orchestra perform
their Leaving Cert set works. The pieces
performed were Berlioz’s Symphony Fantasique
and Mozart’s Piano Concert No.23. It was a very
enjoyable trip and the students learned a lot.
Girls’ Basketball: The girl’s first year
basketball team are through to the semi-finals
after beating St Tiernans Community School 2620 last Thursday. They will now go on to play
Ghlor Na Mara in the semi-finals in Adamstown
Community College. Good luck to the girls in
their next match.
Guest Speaker: Thank you to Ruth Daly from
Maynooth Pontifical University who came to talk
to the 5th and 6th year Leaving Cert Applied and
Leaving Cert students last week. It was an
interesting talk that the students enjoyed greatly.

COMPUTERS
FOR THE
TERRIFIED!
1 TO 1 TRAINING FOR OVER 55’s
Are you frustrated by your lack of computer
skills? Do you feel that the digital age has passed
you by? Are you confused by well-meaning
family instruction (i.e. no patience with you!)
Learn How To:
Search the Internet Send & receive emails
Shop and book flights
Use your own device or use computers available
at some venues
Age Action runs beginner courses in Computers,
iPads and Tablets for older people who have
little or no experience or for the absolutely
terrified!
Courses run once a week for 5 or 6
All Courses Are Free of Charge
If you wish to become a volunteer or to book a
course Tel: (01) 475 6989

Emer Higgins T.D. Fine Gael
emer.higgins@oireachtas.ie, 78 The Orchard, Co.
Dublin

Thank You! I would like to sincerely thank
everyone voted for me in the recent General
Election. I am privileged to have been elected as
the Lucan T.D. and I promise to work tirelessly
on behalf of Lucan. I’d like to congratulate every
candidate, in particular my running mate Cllr.
Vicki Casserly, who played an important part in
democracy by putting themselves forward.
Seachtain na Gaeilge: I was blown away by the
enthusiasm and positive energy of the children I
met from Gaelscoil Eiscir Riada who displayed
their projects for Lá na Gaeilscoileanna at
Science Blast at the RDS last week. Máith sibh
go léir!

Cllr. Shane Moynihan – Fianna Fáil
Email: smoynihan@cllrs.sdublincoco.ie
Ph: 087 7840898. Twitter: @shanemoynihan
facebook.com/cllrshanemoynihan
Instagram: cllrshanemoynihan

Litter & Illegal Dumping in Lucan: At the
March County Council meeting, I raised the
need for further focus on deterring illegal
dumping around the Lucan area and across the
county. I was dismayed to see that of the 4,000
reports of illegal dumping made in 2019, less
than 1% resulted in successful prosecution. I
continue to highlight the need for further
installation of CCTV to target litter blackspots to
assist with successful prosecution.
Carbon Monoxide Alarm Scheme: South
Dublin County Council’s scheme to provide
Carbon Monoxide alarms free to residents who
are over 55 and living alone OR deemed to be
vulnerable has been extended to 27th March.
Contact me if you'd like to learn more or would
like to make an application.
E-newsletter: Email or text me if you’d like to
subscribe to my e-newsletter.

Cllr. Ed O’Brien - Fianna Fáil
8A The Village Centre, Ph.: 01 6105811.
Mob: 087 7997609. E: eobrien@cllrs.sdublincoco.ie
www.facebook.com/edobrienlucan
@EdOBrien1 Fianna Fáil Group Leader on SDCC

St Patricks Day Parade: Whilst I share the
disappointment of all locals that this year’s
parade cannot proceed I think the organisers
have made the correct decision in cancelling. The
public health emergency which has been created
by the spread of Covid 19 must be taken
seriously and all precautions must be taken to
lessen the risk of infection. I congratulate the
organisers of the parade on their continued work
on it.

Roads & Footpaths: The Fianna Fail group has
ensured significant investment in footpath repairs
this year with a budget increase of €500,000.
Please check my social media channels for the
list of works for this year approved at this
month’s council meeting or simply contact me
for a copy of the list.

Gino Kenny TD- People Before Profit
Phone: 01-6183816. Email: gino.kenny@oir.ie

Bus Connects- Core Bus Corridor Public
Consultation: Public information and
consultation Event. Lucan to Dublin City
Centre Clayton Hotel Liffey Valley 26th March
11.30am- 19.30pm.

Cllr. Paul Gogarty – Independent and
Green-minded
Tel: 087-2752489. Email: info@paulgogarty.com

Fencing off of area beside Lucan Newlands
Road: South Dublin Co Council is investigating
this following representations made on behalf of
numerous residents. I expect a more detailed
report in the coming weeks.
Coronavirus: It is likely that measures to
minimise and delay the spread of the Covid-19
virus will be stepped up at both national and
local level. As our national day approaches
(minus parades) it reminds us that we each have
an individual and patriotic duty to look out for
those most susceptible in our neighbourhoods.
We should follow proper hygiene and greetings
etiquette and make sure nobody is short of
anything essential. Follow the advice of experts
on the HSE website; don’t be tempted to share
unverified posts online about the virus and socalled tips on preventing infection. I’m a phone
call or text away if anyone needs anything.

Transport Users
The Public Transport meeting that was due to be
held in Wynn's Hotel on Saturday 14th March
has been cancelled due to the corona virus. The
aim of the meeting was to get support to let
Authority know that if the traffic congestion in
the city centre was addressed the rest would fall
into place reducing Bus Connects cost by almost
one billion euro. This savings could go for
a Luas for Lucan. To spend such a big amount on
a bus solution of 2.4 billion will have little effect
on a traffic solution for Dublin because of the
narrow peak time of just over two hours. Luas is
now more important than ever for Lucan with the
growth of house building in the area. A balance
is needed between all form of transport to
achieve a solution.
T. Newton 086 3127364.

recorded a win over Crokes and the 13B’s were
defeated by Commercials.

COVID-19: The official guidance from the HSE
in relation to the coronavirus (COVID-19)
continues to be that activities should continue as
normal in GAA Clubs. It is recommended that
the pre/post-match handshakes be suspended at
juvenile games. It is also advised that players use
their own water bottles. As the situation evolves
we will communicate changes on the Club
website.
Congratulations to Mark Lavin and Alan
Murphy and the Dublin team, 2020 Leinster
U20 Champions following the win against Laois
last Friday. They now meet Tyrone in the All
Ireland Semi-Final on St Patricks Day in Croke
Park.
The Dublin Minor Camogie team, with Ellen
Dunphy, Ali Dunne and Laura Sharkey in the
squad, kept up their winning start to the
championship overcoming Laois by 5 points.
John O’Connell’s team now face Waterford on
Sat 14 March. Emma Flanagan, Laura Quinn
and the Dublin Senior Camogie team lost their
third game and now will face a relegation game
next weekend against Offaly following the defeat
by Limerick, and the Dublin Intermediates with
Claire Rigney, Chloe O’Connor and Aoife
McKearney, look like keeping their Division 2
status after their great performance against Laois,
4-08 to 0-07 at the finish.
Back at Club Level, in all, there were 49 Lucan
Sarsfields teams scheduled for games at the
weekend.
Ladies Football leagues started on Saturday 7
March 2020 and it was the first time that Lucan
Sarsfields fielded three Minor Ladies teams in
competitive football, all playing away, the A’s
and C’s winning but the B’s falling short in
Garristown. Also on Saturday, both U15 teams
were defeated, the U13A’s played out what must
have been a thrilling draw, 5-10 each and the
U13B’s ended up having a training session when
Crumlin couldn’t get a starting 11! On Sunday
both U16 teams and the U14B’s won their
opening games but the U14A’s were defeated by
Kilmacud Crokes.
In Saturdays Camogie, the U14A’s had a five
point win over St Vincents, and on Sunday, the
Minor Bs drew away at Olafs, the U15A’s were
pipped by a point by Erins Isle, the U13A’s

The men made history, too, when the Junior C
hurlers played Na Gael Óga on Sunday, the first
time four adult hurling teams took to the field,
Lucan emerging with a one point win. The
Junior As lost by the narrowest margin to
Castleknock as did the Junior B’s against
Thomas Davis. The Senior Hurlers came out on
top against Ballinteer. And on Saturday, the U12
Hurlers were involved in four blitzes, scoring 1213 between them.
In Football, all three Minor teams were
victorious on Sunday while U15B’s fell to
ClannaGael and the U15C’s to Judes. Saturday
saw the three U13 Footballers knock up some
great scores in their grading games, and the
U14B and U14C footballers won in the league,
while the U16’s recorded a win for the A’s and
defeat for the B’s.
As of Monday 9th, all the grass areas at the
club are closed, please also note that the ballwall is out of bounds and not to be used.
The Lucan Sarsfields Golf Society’s first
outing will be on Saturday April 18 at Millicent
Golf Club.
Healthy Club hosted a number of events last
week as part of #dubgaahealth week. On
Sunday, our 2nd annual Seniors Lunch took
place, with entertainment from the Lisa Price
Singing and Music School and a presentation
from Caroline in Santé Fitness. Donations were
collected during the week to support the Little
Blue Heroes charity. Thanks to everyone who
supported all of the healthy week events, healthy
clubs is about supporting each other on and off
the pitch.
The Lucan Sarsfields Dinner Dance takes
place on Saturday March 28th, 2020. See
website for details.
Club Lotto Jackpot €20K: There was no
winner of the Lotto Jackpot held on 5th March
2020. The numbers drawn were 7, 18, 25 and 27.
Lucky Dip winners (€30) Margaret Doyle,
Karen McAndrew, Alan McCarthy, Geoffrey
Brennan and Tommy & Liam (Mulhall). The
next draw will be Thursday 12th March 2020,
sponsored by Newcastle Golf Centre and
managed by Frank Fleming. Play Online
(http://bit.ly/LucanSarsfieldsClubLotto) or
tickets can be purchased at the Club, 12th Lock
Cafe or in Kenny’s Vesey Arms, Lucan. Cut
off time for Online Entries is 6pm every
Thursday.

competitions. Pat was also joined by Daithí
Fitzpatrick making his competitive javelin debut
and picking up a silver medal. Powerful
performances from both athletes and well done.

LUCAN HARRIERS A.C.
National indoor Masters in Athlone
Congratulations to Carol Kearney who set 2 new
Irish records on Sunday in the National Indoor
Masters in the W55 200m & 400m. We're all
very proud of you.
National Indoor Masters yielded 5 medals (2
gold, 1 silver, 2 bronze) by 4 Lucan Harriers
athletes. So many of the regulars couldn't attend
due to injuries or illnesses and they were sorely
missed.
Bohermeen Half Marathon
Super running and personal bests for Ciaran
Porter 1.28.52 and Rob Brannigan 1.29.59 with
Gerry Byrne 1.38 and Brian Lamon 1.41.50.

LUCAN GOLF CLUB
Gents Results
Mon - Back 9 - J Murphy (20) 18, M Cahalan
(28) 18
Tues - K Harding (15) 38, D Frawley (14
Kilcock) 38, A O'Callaghan (16 Millicent) 38
Carol Kearney got gold in 200m and 400m
setting new national records in the process, Ben
Penter got bronze in Shot put & in weight for
distance, Tricia Gough got silver in 1500m, 4th
in 800m and Laura McAteer completed in both
the 200m and Long Jump coming 4th in the
Long Jump

Wed - Front 9 - P Lynch (18) 20, N Mulhern (14)
20, M McCarthy (11) 20, Back 9 - M Burke (22)
20, C Dunne (36) 19
Sat - Front 9 - F Feighery (16) 19, L Carroll (22)
19, A Grendon (13) 19, Back 9 - R Doyle (16)
21, L Cox (7) 20, P Linton (1) 19
Sun - Front 9 - D Kerins (19) 22, S Farren (8) 19,
J Conneely (21) 19, Back 9 - V Olaoya (9) 21, N
Lally (8) 20, E Kane (4) 18

ST. MARY'S CARDS
1st Eugene McGarrell
2nd Martin Connolly
3rd Tommy Ennis
4th Jerry Beirne

Lucan Harriers Pat Dwyer travelled down to his
home county Tipperary on Saturday 7th to take
part in the javelin competition at Templemore
AC., Paul Ryan memorial games. Pat secured the
gold in the first outing of the year for javelin

LUCAN PITCH & PUTT CLUB

letter or email info@lucanpitchandputt.com

Drive-In – 10am – Saturday 14 March 2020
This Saturday sees our drive in for our Captains
–Dave Hayden 11 and Barbara Furlong and our
President Noel Leonard. May we wish all three
the very best for the year ahead and we hope you
have a most memorable and enjoyable year.

Dates for your Diary
14th March - Captains’ Drive-In with music from
2.30 to 4.30
17th March - Music and craic in the afternoon –
sing along
25th April - Race Night and Presentation of
Captains’ Drive in & Easter weekend
competition.

th

Juveniles – Sunday 19th April 2020 at 15.45
Attention all juveniles – we are holding an open
afternoon in our Club at 15.45 on Sunday 19 th
April 2020. You are more than welcome to
come along on the day and our Juvenile
Committee will be on hand to discuss and
explain the game to you and hopefully answer
any queries/questions you may have.
Boys and Girls of previous juvenile years and
who are still of juvenile age are also very
welcome to attend – the competitions will
commence the following week – weather
permitting.
Adrian Byrne RIP
This week we learned of the passing of Adrian
Byrne to his eternal reward. To the vast majority
of our present membership the link between
Adrian Byrne’s life and Lucan Pitch and Putt
Club would be unknown. Adrian was the first
secretary of our Club when the Club was
founded in 1963. He served the Club in that role
through its earliest years. The Club would like to
extend their deepest sympathies to Adrian’s wife
Kitty and the Byrne family on their loss.
New Members Welcome – Adults and
Juveniles
Our Club is now open for membership. If you
would like to join our Club please contact the
Secretary in writing and we will be in touch with
the relevant details by return. You can join as a
family or individual or
indeed you are more than
welcome to call into the
Club House and ask for
any committee member
who will be only too
willing to discuss your
enquiry – best time to call
is at the weekend or
contact us at
info@lucanpitchandputt.co
m
Hall/Room for Hire:
Please note that we have a
hall/room for hire from
7pm weekdays – short
term or long term
hire/lease will be
considered. Please
contact the secretary by

Church Notices - Sunday 15th March 2020
Third Sunday of Lent
St. Mary's Lucan
Sunday Masses: Vigil Saturday, 6.30pm,
8.45am, 9.45am, 11am, 12.15pm and 7pm
Weekday Masses: 10am and 7.30pm
During Lent the Rosary will be at 9.30am
and will be followed by Morning Prayer
Monday to Saturday.
St Patrick’s Day Masses
Monday 16th: Vigil 7.30pm
Tuesday 17th: 10am, 11.30am
There will be NO evening Mass.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:
on Thursday 2pm - 4pm and on
Saturdays will begin at the conclusion
of the 6.30pm Mass and will finish at
8.30pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday
after 10am Mass and after the 6.30pm
Mass
Baptisms: Baptism will take place every
weekend. We ask parents to call to the
Sacristy to book at least one month before
ceremony.
Deepest Sympathy to the wife, family
and friends of Adrian Byrne, Sarsfield
Park and to the husband, family and
friends of Gráinne Williams, Leixlip and
Lucan. May they rest in peace.

St. Andrew’s Church of Ireland
Sunday:
St. Andrew’s - 9am and 10am
St. Mary’s, Leixlip 11.30am

Lucan Presbyterian Church
Sunday: 10.30am Morning Worship
Crèche and Children's Ministry

Lucan Methodist Church
Sunday: 9.45am - Holy Communion

St. Patrick's
Esker / Dodsboro / Adamstown
Sunday Masses: Vigil Saturday, 7.00pm, 9am,
10.30am and 12 noon Folk Mass
Weekday Masses: Monday to Saturday: 10am
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday
morning after 10am Mass and Saturday evening
between 6:15 - 6:50pm.
Baptisms: 1st and 3rd Sundays at 12.45pm and
2nd Saturday at 12.30pm. At least four weeks’
notice is required to facilitate preparation.
Applications between 10am and 1.00pm
Monday to Friday at Parish Office or after any
Mass as Parents are required to attend a preBaptism Meeting. Bookings cannot be accepted
on the telephone or by email.

Divine Mercy Lucan South
Sunday Masses:
Vigil Saturday, 6.30pm, 10.30am and 12 noon
Weekday Masses: Monday to Friday: 9.15am
and Saturday at 10am
Adoration and Prayer:
Adoration – Friday 9.45am-3pm.
Adoration of The Blessed Sacrament & Chaplet
of Divine Mercy - Monday, 2:00pm – 3:00pm.
Please come and spend some time in Adoration.
(If you would like to commit to one hour per
month or per fortnight please phone Bernadette
at 0862209634)
Prayer Group – Monday 7.30pm-8.30pm
Scripture Reading – Tuesday 9.45am-10.45am
Baptisms: Parents are asked to attend an
information meeting before making
arrangements or booking dates.

