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Uncertain times for the Sacraments
This time of year would normally find us in the
thick of the First Holy Communion season. In St.
Marys we usually have five consecutive Saturday
celebrations for the various schools in the parish.
First Communion day is a day of celebration both
for the young people themselves, their families and
the parish community. The problem is not just a
Lucan problem it affects every parish in the
country. Many people have been contacting us
wondering what is happening in the present
circumstances and when the outstanding
Confirmations for Gaelscoil Eiscir Riada and
Lucan Educate Together might be held. The
answer is that we simply don’t know at this stage.
In the government proposals churches can reopen on July 20th but that doesn’t mean it will be back to
the way it was. It is likely that social distancing will be a requirement for some considerable time to
come. The packed church with family and friends is unlikely to be on the cards and we will have to
examine different ways in which the Sacraments can be celebrated that respects the health and safety of
all involved. It may mean multiple small celebrations with a limited number of participants. It could
mean offering families a range of Sunday Masses at which a set number of children attend over a couple
of months. We will do our best to ensure that whatever plan we adopt it will be a special and memorable
occasion for the children involved. It might be a blessing in disguise that we have been forced to
abandon the extravaganza that these occasions have become and return to a more simple celebration less
focused on the externals and more on the spiritual reality being celebrated.
Many things are going to be different in the months and years ahead and the challenge for us all is to
find new ways forward. The fact that we haven’t been able to share the table of the Lord at Mass for all
this time perhaps has awakened an awareness of just how much we had taken that freedom for granted
and maybe even a real hunger for the ‘bread of life.’
The webcam has been invaluable but it’s no substitute for the ‘real presence’ of the Lord at the heart of
our Eucharistic gathering. I, for one, long for the day when our church is once again open to all comers
and when the greeting ‘The Lord be with you’ is bounced back with a lively ‘And with your Spirit.’ but
realistically that day may be some time away.
Meanwhile we need to pray, prayer is the oxygen of the soul and keep us in communion with the Lord
who never distances himself from any one of us – virus or no virus!
Philip Curran, St. Mary’s, Lucan

Lucan Senior Citizens

Is there a short story in this?

Greetings to all our Members!
Hopefully by now everyone who wanted to go for
a walk has done so and enjoyed the freedom. Our
front and back gardens have become our new
spaces for entertaining with social distancing!

A Reader sent us the following little tale!
Lucan seems to be almost beneath one of the
flight paths out of Dublin and under normal
conditions, the resultant noise does not bother me.
Now, for the most part the sound of passing
planes is rare.
On 3rd May 2020 (before dusk/dark), a noisy
plane flew over Lucan heading off somewhere.
These cocooning days not many planes fly
overhead so where was this particularly noisy
plane heading to?

Everyone is missing being able to hug their
grandchildren, some are lucky to have them living
within 2 kms and can see them in gardens and on
footpaths – New Norm!
Thank you to Fr. Philip and Fr. Tom for their
comforting words every day at Mass. Many are
joining in the nightly Rosary and reading the bible
passages.
Just a memory – May gets us all remembering
the May Altars at home and at school, decorated
with Bluebells, Wallflowers, Cowslips etc. No
bouquets from supermarkets or flower shops
then!!
Stay safe and stay in touch with friends by
phone or mail.

Dog-walker available
If any over-70s are unable
to walk their dog because they
are cocooning, I would be happy
to oblige. No charge.
Eoin 087 9730075

COVID-19 Support Line for Older People
ALONE has launched a national support line and
additional supports for older people who have
concerns or are facing difficulties relating to the
outbreak of COVID-19 (Coronavirus).
Professional staff are available to answer queries
and give advice and reassurance where necessary.
The support line is open Monday to Friday, 8am8pm, by calling 0818 222 024.
Hours may be extended to meet the demand.

Immediate reference to Flightradar chart on the
laptop showed that the only plane moving in Irish
airspace at that time was leaving the coast of
Dublin/Wicklow and heading towards Wales,
having started its journey at Dublin Airport.
The chart identified it as GLF3 (Gulfstream lll
capable of carrying 21
passengers) but the notes gave
no details of exit point or
destination.
As there were so few planes in the sky it was easy
to keep tabs on its progress. It did not land in
England. The plane bypassed Belgium, France,
Switzerland, Italy, and down the Adriatic, hopped
across Southern Greece and landed on Crete Chania International Airport at about 2.00am.
Question? Why would a plane leave Dublin to
land at Crete's 2nd Airport (the opposite end of
the island to Heraklion) in the middle of the
night?
Could this be a possible opening gambit for a
Newsletter short story project among
Cocooners?
Notes: Flightradar did not identify ownership of
the plane in its notes nor did it identify the take
off point or the destination. There was an
invitation to the owners of the plane to identify
themselves. Flightradar respects owner’s rights to
privacy if requested to do so.
Readers are welcome to put their thoughts on
paper, and send to us. You never know, fame
and fortune might be awaiting you in the
literary world!

And always remember.....
Good friends are like stars.....
You don't always see them,
But you know they are always there.

St. Mary’s Camera Soirée
This is report number 5 on
the activities of St. Mary’s
Camera Soirée since they had
to cease meeting in the
bungalow at the Parish
Centre. I am happy to report
that the members are still
active with their cameras and
continue to share their photos
with the other members on
WhatsApp. With the modest
relaxation in the Covid19
restrictions that came into
effect last Tuesday we should
be able to move further afield
to take our photos. This week
as well as more beautiful
flowers we have some photos
taken in the almost deserted
village of Lucan. Before all this, how many times did we have to drive around the village to find a parking
space.
It has been remarked about how
blue the sky has become as
pollution levels continue to
drop. One of our regular
complaints in the past has been
the difficulty of getting a good
sky in our photographs. They
were usually hazy or grey.
Now with a brilliant blue sky as
it was decades ago we can’t take
advantage of it.
As we go about taking our
photos we have noticed that for
the time of year the number of
bees that we are seeing so far
this year seems to be on the low
side despite the widespread
availability of the dandelion, the
pollinator’s best friend. Apart
from this attribute amongst
other properties of this hated
plant are according to the
experts that the young leaves are
edible and loaded with vitamins
and antioxidants, the roots can
be ground into a coffee
substitute, and the flowers can
be made into wine. Historically, its sap was said to cure warts, while a tea made using its leaves was
supposed to help calm stomach aches.
As the restrictions seem set to be with us for some time it may not be possible to have our annual exhibition
in the Parish centre this year. As has happened with other hobbies we will have to turn our minds to the
possibility of mounting a virtual exhibition instead!
Till next week!

Parish Notes

The Marian Shrine, Dodsboro

St Mary’s, Lucan
www.lucanparish.com
Masses at St Mary’s:
Mass will be available on the Internet only each
weekday Monday to Saturday at 10am and on
Sunday at 11am.
www.lucanparish.com
Rosary:
During the month of May the
Rosary will be livestreamed every
evening at 8pm
Deepest Sympathy to the family and
friends of Thomas Joseph Healy
and to the family and friends
of Marie and Patrick Ryan,
Ballyowen Way.
May they rest in peace.

St. Patrick’s
Esker/Dodsboro/Adamstown
www.stpatrickslucan.ie
Mass will be available on Sundays at 10.30am on
the web at www.stpatrickslucan.ie

Divine Mercy, Lucan South

The statue of Our Lady was erected by the people
of Dodsboro to celebrate and commemorate the
Holy Marian Year of 1954. It was unveiled and
blessed by Lucan’s first Parish Priest Fr. Edmund
Brennan, he was assisted by Fr. Gilmore CC, and
the choir sang their hearts out.
The Shrine was re-dedication by Fr John Hassett
on the 14th May 2014.
Up until this May, the Rosary has been recited
every evening during the months of May and
October since 1954.

www.lucansouthparish.net
The Church of Divine Mercy remains closed
We don’t have live streaming here but you can
tune in to Mass on many Parish Websites;
https://lucanparish.com/live-webcam-broadcast;
Weekdays at 10:00am & Sundays at 11:00am
https://www.churchservices.tv/ballyfermotassump
tion Daily at 10:00am
http://www.wicklowparish.ie/sacramentsservices/live-mass-services/
Mon – Fri 10am & Sundays 11:30
https://www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-jude-theapostle2
Weekdays 9:30am & Sundays at 10:00am
RTE News Now will also broadcast Daily Mass at
10.30am for those of you who don’t have access
to the internet.

Anniversary
CLERKIN (MARIE)
16th Anniversary – 11th May
Will those who think of her today
A little prayer to Jesus say.
Lovingly remembered by Gerard
and the Mahon and Clerkin families
Our Lady of Lourdes pray for us.
St. Bernadette pray for us.

Our Lady of Fatima - Feast Day 13th May
In the spring and summer of 1916, nine-yearold Lúcia dos Santos and her cousins Francisco
and Jacinta Marto were
minding sheep at Cova da
Iria near their home
village in the parish
of Fátima. They later said
they were visited three
times by an apparition of
an angel. They said the
angel, who told them his name was the "Angel of
Peace" taught them prayers, to make sacrifices,
and to spend time in adoration of the Lord.
Marian Apparitions
In May 1917 the children started seeing
apparitions of the Virgin Mary and they said she
was "the Lady more brilliant than the Sun". The
children reported a prophecy that prayer would
lead to an end to the Great War, and that on 13th
October that year the Lady would reveal her
identity and perform a miracle "so that all may
believe." Newspapers reported the prophecies,
and many pilgrims began visiting the village. The
children's accounts were deeply controversial,
drawing criticism from both local secular and
religious authorities. An administrator briefly
took the children into custody, believing the
prophecies were politically motivated in
opposition to the officially secular First
Portuguese Republic established in 1910. The
events of 13th October became known as
the Miracle of the Sun. The woman wore a white
mantle edged with gold and held a rosary in her
hand. She asked them to devote themselves to the
Holy Trinity and to pray "the Rosary every day,
to bring peace to the world and an end to the
war". While the children had never told anyone
about seeing the angel, Jacinta told her family
about seeing the brightly lit woman. Lúcia had
earlier said that the three should keep this
experience secret. Jacinta's disbelieving mother
told neighbours about it as a joke, and within a
day the whole village knew of the children's
vision.
The children said the woman told them to return
to the Cova da Iria on 13th June 1917. Lúcia's
mother sought counsel from the parish priest, Fr.
Ferreira, who suggested she allow them to go. He
asked to have Lúcia brought to him afterwards so
that he could question her. The second appearance
occurred on 13th June, On this occasion the lady
revealed that Francisco and Jacinta would be
taken to Heaven soon, but Lúcia would live
longer in order to spread her message and
devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

During the June visit, the children said the lady
told them to say the Rosary every day in honour
of Our Lady of the Rosary and for peace and an to
the Great War. The lady also purportedly revealed
to the children a vision of hell, and entrusted a
secret to them, described as "good for some and
bad for others". Fr. Ferreira later said that Lúcia
recounted that the lady told her, "I want you to
come back on the thirteenth and to learn to read in
order to understand what I want of you.
In the following months, thousands of people
came to Fátima drawn by reports of visions and
miracles. On 13th August 1917, the provincial
administrator Artur Santos (no relation to Lúcia)
intervened, as he believed that these events were
politically disruptive. He took the children into
custody, jailing them before they could reach the
Cova da Iria. Santos interrogated and threatened
the children to get them to divulge the contents of
the secrets. Lúcia's mother hoped the officials
could persuade the children to end the affair and
admit that they had lied. Lúcia told Santos
everything short of the secrets, and said she
would ask the woman for permission to tell the
official the secrets.
That month, instead of the usual apparition in the
Cova on 13th August, the children reported that
they saw the Virgin Mary on 19th August, a
Sunday, at nearby Valinhos. She asked them
again to pray the rosary daily, spoke about the
miracle coming in October, and asked them to
pray. The three children claimed to have seen the
Blessed Virgin Mary in a total of six apparitions
between 13th May and 13th October 1917. Lúcia
also reported a seventh Marian apparition
at Cova.
Francisco and Jacinta Marto died in the
international flu pandemic that began in 1918.
Francisco died at home on 4th April 1919, at the
age of ten and Jacinta died at the age of nine on
20th February 1920. They are buried at
the Sanctuary of Fátima. They were beatified
by Pope John Paul II on 13th May 2000 and
canonized by Pope Francis on 13th May 2017 on
the 100th Anniversary of the first apparition.
At the age of fourteen, Lúcia was sent to the
school of the Sisters of St. Dorothy. In 1928 she
became a postulant at the convent of the Sisters
in Tui, Spain, near the border with Portugal.
Lúcia continued to report private visions
throughout her life. In 1947, Sister Lúcia left the
Dorothean order. She joined the Discalced
Carmelite Order in a monastery in Coimbra,
Portugal.
Lúcia died on 13th February 2005, at the age of
97.

Great to see so many of the
Cocooners out enjoying their
short walks, in this beautiful
weather! Many have been
enjoying the lovely photos
and other pieces in our online
Newsletter in the meantime.
Picture of the week!

Hold on to your old copy of the telephone
directory – it might prove valuable in time to
come. 2018 was the last year in which every user
received a free copy of the directory; then last
year 2019, only those who ordered them received
a copy. The demand was low, making the 2019
edition all the more valuable.
Alas, the great tome is no more, as we all move
on with modern technology!

Flowers of the May – Clusters of these pretty
purple/blue flowers (maybe Asters), were spotted
close to the river in Griffeen Valley Park. Big
thank you to the Parks Dept. for brightening our
days!

Cian was enjoying his ice-cream in the lovely
sunshine of last weekend.
Nesting Box in a Lucan Garden

Lucan Demesne - a magical place at any time

Maire Whelan sent us this photo from a nest box
in her garden, containing eight eggs! A camera
has been installed in the box, and the progress of
the bird and eggs can be observed on their telly!
Great idea! We look forward to another photo
when the little birds have hatched.

Happy Birthday
To Mary Temple who
celebrated her birthday last
weekend – her party
consisted of Bingo on Zoom!
No stopping this woman!

This lady would put anyone to shame!
Peggy Buggle from Sarsfield Park has been
cocooning for the last number of weeks but she
has been very busy.

Fr Joe was on the telly last weekend!
Interviewed on RTE News, he was remarking on
the sadness of the present time. We send him our
special greetings, and look forward to seeing him
in the not too distant future.

When you are bored, just think about a
few things that don’t make sense, like….
If poison expires, is it more poisonous, or is it
no longer poisonous?
Which letter is silent in the word ‘Scent’ – is it
the S or the C?
Do twins ever realise that one of them is
unplanned?
Why is the letter W, in English called double
U? Shouldn’t it be called double V?

Apart from getting her garden summer ready
Peggy has been making bunting (to put up when
all this is over), doing her patchwork and has
made a basket load of baubles to hang on
Christmas trees. Peggy loves her garden the best
and as you can see from the photo it is awash with
colour and it would lift your heart, Lots of
strangers out walking stop to admire her work.

Every time you clean something, you just make
something else dirty!
The word “swims” upside down, is still “swims”!
If you replace W with a T, in What, Where, and
When, you get the answer to each of them!
What happens when you spill carpet cleaner all
over your carpet?
Why is, what doctors do called “practicing”?
Aren’t they supposed to already know what
they’re doing?

"Lucan Live" is back onair every Monday and
Wednesday at 3pm. If
you missed any of the
programmes, they are
available on podcast on our website.

The long and the short of it! Please God, the
hairdressers and barbers will be back soon.
Beginning to notice mullets again, and several
experimenting with buns of all things!

If you're looking for a radio programme to cheer
you up on a Friday night, tune in to "The MixTape with Jim & Vinny at 8pm, the lads are
recording a new programme from home every
week and it is bound to lift your spirits!
Stay safe & well! The Liffey Sound team.
www.liffeysoundfm.ie or catch up on Facebook
Liffey Sound 96.4FM- Lucan's Community
Radio Station!

COVID-19 and our Gaelic Games
Following the Governments publication of the
plans to return to normal after the restrictions, on
May 6th the GAA published a return to action
protocol update. While further clarity is being
sought the plan at the moment it states that all
GAA facilities are to remain closed and all
clubs and counties are asked to restrict on-field
activity until at least July 20. They also advised
that the Player Injury scheme is suspended and
will remain so until an official return to action
protocol is confirmed. On May 5th, the Camogie
Association said they will be assessing the impact
of the roadmap, and they announced an extension
of the suspension of all camogie activities until
June 8 at the earliest and it is possible this date
will be extended. At the time of writing, the
LGFA have not issued any update.
A reminder to please note that the Club grounds
and facilities are still being used by the HSE for
Covid-19 testing and remain out of bounds to all,
until handed
back.
Well done to all
who took part in
the Quiz Nite 3,
the next one will
take place on
Sunday 11th at
8pm.
A new English to Gaelige Crossword has been
posted to the club website, click here
http://www.lucansarsfields.ie/content_page/34196
9/
The latest GAA Newsletter is available for
download here:
https://www.gaa.ie/api/pdfs/image/upload/nnjrxm
30loi2kcmnmdrj.pdf
#The LGFA Pass It On newsletter is available
here: https://mailchi.mp/lgfa/ladies-gaelicweekly-updates-4th-may-2020 and the Peil
Magazine is available to download here
http://read.digitaleditions.ie/i/1238859-peilspring-2020
Lucan Sarsfields Senior football team ran in
relays from Sunrise May 2nd to Sunrise May 3rd

to raise some much needed funds for
the #DoitforDan campaign and Cystic Fibrosis
Ireland. Some photos are on the Club News
section of the website. The fundraising target for
this event was €3000, and to date over €7500 has
been collected. All the players want to thank
everyone for the support they received during the
event, and massive thanks to all who donated to
this worthwhile cause.

Also last weekend, some of our Juvenile players
also took part in the Dean Rock, Run Against the
Sun to raise funds for Stewarts Care in
Palmerstown, over €50000 was raised, double the
anticipated amount! While the distance target was
just 150km, the teams ran a combined total of
over 750km, well done to all!
A little trip down memory lane, 25 years ago,
our then intermediate footballers booked a place
in the county final against St Vincents following
their defeat of Raheny in the intermediate
championship semi-final, held in Swords on
Sunday May 7th. Check out the Club History
section on the website for more about this.
Lucan Sarsfields Lotto Jackpot €20,000
There was no winner of the Lotto Jackpot
sponsored by Henley Forktrucks, held on
Thursday 30th April, 2020. The numbers drawn
were 7, 13, 24 and 25. Lucky Dip winners (€30):
Padraig O'Driscoll, Declan Healy, Anthony
Lee, Paul McCabe and Gerry & Mary
Reynolds. Next Draw: Thursday, May 7, 2020,
Sponsor: Diamond and Gem Jewellers,
Managed by Team Flannery.
IMPORTANT: For the duration of the current
restrictions due to the COVID-19 outbreak the
lotto draw will take place on Thursday nights @
9pm behind closed doors and will be live
streamed on Facebook.
You can still enter the draw by clicking on the
following link:
http://bit.ly/LucanSarsfieldsClubLotto or on the
local lotto link on the Lucan Sarsfields website.
Make sure to get your entry in before 6pm on
Thursday to be included in that night's draw.

South Dublin Libraries
Events & Activities, May 2020
(All events and activities are free of charge).

Introduction to Family History

main online resources when conducting your family
history research.
For your convenience, parts I, II, II, & IV can be
accessed at any time at
https://localstudies.wordpress.com/2020/04/09/anintroduction-to-genealogy/
Part V will be posted later this week, and watch out for
more to come over the following weeks.

Starts Wed 13th May, 7:00pm - 8:00pm, continues
Wednesday 20th & 27th May, 3rd, 10th & 17th June
More time on your hands? Now is the perfect time to
get started on your family history! South Dublin
Libraries presents a series of genealogy talks with
Fiona Fitzsimons of the Irish Family History Centre
every Wednesday evening for 6 weeks.
Each class introduces a major source:
Wednesday 13th May: Civil Records (Births,
Marriages and Deaths)
Booking opens Thursday 7th May, 10:00am via
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/introduction-to-familyhistory-civil-records-births-marriages-and-deathstickets-104052511864

A series of maths classes over the next two weeks
supporting 5th and 6th year students in preparation for
the Leaving Cert. Facilitated by the Project Sums
team from Trinity College.

Wednesday 20th May: Census.
Booking opens Thursday 14th May, 10:00am via
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/introduction-to-familyhistory-census-tickets-104055195892

Please note: Participants must have access to a laptop
or mobile phone with a camera and microphone and
be able to host the Zoom software on their device. All
participants must also have a valid email address to
receive the invite code for the class. This email will be
shared with a class facilitator from Project Sums for
this session only and will not be held on file.

Wednesday 27th May: Parish Records (Catholic &
Church of Ireland)
Booking opens Thursday 21st May, 10:00am via
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/introduction-to-familyhistory-parish-records-catholic-church-of-irelandtickets-104055996286

Project Sums at Home - Probability for Higher
Level
Tuesday 12th May, 6:00pm - 6:45pm
Booking now open via
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/project-sums-higher-levelleaving-cert-class-probability-tickets-104130850176

Wednesday 3rd June: Griffith's Valuation.
Booking opens Thursday 28th May, 10:00am via
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/introduction-to-familyhistory-griffiths-valuation-tickets-104056684344

Project Sums at Home - Complex Numbers for
Ordinary Level
Wednesday 13th May, 6:00pm - 6:30pm
Booking now open via
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/project-sums-ordinarylevel-leaving-cert-class-complex-numbers-tickets104133367706?aff=erelpanelorg

Wednesday 10th June: Gravestones and Cemetery
Records.
Booking opens Thursday 4th June, 10:00am via
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/introduction-to-familyhistory-gravestones-cemetery-records-tickets104057185844
Wednesday 17th June: Newsprint
Booking opens Thursday 11th June, 10:00am via
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/introduction-to-familyhistory-newsprint-tickets-104057916028
These sessions will be delivered online via Zoom. A
link to join the Zoom session will be emailed to
attendees on the morning of the event. Each genealogy
session must be booked separately on Eventbrite.
See http://lucanlibrarydublin.eventbrite.com for an
overview of all sessions.

An Introduction to Genealogy
Dr. Michael Keyes, South Dublin Libraries' Local
Studies Librarian, has posted excellent advice and
information to help you navigate your way through the

Project Sums at Home - Statistics for Higher Level
Thursday 14th May, 6:00pm - 6:45pm
Booking now open via
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/project-sums-higher-levelleaving-cert-class-statistics-tickets104131827098?aff=erelpanelorg

The Dormant Accounts Fund
Programmes and Projects
In 2019, South Dublin Libraries
ran a number of very successful
programmes and projects in our
local communities.
To view a snapshot of these projects, please click here.
These programmes were made possible through
government funding, provided by the Dormant
Accounts Fund (DAF).

Part of the South
Dublin Creative
Campus programme
supporting
secondary school
students.
See http://talib.eventbrite.ie for an overview of all
sessions.

Political Notes

Migrant Teacher Project Talk
Monday 11th May, 11:00am - 12:30pm
Are you a teacher qualified outside of Ireland and
would like to teach here? Yes, go for it!!!
Garret Campbell from the Migrant Teacher Project will
provide an information and advice session to teachers
who have qualified outside of Ireland. This will help
relevant qualified teachers to continue their profession
in Irish primary and post-primary schools. We also
would encourage registered teachers to take part in this
talk.

Access to Spinraza: It is now almost a year since
the HSE approved access to the drug Spinraza in
the treatment of children with spinal muscular
atrophy (SMA). Following a lengthy campaign by
families and patients for its approval, there was
huge relief and joy when the Government
announced that the drug would finally be
available for children with this rare, debilitating
and life-threatening disease. However, only half
of the 25 children with SMA have begun
treatment with Spinraza. Eighteen-year-old Glen
McHugh Farrelly from Dublin Mid-West is still
waiting desperately to access the drug as his
condition continues to deteriorate. I strongly
supported the campaign to approve Spinraza for
use in the treatment of the debilitating disease
SMA and was delighted for all the patients and
their families when the breakthrough was
announced almost a year ago.

This talk will use Zoom video calls for
communication between Garret and attendees. A
link to join the Zoom session will be sent to you on
the morning of the talk. A valid email address will
be needed to receive the access code.
Booking now open via
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/migrant-teacher-projecttalk-tickets-103527964930

Gino Kenny TD - People Before
Profit
Phone: 01-403007/01-6183816.
Email: gino.kenny@oir.ie

Lucan Auto Sales
Ballydowd
Free Fix of Flat Battery
or Tyre to anyone
living in Lucan.
Phone 087-2332332

Citizens Information Centre
The CIC office is closed for
personal callers until further
notice.
People can ring 0761 07 5000
and leave a message, and
someone will return their call,
or they can email Ballyfermot@citinfo.ie and
someone will reply to their email.

And always remember.....
Always remember the compliments you
received…….
Forget about the rude remarks.

Cllr. Shane Moynihan - Fianna Fáil
E: smoynihan@cllrs.sdublincoco.ie
Ph: 087 7840898, Twitter: @shanemoynihan
F/b cllrshanemoynihan Instagram: cllrshanemoynihan

Commuter tickets: I welcome the decision by
the NTA to provide refunds and extensions to
those who hold tickets under the TaxSaver
scheme. This follows my representations to them
on this issue over the past month.
Grass verges: I welcome the work done by
SDCC on cutting grass verges around Lucan to
facilitate social distancing on our footpaths, and
to keep those who are cocooning safe. I have
highlighted other areas that require attention and
hope that they will be dealt with as a priority.
Public parks: All public parks are reserved
between 1.30pm and 3.30pm every day for those
over 70 and those who are medically vulnerable.
If you are not in those categories, please avoid the
parks between these times.
Online clinics: Contact me if you would like to
make an appointment for my online clinic every
Saturday morning.

History of Hill & Sons, Lucan
Speech Written by
James Cyril Strangman Hill in 1974
I feel it a great honour to be asked to give a
history of Hill & Sons but you must realise
that it may contain errors of both omission
and commission and I am having to rely
entirely on my own memory of facts that
were told to me by my father and other
people who are now no longer with us.
The site on which our factory now stands was
originally used as an iron mill, this fact has
been borne out by clinker we found when
new foundations were being excavated for
building.
The first member of my family in the textile
trade was my great-grandfather William
Strangman Hill (1802-1877) who ran a
woollen mill at Bluebell, Inchicore, where I
think the Nugget factory now stands.
Mr Hill, like a lot of people in the middle of
the 19th Century, used to travel on horseback
and one day he stopped his horse on the
Lucan Bridge and looking around him saw a
notice that the Iron Mill was for sale.
About that time, about
1860, Mr Hill had two
young sons, one of them
was my grandfather, James
William Hill (1847-1927),
whom some of you may
remember as he only died
in 1927; the other son was
named Samuel (1844-1891). James William Hill
Their father felt that if he could buy this site
in Lucan, when they grew up and he got
older one of his sons could look after the
Bluebell Mill and the other one the Lucan
Mill.
So about 1863 a textile mill was started in
Lucan and a few years later my grandfather
was put in charge of it. He lived in a house
called “Greenvale” beside the factory for
about 20 years until “Clanaboy” was built
about 1885 and in fact Greenvale itself was
only demolished about five years ago when
our new offices were built.
My great-grandfather died in 1877 two
months after my father, the second William

Strangman Hill (1876-1968)
was born and the two
brothers James and Samuel
ran Lucan and Bluebell as a
combined firm for the next
14 years.
William Strangman Hill Jnr

In 1891 Samuel died at the early age of 47
years from an injury he received in the
hunting field, his widow (Sarah “Sissie”
Elizabeth Hill nee Russell), who really took
no interest in the business decided to go and
live in England and took with her her young
family.
This was a terrible blow for James who also
had a young family, the eldest being my
father, then aged about 15 years and my
grandfather decided that he could not
possibly look after both mills satisfactorily
and so Bluebell was sold: some of its’
machinery was transferred to Lucan and also
staff, the descendants of some of who are
happily still with us.
My grandfather’s three eldest sons, my father
and his two brothers, Mr Ernest (1882-1923)
and Mr Howard Hill (1885-1967), joined the
business as they left school and college and
they were ably assisted by Mr Sneddon and
his son William. “Willie Sneddon”, as he
was always affectionately known, will be
remembered by many of you as he only
retired in 1953 and died in 1955. Mr
Sneddon Senior retired
in 1934 and left the
Managers’ house where
he had lived and where
my grandfather
originally lived and he
and his son and
daughter went to live in
Chapelizod where he
died in 1940.
Howard Hill
The Great War 1914/18 brought a lot of
business to the firm who were contractors to
the Allied forces and when it was over a
serious recession set in and this culminated in
the one and only serious strike we have ever
had, in 1920, and which lasted about four
months. Apart from this one incident,
relations between management and staff have

always been of the friendliest nature, a fact of
which we are all intensely proud.

re-building operations to modernise both the
Blending and Carding Departments.

Mr Ernest Hill died suddenly in 1923 at the
early age of 40, a loss from which I do not
think my grandfather ever really recovered.

Various further new outbuildings have been
erected since that time including
modernisation of the Weaving, Winding and
Mending Departments and in 1970 the
erection of new warehouses and offices.

Mr Stringer joined the firm in 1935, the
author of this article in 1937
and Mr White in 1938,
while in 1941 Mr Kenneth
Downey (1920-2010),
another grandson of James
William Hill came to us: he
stayed until 1959 when re
resigned and went and
settled in Canada.
Ken Downey
September 1939 brought the Second World
War with all its’ problems and on this
occasion, owing to the Irish neutrality, we
were suppliers of Army uniforms to the Irish
armed forces. So far as we are aware all the
various cloths used were originally designed
in Lucan.
The War was only two months old when we
suffered a disastrous blow when in
November 1939 a fire destroyed our Yarn
Store and Wet Finishing Plant. While any
fire enables re-building to be done in a more
modern way, nevertheless we could ill afford
at that time of growing shortages the loss of
valuable raw materials and plant.
The end of the War in 1945 brought fresh
problems as it was essential to modernise
both in buildings and plant. In 1948 we
added a further extension to the Weaving
Shed and in 1952 completely re-built the
Spinning Shed.
In 1957 Mr Dunlop (no relation to Joyce
Dunlop below) joined the firm and we know
that anybody who knows anything about the
firm will realise that he has certainly made
his mark during the 17 years he has been
with us culminating in his being appointed
Managing Director when Mr Stringer retired
in 1967.
In 1962 we had our second fire when in
January of that year the Carding Room with
five sets of machines was completely
destroyed. Opportunity was taken during the

We are now well in our second century and
every month seems to bring new problems,
but we must go forward or else we will go
back for no business can stand still.
However with the help of our loyal and
devoted staff and provided there are no
political upheavals or any other events
entirely beyond anybody’s control we are
confident that the firm may be able to
continue to serve the community in the future
as it has done in the past.
James “Cyril” Strangman Hill (1912-1999) Author
Article provided by the
Children of Joyce Lilian
Dunlop (nee Hill) and
Daughter of Cyril
Strangman Hill.
Joyce Lilian Hill (19332020) who was the
Half-Sister of James
“Cyril” Strangman Hill
(Author).
James “Cyril” Strangman Hill with his wife, Daffodil, and
Daughter, Heather

Notes attached to article written by Joyce
Dunlop at the beginning of 2020:
This must have been written by Cyril when he
had to give a speech to the workers or for a
magazine. My father (William Strangman Hill
Jnr) was born at “Greenvale”. My Uncle
Howard lived with his unmarried sister, Eileen,
in “Clanaboy” when I was growing up.
Howard followed the hunt and tried to get me
interested! As a child of six I remember the
fire and was frightened to walk past in case the
remaining wall fell on me! I remember them
making the cloth for Air Lingus staff uniform,
they were also famous for blankets. I think
they employed between 200 and 300 workers.
There were two rows of workers cottages
below “Ounavarra” (where I was brought up)
and “Clanaboy”.
(JLD)

