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‘And still they gaz’d and still the wonder grew 

That one small head could carry all he knew’ 
 

My twin grandsons started Big School this week, and Goldsmith’s account of the Village 
Schoolmaster could well have been written about one lad. A walking encyclopaedia, he is an 

authority on everything; the other fellow probably knows as much, but keeps it to himself!  

(I’m wondering if they couldn’t skip primary school altogether.) 
 

Joking aside, these are very interesting days for our school children, 

especially the ones just starting out. Many have the experience of pre-

school behind them, and are just itching to get in and hopefully see some 
of their old friends, and looking forward to meeting their new teachers 

and new friends. There would appear to be very few tears starting school 

these days. 
 

These little four and five-year olds starting out in 2020, have experiences that none of us ever had 

at their age. They know all about the virus, and are very adept at washing or sanitizing their hands. 

Social distancing may prove a bit harder as it is their nature to run and hug people in all their 
excitement. They came home from pre-schools on 12th March, and have missed it so much. All of a 

sudden, they had nowhere to go – not even the playground or supermarket! Nor could they visit 

their grandparents or friends, or visa versa. Thankfully things improved over time, and a bit of 
normality came back into their lives.  

 

A big plus of this virus is that our little people are discovering Ireland, just like years ago when few 
of us could afford to holiday abroad. If only we had the weather – but then, maybe it’s the weather 

that is keeping things from getting too out of hand! 

 

No doubt, there was a little sadness seeing the little people off for their first day, but great joy that 
it was possible for them to do that. The teachers have their work cut out, protecting everyone, and 

all the schools are to be commended for making it all possible. As we entrust all our children to 

them, we hope and pray that all will have a safe and happy experience.  
 

Mary Mulhall 
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Lucan Citizens Information Centre  
www.citizensinformation.ie 
 

The CIC office is closed for personal 

callers until further notice. 
 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, you can find 

comprehensive integrated information online at 

citizensinformation.ie/covid19/ and you can get 

daily updates on what’s changed on Twitter at 

@citizensinfo. You can also get information and 

advice from: The Citizens Information Phone 

Service: Call 0761 07 4000, Monday to Friday, 

9am – 8pm. 
 

Our national call back service: Visit 

citizensinformation.ie/callback to request a phone 

call from an information officer. A limited 

number of appointments are being made in 

Citizens Information Centres offices where social 

distancing can be facilitated. 
 

You can ring 0761 07 5000 and leave a message, 

and an information officer will return your call, or 

you can email Ballyfermot@citinfo.ie and an 

information officer will reply to your email. 

 
 

MABS - Money Advice and Budgeting Service 
If you’re behind in your mortgage payments, you 

may be worried about losing your home. 
 

Talk to your lender. If you can’t - talk to MABS. 
 

MABS now has a dedicated confidential, free, and 

independent mortgage arrears service. 
 

MABS is a one-stop-shop for mortgage debt 

advice and referral. 
 

No matter what your situation is, MABS will help 

you work out the next steps. 
 

Take control of what happens next. 
 

Call MABS today on 0761 07 2000 for 
independent information, advice and referral. 

 

 

Working from home 
People should work from home where it is 

possible to do so during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

On 18 August 2020, the Government announced 

additional public health measures, including that 

people should work from home unless it is 

absolutely essential for them to attend in person. 
Employers will continue to determine what roles 

are required to be done in the workplace and 

therefore which staff must report to their 

workplaces. These measures will remain in place 

until 13 September 2020. 
 

For some employees, this will be a new 

experience although others may be used to 

working from home. You will need a laptop, a 

good internet connection, and a dedicated work 
space. There are many free online tools and 

resources for instant chat and video conferencing. 
 

Employers must ensure the safety, health and 

welfare at work of all their employees. Employees 

also have responsibilities when they are working 

from home. 
 

This document outlines the duties of employers 

and employee responsibilities during home 

working, gives general tips on working from 

home, information on Revenue's e-worker tax 
relief and where you can get further information. 
 

More information on working from home is 

available on the following link: 

https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/employmen

t/employment_rights_and_conditions/health_and_

safety/working_at_home.html 

 

 

 

LUCAN NEWSLETTER 
PLEASE NOTE:  
We are NOT operating from the Newsletter 

Office at the moment, but leave your ads, 

queries or notices in the letter box at St. Mary’s 

Parish Centre, before 10pm on Wednesday 

night, and we’ll collect and look after them.  
 

Alternately email any of the following: 

marylucannewsletter@gmail.com 

annalucannewsletter@gmail.com 

roselucannewsletter@gmail.com 

catherinelucannewsletter@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Lucan Toastmasters 
Are you as quiet as a 

mouse? 

Do you hate speaking in 

public? 

Do you want to make 

new friends? 
 

If so, then Lucan Toastmasters is the place for 

you. 
 

We meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month 
at 7.45 p.m. starting up again in September, and 

currently we meet on Zoom. Admission is free for 

new guests. 
 

Email vpmlucantoastmasters@gmail.com for an 

invitation.  A warm welcome awaits you. 

http://www.citizensinformation.ie/
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Getting Back on Track Financially 
Most of us have some level of debt, but when 
unpaid debt becomes such a burden that it 

prevents you from getting out of bed in the 

morning, brings a sense of dread when answering 

the phone or opening the post, it is time to take 

control of the situation.  
 

The unfortunate reality is that due to the impact of 

COVID-19 many more people in Ireland may be 

struggling to pay their debts having recently lost 

their jobs or struggling to make ends meet on 

reduced incomes. 
 

The effects of problem debt on a person’s 
wellbeing and mental health can be severe and 

can prevent them coming forward for help but 

there is a solution to every debt problem and this 

is where the Insolvency Service of Ireland (ISI) 

can help. 
 

The ISI is the independent government body with 

four debt solutions to help people with all levels 

of problem debt - from credit cards to mortgages.   

It regulates debt advisors called Personal 

Insolvency Practitioners (PIPs). 
 

You could be insolvent if:  

· you can’t pay your bills in full when they 

are due 

· You’re paying a little off each bill trying 

to keep creditors at bay  

· You’ve had calls and letters about 

missed repayments and threats of 

repossession.  
 

If you are insolvent and in arrears on your home 

mortgage you could also be eligible for a free 

consultation with a PIP under the State-funded 
Abhaile Scheme. The purpose of that Scheme is 

to help people in serious arrears to find the best 

available solutions, with the help of professional 

advisors.  The priority will be to find a sustainable 

solution that keeps a person in their home, where 

possible.  
 

For more information visit www.backontrack.ie 

or freetext GETHELP to 50015 for a callback. 

 

 

 

South Dublin Co. Co. on Dumping 
Household Waste 

Collection Services are 

operating and Civic 

Amenity sites are open.  
 

If you witness 

dumping contact 

014149000/wasteregulation@sdublincoco.ie 

Thank you so much 

to all the acts that 
submitted videos for 

our online Virtual 

Fundraiser Concert. 

Over 30 local & 

national acts submitted performances which 

included all genres of music, Local artists 

included The Gospel Choir, The Sea of Change 

Choir, Jane Hackett and a brand new song from 

Mal Touhy of The Riptide Movement. National 

artists included Brian Kennedy & The Pale's 

Matthew Devereux. Over 5,000 people viewed 
the stream and the positivity of their comments 

was heart-warming. So far, we have raised 1,495 

euro and we are very thankful to everyone that 

donated. All the performances on the night are 

still available to view on our Facebook page and 

if you like what you see, you can still donate by 

clicking the link on our website www.liffeysound 

fm.ie.  
 

Stay safe & well, the Liffey Sound team. 
 

www.liffeysoundfm.ie or catch up on Facebook 
 

Liffey Sound 96.4FM- Lucan's Community 

Radio Station!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The dumbest thing I’ve ever purchased is a 

2020 planner! 

Together Apart 
 

This evening, Lord, I’m having a glass of 

bubbles. 

I’m drinking with my family in mind. 

Several seas separate us. 

We’ve been apart since the first 
Lockdown 

when bubbles took on a different 

meaning. 

We’re told not to expect borders 

to reopen any time soon. 

Yes, we are sad, but also hopeful, 

for we know you are with us. 

You sit with me and you sit with my 

family. 

Raise a glass with us tonight. 

Keep us together always,  

but especially, 
while we are apart.  Amen.  

 

Written by Fr Jim Lyons  

 

http://www.backontrack.ie/
mailto:014149000/wasteregulation@sdublincoco.ie
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Parish Notes 
 

St Mary’s, Lucan 
www.lucanparish.com 
 

 

 

Sunday Masses:  Vigil Saturday, 6.30pm, 

8.45am, 9.45am, 11am, 12.15pm and 7pm 
 

Weekday Mass: Monday to Saturday 10am.  

Please note that on Saturday 12th September the 

morning Mass will be at 9am due to 

Confirmations taking place on this date.  
 

All Masses are on a first come, first served basis 

until max of 69 is reached.   This is in 
compliance with Public health regulations.  

The queue will start at the Main Porch door across 

in front of the older stone part of the Church.  

We cannot exceed the 69 person capacity and 

we regret that you may be disappointed if the 

limit has been reached when you arrive at the 

Church.  Please maintain social distancing at all 

times 
 

Please do not congregate to chat after Mass; exit 

in an orderly fashion, observing social distancing 

at all times. 
 

Webcam: All Masses are livestreamed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Confessions: Saturday:   After the 10am (provided 

there is no funeral taking place) and 6.30pm Masses.  
All Confessions are presently held in the Nun’s Chapel.  
Social Distancing must be observed when waiting.  
 

Blessing of graves in Esker Cemetery: At this 

time of the year, the blessing of graves would 

normally take place. Due to Covid 19 this will 

NOT take place publicly, however the priests of 

the parish will bless the graves privately.  
 

Deepest Sympathy to the family and friends  

of  Bill Burke, Beech Park and to the 

husband, family and friends of Nellie Doyle, 

Beech Park.  
May they rest in peace.  

 
 
 

St. Patrick’s 
Esker/Dodsboro/Adamstown 
www.stpatrickslucan.ie 
 

Sunday Masses: Vigil Saturday 7pm, 9am and 

12 noon.   

10.30am family Mass will continue for the 

present as a live broadcast on the parish 

website.   
 

Weekday Mass: Masses on Tuesdays and 

Fridays at 10am. 

All Masses are on a first come, first served basis.  
 

Loud speakers have been erected in the car park 
behind the pastoral centre and also at the entrance 

of the church.  Holy Communion will be brought 

to the cars and those who may be standing at the 

entrance to the church.   

 
 
Divine Mercy, Lucan South 
www.lucansouthparish.net 
 

 

Sunday Masses: Saturday Vigil 6.30pm,  

Sunday 10:30am and 12.15pm  
 

All Masses will be on a first come, first serve 
basis.  Weather permitting we can also sit people 

on chairs in the courtyard by the main doors as we 

have outdoor speakers to allow people to hear and 

open doors to allow people to see the altar. 
  

Weekday Mass:  Monday to Friday 9:15am, 

Saturday 10am.   
  

We need Volunteers:In order to be able to hold 

Masses each day we require stewards to help 

ensure everyone moves safely through the Church 

and follows the guidelines for the safety of all the 
Church users. 

If you are between the ages of 18 and 60 (or 

above if you feel you can safely help) and could 

be in a position to help us out, even if only 

occasionally, please fill out our Volunteer contact 

form on the website or contact the parish office.  
 

Live Streaming:  All Masses will be 

livestreamed  
 

Private Prayer: On week days the Sr. Faustina 

Chapel will be available for a maximum of 5 
people at a time after Mass in the morning until 

11:30 am. For now there will be no access to the 

Church on weekends outside of Mass times. 
 

 
 
 

The wearing of face masks in all public indoor spaces is required by law, please remember to wear 

your face mask when attending Church and to social distance all times. 

Deepest Sympathy 

To Sr Geraldine on the death of her brother 

Ambrose Smith  

in Australia during the week. 

May he rest in peace. 

From all at St Mary’s 

 

http://www.lucanparish.com/
http://www.stpatrickslucan.ie/
http://www.lucansouthparish.net/
https://www.lucansouthparish.net/index.php/volunteers-urgently-needed/
https://www.lucansouthparish.net/index.php/volunteers-urgently-needed/


Below is a message from Archbishop Martin 

and while 4th September is the date, you may 

like to honour the request on another day.   
 

Message to Priests and Parishes from 

Archbishop Martin 

At the General Audience in the Vatican this 

morning, Pope Francis invited the entire Church 

to take part in a Universal Day of Prayer and 

Fasting for the Lebanon to be held on Friday 

next, 4th September. 
  

The event is to draw attention to the current 

situation in the Lebanon after the dramatic 
explosion in Beirut which caused such vast 

destruction and death and the uncertain political 

situation. 
  

Given the short notice for this event, I ask that 

parishes  include a Prayer of the Faithful on 

Friday Masses and perhaps also on Sunday.  I 

include possible texts: 
  

Pope Francis has called on the entire Church to 

pray for the people of the Lebanon after the 

dramatic explosion in Beirut which caused such 

 vast destruction and death: 
  

We remember in our prayers the people of the 

Lebanon especially the people of Beirut tried by 

the devastating effects of the recent explosion.  

May their faith give them courage to start anew 
and rebuild their city in hope and solidarity.  
  

Lord hear us 
  

We pray for all those who exercise political 

leadership at this moment for the suffering of the 

Lebanese people that they will foster 

reconstruction with sincerity and transparency, 

placing the plight of the most vulnerable above all 

other political considerations. 
  

Lord hear us 

  

National Services Day is a day to acknowledge 

and show solidarity with those who work and 

volunteer in emergency and frontline services and 
takes place this Saturday, September 5th.  The 

theme of this year’s celebration is Remembering 

with Dignity.  This year the commemoration takes 

on a new significance with the turmoil of the 

pandemic and we are being asked to remember all 

those who have died from the virus, their grieving 

families, all who became ill from the virus and 

frontline workers. 
  

Due to current restrictions it will only be possible 

to have a small ceremony which will take place in 

Collins Barracks Dublin to mark the occasion.    

The organisers have asked that where possible, 

that Church bells in the Archdiocese ring out at 

exactly 3pm on Saturday,  5th September in 

solidarity with the frontline workers and in 

remembrance of all who suffered from the virus 
as well as priests and all those engaged in 

ministry to the sick and bereaved at this time. 

 Diarmuid Martin 

Wednesday September 2nd 

 

 

Anniversary 
 

Meenan (Pam) 

7th Anniversary – 9th September 
The years may pass but still you stay 

As near and dear as yesterday.  
 

Love always, John, Anna, Claire and family.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Anam Cara South 

Dublin are 
delighted to 

announce that our 

Face to Face 

meetings are 

resuming this September. Anam Cara will be 

adhering to all guidelines in accordance with 

recommendations issued by the government.  

This time spent in lockdown will have had untold 

effects on bereaved parents and even more so on 

newly bereaved parents who lost a child during 

this global pandemic. 
 Anam Cara South Dublin, is holding it's 

monthly Parent Evening for bereaved parents on 

Monday 14th September at 7:20pm in the 

Maldron Hotel, Whitestown Way, Tallaght. 

This event is free and open to all bereaved parents 

regardless of the age your child died, the 

circumstances of their death, or whether their 

death was recent or not.  

(subject to change in accordance with 

government guidelines).  

Medjugorje Mass 
St. Mary’s Lucan 

 

Monday 7th  September @ 6.30pm 

Rosary and Divine Mercy @ 6.00pm 

On  Line : lucanparish.com 
 

If you want a seat at the Mass contact 

Pat & Phil 087  223 8911 

http://lucanparish.com/


 

 
 

 

 

 

Lucan Tidy Towns Recent Works: 
Our attention was drawn to the footpath on 

Chapel Hill going towards the steps leading up to 

the church car park. In deference to our students 

making their return to school and also to our 
parishioners heading for Mass, some of our team 

put their energies into a major tidy up of this area. 

Much clipping, weeding, sweeping etc was 

carried out over two sessions.  Clearly there's not 

much room here for social distancing but at least 

now one can walk in comfort and safety to 

their destination.  

 

 

Before                                  After 

 

Meanwhile, down at Sarsfield Park, another group 

tackled the flower bed and surrounds at the stone 

seat. One might be forgiven for assuming that 

people were praying here as they took to their 
hands and knees to remove weeds from the 

cobblelock. And sure indeed, maybe a few 

prayers were said! The result of their efforts is 

there to be seen.  

 

Yet again, another member took to working on 
the Ardeevin flowerbed which continues to 

flourish but obviously requires a lot of 

maintenance. 

 

Additionally, on the same evening some more 

members continued the work of maintaining our 

newly developed area known to us as 'the strip' 

i.e. the long bed heading down the main road 

from the layby to the village. Sad to say that some 

plants have a habit of disappearing from this area, 

including in recent times. This area has been 
invested in with much time, energy and interest 

by those of our group who initiated its 

development. The fruits of their work are obvious 

in the lovely colourful display of flowers to be 

seen as you walk or drive by.  
 

We would please encourage all to leave for 

everyone to admire and appreciate, and keep a 

weather eye out for those who have different 

ideas. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reflections 

And as I hold your hand on a stormy night, 

In a room full of crying relatives, 

I allow my mind to drift back to that fateful 

day, 

When you set a new national record, 

Clearing garden fences like a seasoned 

athlete, 

After news of the accident invaded Rita’s 

kitchen, 

The older sister who lived a stone’s throw 

away; 

I had been playing in a field next to Carroll’s 

Butchers, 

And as I scaled a ten-foot wall, 

I dislodged a massive stone, 

That gouged out a large chunk of flesh below 

my knee, 

The gaping hole resembling an active 

volcano; 

Jumping to my feet I legged it home, 

To the safety of maternal arms; 

Not to worry, mammy will put a plaster on it; 

There’ll be no need to go to hospital; 

Now my puppy eyes pleaded with you, 

But we both knew that the blood and guts, 

Required moulding and stitching; 

And it was you stroking my hand, 

As two strapping nurses held me down, 

While a doctor dragged a needle and catgut, 

Through the ugly wound; 

Sewing done we returned home, 

The patient feeling a wee bit sorry for 

himself; 

But I knew you’d be there for me, 

Like an old mother hen, 

Because you were my mammy, 

With the kind heart and gentle soul; 

And now here in the Mater, 

In a dimly lit room, 

With the machines going hammer and tongs, 

I never felt so helpless; 

There’s so much to say, 

But I need you alone, 

And they’re queuing at the bedside; 

I can’t even give you a farewell fag; 

Cigarettes and oxygen make strange 

bedfellows; 

Then you raise my hand towards your face, 

Place my finger between your lips, 

And after sucking on it gently, 

You blow out contentedly, 

The smoke existing only in our imaginations; 

And as you smile emotions stir, 

It could be you walking to Toolan’s, 

With a Rothmans in your hand, 

Escaping the chaos at home, 

As Bob reaches for wallpaper paste, 

And a damp tea cloth; 

And I remember thinking, 

What I’d give to be back in Sarsfield Park, 

With you and dad, 

Sitting by the fireside, 

Next to Smokey and Rex, 

Watching an episode of the Riordans; 

What I’d give to skip up the path, 

Charge through the front door and ask, 

‘What’s for tea tonight mammy?’ 

 

By John Kelly 



Good Luck to all the 

Leaving Cert Students who 
will be receiving their results 

in the coming days. We hope 

all are happy with the 

outcome in these very 

strange times. 
 

 

Our thoughts and good wishes are with all the 

pupils and staff of all the schools, as they cope in 

these uncertain times. A tremenduous effort has 

gone in to organising things! 

 
Can you believe we are into Autumn already! 

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness…… 
 

 

Basil Brush and family enjoyed the autumn 

sunshine in a local garden! 
 

Good Luck also to Sarsfields Hurlers who take 

on Cuala in a semi-final this weekend. Hopefully 

they’ll get through to the final! They surprised 

many outsiders by getting this far. 
 

Liffey Descent: We understand that a smaller 

version of the annual marathon will take place 

next Saturday 12th September. Keep an eye on 

their website https://liffeydescent.ie/ for further 

updates. Hopefully, we’ll have a bit of a spectacle 

to look forward to! 
 

Have you noticed all the ‘rooftop gardens’ 

around Lucan these days? Thanks to all the rain, 

many gutters are producing great floral displays. 

Lots of work coming up for gutter cleaners! 
 

Storm Names: This year’s list has been published 

by the Met Office - Aiden, Bella, Christoph, 

Darcy, Evert, Fleur, Gavin, Heulwen, Iain, Julia, 

Klaas, Lilah, Minne, Naia, Oscar, Phoebe, Ravi, 

Saidhbhín, Tobias, Veronica, Wilson. 

Some very fancy ones in there! Let’s hope we 

never get to meet Wilson! 
 

Ireland take on Bulgaria as we go to press this 

Thursday! Oh for those heady days of the late 80s 

and early 90s. Good luck to the new manager, 

Stephen Kenny! 

The Highlanders are back in St. Catherines! 

 

Plenty of feeding for them in this vast area. Bring 

the kiddies along to see them! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A postcard scene of the watchful heron! 
 

Thanks to all the readers who sent in photos! 

Answers to last week’s picture quiz  
 

Top L-R: St. Patrick’s Church, St. 

Andrew’s Church, The Orchard Bell, 
Lucan Garda Station. 

Middle L-R: St. Mary’s Church, Lucan 

Presbyterian Church, St. Eds Eagle, 

Dodsboro VR Postbox. 

Bottom L-R: Old Celbridge Road, Lucan 

Methodist Church, Lucan House 

entrance, Dodsboro Marian Shrine.  

 

https://liffeydescent.ie/


T H E   T O W N 
Check out Lucan's very own Blain Curtis on 

Spotify and all other streaming platforms Blain 

who hails from Hillcrest Green, Lucan is 

currently based in Boston and has just released his 

first original single on 28th August  The Town.   

 

Blain a past pupil 

of Lucan BNS, 
Colaiste Phádraig 

and a Graduate of 

Maynooth 

College  has 

Fronted  as  lead 

Vocalist and 

guitarist in  the 

Famous Raglan 

Roots House 

Band in Disney 

Springs, Florida for the past 3 and a half years.   
He has also gigged at venues in New York City  

and  in Temple Bar when home.   
 

Good Luck Blain, from your home Town.   

The day 20,000 people 
converged on Lucan - 1842 

 

Extracts from The Dublin Journal of 

Temperance, Science & Literature (June 11th, 

1842). 
 

It is with feelings of no inconsiderable pleasure, 

we present our readers with an accurate report of 

the interesting proceedings at Lucan, on last 

Sunday, when that delightful suburban locality 

was honoured by a visit from the moral 

regenerator of his country. From an early hour 

might be seen wending their way from the 

metropolis, as well as from the adjacent country, 

thousands of the disciples and friends of 

temperance; and it was truly gratifying to observe 

the order, the decorum and the substantial 
comfort, which their appearance, as well as that 

of their families, indicated.   
  

No argument could be more powerful than the 

sight of 20,000 persons, congregated under the 

broad canopy of heaven, each bearing the marks 

of personal comfort and self-respect; and all, 

eager to catch the parental advice tendered by 

him whose name and labours now form a portion 

of history.  
 

The Rev. Theobald Mathew, of Cork, arrived 

about 12 o'clock, 
accompanied by the 

Very Rev. Mr. 

Murphy, of Dublin. 

His presence was the 

signal for a grateful 

shout of hearty 

welcome, followed up 

by the enlivening 

strains of the several 

bands, who played 

with a skill and 
execution which reflects the highest credit on the 

musical taste of our countrymen: and if it be (as 

it is reported) the intention of Mainsier, the 

celebrated composer and professor of the 

simultaneous system of singing, to visit this 

country, he will find in the musical and poetic 

taste, for which our country is proverbial, an 

ample field for the successful prosecution of a 

system, as simple as it is magnificent.   
  

 

THE BANDS ON THE DAY  
Amongst the bands present, we noticed the very 

rev. gentleman's own and, in their superb 

uniform; the Trim Band, headed by their 

president, the Rev. Mr. Halligan; the Lucan 

Band; the Clondalkin Band;    over……… 



Continued……. 

the Chapelizod Band; the Porterstown Band; 
the Chapelizod Juvenile Band; and the 

Maynooth Band, drawn in a triumphal car, with 

six horses, belonging to His Grace the duke of 

Leinster.  
 

The very rev. gentleman proceeded at two o'clock 

to the chapel, where he delivered a powerful and 

impressive discourse in aid of its funds. It is to the 

zealous and untiring exertions of the Rev. Mr. 

Kelly, the respected pastor of Lucan, its 

inhabitants are indebted for the erection of this 

very beautiful edifice.   
 

Independent of the sacred purposes of religion to 

which it is devote, its chaste and simple 

architectural beauty adds much to the appearance 

of that delightful locality, and reflects great credit 

on the refined and cultivated taste of the rev. 

gentleman under whose auspices it is now nearly 

completed.  
  

We are happy to learn that the appeal made on 

Sunday last has been eminently successful, as the 

amount received has exceeded the most sanguine 
expectations of the rev. gentleman and his 

parishioners. Amongst the collectors we noticed, 

with feelings of extreme pleasure, the most 

influential and respectable gentlemen of the 

locality, who engaged in the cause of Christian 

Charity, nobly merged all minor differences.  
 

Immediately after the sermon, the very rev. 

gentleman proceeded to a meadow adjoining the 

chapel, in which a commodious platform had 

been erected. It was now anxiety seemed at its 

height. On the apostle of temperance making his 
appearance amongst the honest frieze coats, a 

shout burst forth for several minutes, prolonged 

by the reverberating echoes of the beautiful valley 

beneath; but the signal for silence being given by 

the rev. gentleman holding up his hand, all were 

again silent, not a word could be heard, not a 

breath seemed to pervade the vast multitude 

which, to those in the habit of viewing such 

meetings presented a sublime spectacle.   

 

 

Picture the scene…….  
We know from our local history that while 

building commenced in 1835, St. Mary's did 
not have a roof at the time Fr. Mathew came 

to Lucan. This event turned out to be a very 
successful fund-raiser according to the above 

report.   
  

The road outside the church – the first Lucan 

bypass – was new, building commencing on it in 

1839. Hence the old steps leading up from Chapel 

Hill across the present car park to the church.  
  

Schools did not appear on the scene until 1864, 

and it would be 1867 before the Presentation 

Convent was founded. St. Mary's was surrounded 

by nothing more than farmland in 1842.   
 

The following is parts of the rev. gentleman's 

address, previous to administering the pledge:  

He said he felt inexpressible pleasure in having 

that opportunity of meeting so many of his 

friends. He knew that a great portion of those 

who were then around him were as good 
teetotallers as any in existence, and that his 

observations could make no improvement in 

them; but if he could confirm some of those who 

were lukewarm, or cause any additional 

individuals to take the pledge, he would consider 

the trouble of coming amongst them amply 

repaid. He then referred to the blessings conferred 

on the country by temperance. Crime and vice 

had been banished from the face of the land, and 

peace and harmony established in their place. 

Intoxicating has been the fruitful source of all the 

wickedness and misery which had so long existed 
amongst our people. Ireland was acknowledged to 

be among the poorest countries on the earth, and 

yet no less than eight millions of money were 

annually wasted in it on the consumption of 

intoxicating liquors. That money would now 

remain with the people, and thus, through the 

progress of temperance, they would become from 

the poorest, the most prosperous nation in the 

world, and they would be possessed of funds 

abundantly sufficient to establish domestic 

manufactures, and to develop all the resources of 
the country.   
  

The temperance society now contained nearly 

five million of members, and he would make bold 

to assert, that a more moral body of persons did 

not exist in the whole of the Christian world. The 

eyes of mankind were upon them – the foul 

stigma of intoxication, so long fixed on the Irish 

people – that made their country a bye-word 

amongst the nations of the earth, - was removed, 

and she was not, on the contrary, the admiration 

of the world.   
 

  

TWO RULES  
They were all probably well aware already of 

what the total abstinence pledge consists. There 

were but two general rules to be attended to in 

their society.   

 

 

Over……….. 



Continued……. 

 The first was to abstain from all intoxicating 
drinks, and these included all those deleterious 

draughts – those snares of Satan called teetotal 

cordials – raspberry vinegar, ginger cordials, and 

such compounds, which were all composed of the 

worst kind of whiskey, and the most deleterious 

drugs. Much as he abhorred a man who drank 

alcohol, after taking the pledge, he considered the 

teetotaller who drank these cordials to be still 

worse – for, while the former was a base pledge-

breaker, the latter, who drank the cordials, was 

not only a base pledge-breaker, but he was also a 
hypocrite.   
  

The second rule was that they should, as 

teetotallers, abstain from all political and 

religious controversies. He did not want any man 

to refrain from exercising his opinions on 

political matters, but he objected to his doing so 

as a member of a society which included persons 

of every religious and political belief. It had been 

said that teetotallers would answer very well for 

the ardent spirit of the people of the south and 

west of Ireland, but that when he went to the cold 
calculating north he would not get them to join 

him with anything like the same enthusiasm; and 

yet, from the time that he unfurled the pure and 

spotless banner of temperance on the plains of 

cava, his progress through Ulster had been one 

continued triumph, as complete as in any part of 

Munster or Connaught.   
 

The Rev. Mr. Mathew said, that on arriving in 

Dublin, on the preceding day, he was informed by 

a clergyman, to his great sorrow that some 

emissaries of Ribbon societies, after having failed 
to establish themselves in the country districts, 

had come to Dublin, and were endeavouring, by 

visiting the coffee houses, to get the teetotallers to 

join in Ribbon or mutual protection societies. His 

blood curled within his veins when he heard the 

announcement, and he then wished to caution 

those who heard him to heed not such men, but to 

bring them at once before the next clergyman or 

the magistrates, for otherwise, they might be 

assured, that these bloodthirsty villains would sell 

them as soon as they had their names entered, in 

order that they might be able to go to a foreign 
land to riot on the price of the blood of their 

victims.   

 

 

TAKING THE PLEDGE  
He then called on all who wished to take the 

pledge, and all who had violated their former 

pledge by drinking teetotal cordials to kneel 

down. The immense multitude nearly all fell on 

their knees and received the pledge.   
The rev. gentleman said he had, in administering 

the pledge, purposely avoided adding the words 

"except for medical purposes," as he had head of 

many instances in which teetotallers were in the 

habit of keeping a doctor's certificate in their 

pockets, and then drinking wine at table. He cared 

not what was put into a prescription at an 

apothecary's shop; but he could never consent 

that persons perfectly healthy should go with their 

prescriptions to the wine-merchant or the tavern. 

He then proceeded to mark every individual who 
had received the pledge with the sign of the cross. 

Some smaller batches were afterwards received. 

The Rev. Mr. Mathew announced that he would 

attend in the same place on the next day 

(Monday) to administer the pledge to as many as 

could not attend on Sunday.   
 

 (From Lucan Newsletter Archives) 

 

 

 
Spotted the above on a Garda tweet! 

 
 

If I had only known in March it would be 

my last time in a restaurant, I would have 

ordered dessert! 
 

Keep in mind, even during a pandemic, no 

matter how much chocolate you eat, your 

earrings will still fit! 



Political Notes 
 

Cllr. Shane Moynihan – Fianna Fáil 
Email: smoynihan@cllrs.sdublincoco.ie  

Ph: 087 7840898  

facebook.com/cllrshanemoynihan  

Twitter: @shanemoynihan  

Instagram: cllrshanemoynihan  

County Development Plan:  

The process of preparing the County 

Development Plan for the next 6 years for South 

Dublin County is now underway. The first phase 
is to identify the strategic issues facing the 

County Council in developing the plan. The next 

public information webinar is on 16th September 

and this phase of consultation closes on 

28th September.  

Contact me if you would like to know more, or 

visit https://www.sdcc.ie/en/devplan2022/. 
Parking Bye-Laws Consultation:  

Don’t forget that the consultation on parking bye-

laws closes to public submissions on Friday 

11th September. Make sure your voice is heard 
and make a submission 

at https://consult.sdublincoco.ie/en/consultation/dr

aft-control-parking-bye-laws-2020.   

Ádh mór: Best of luck to all Leaving Cert, 

Leaving Cert Applied and Leaving Cert 

Vocational students who are receiving their 

results in the week ahead.  

 

Emer Higgins TD, Fine Gael 
 

Ph: 01 4013416 

emer.higgins@oireachtas.ie 

The Orchard, Lucan 

Grants for Third Level Students: 

Third level students will benefit from €15m fund 
to help access laptops .16, 700 students will be 

able to access laptops and other such devices 

through this scheme which supports remote 

learning. It will ensure they can keep up to date 

with their studies in our new world.  The devices 

will be distributed through targeted lending 

schemes run by the institutions. 

An additional €10 million for access supports is 

also being announced. Students in higher 

education institutions experiencing exceptional 

financial need can apply for support via their local 

access office. 
Proposed changes to Parking Bye Laws 

Last chance to have your say and save the 30 

Minutes Free Parking and avoid Saturday changes 

in Lucan Village. Go 

to https://consult.sdublincoco.ie/en/consultation/d

raft-control-parking-bye-laws-2020 

to register and make a submission on this. 

Cllr. Ed O’Brien – Fianna Fáil  
8A The Village Centre, Lucan.  

Ph. 087 7997609 
E mail: eobrien@cllrs.sdublincoco.ie 
@EdOBrien1   

Facebook./edobrienlucan 

Mayor of South Dublin 

Griffeen Community College: 

I have received correspondence from the Minister 

for Education confirming that approval has been 

given for construction of temporary buildings to 
house the school and that pre-planning meetings 

have been held with the SDCC in relation to 

construction of the permanent school building. I 

will continue to liaise with the Minister in relation 

to this matter.  

School Re-opening: 

I would like to congratulate all schools in the 

Lucan area on the successful re-opening this 

week. It was evident from my visit to a number of 

schools the huge effort that has been put in by 

school principals and staff to ensure the safe re-

opening. I have contacted all schools to offer my 
support over the coming months.  

 

 

 

 

 

Lucan Library 
 

Music Tech Camp for Teens 
4 week course for ages 14+. Free 
Work on you own samples. Learn to mix, master 

and produce laptop or PC is all you need.  

Beginning on Tuesday 22nd September, on sale 

11th September at 9.00am.  
 

About this Event.  

This exciting and interactive series is designed to 

teach young people the basics of mixing and 

mastering music and help develop their creativity. 

A knowledge of music is not necessary, a lively 

interest and a laptop or PC is all you need. 

Participants will be provided with free samples to 
work on and the necessary software. Each week 

via Zoom, they will be instructed and given 

advice and tips by a qualified studio engineer 

Matt Winston.  

Matt will work with kids to show them how to 

build up their tracks, record instruments, set up a 

home studio and arrange their samples.  

Please Note:  You are booking 1 ticket for all 4 

workshops. 

A valid email address is required to register for 

this event. Your email address will be forwarded 
to the facilitator who will send you on the Zoom 

codes for the live workshop. 

mailto:smoynihan@cllrs.sdublincoco.ie
http://facebook.com/cllrshanemoynihan
https://www.sdcc.ie/en/devplan2022/
https://consult.sdublincoco.ie/en/consultation/draft-control-parking-bye-laws-2020
https://consult.sdublincoco.ie/en/consultation/draft-control-parking-bye-laws-2020
tel:014013416
mailto:emer.higgins@oireachtas.ie
https://consult.sdublincoco.ie/en/consultation/draft-control-parking-bye-laws-2020
https://consult.sdublincoco.ie/en/consultation/draft-control-parking-bye-laws-2020
mailto:eobrien@cllrs.sdublincoco.ie
http://www.facebook.com/edobrienlucan


Did I read that sign right? 
 

In the Office: 

Toilet out of order …Please use floor below 
 

In the Laundromat: 

Automatic washing machines: 

Please remove all your clothes when the light 

goes out. 
 

In a London department store: 

Bargain basement upstairs. 
 

In the Office:  

Would the person who took the step ladder 

yesterday please bring it back or further steps will 

be taken.  
: 

In the Office: 

After tea break staff should empty the teapot and 

stand upside down on the draining board. 
 

Outside a second-hand shop: 

We exchange anything – bicycles, washing 

machines, etc. why not bring your wife along and 

get a wonderful bargain? 
 

Notice in health food shop window: 

Closed due to illness 
 

Spotted in a safari park: 

Elephants please stay in your car. 
 

Seen during a conference: 

For anyone who has children and doesn’t know it, 

there is a day care on the 1st floor. 
 

Notice in farmer’s field: 

The farmer allows walkers to cross the field for 

free, but the bull charges.  
 

On a repair shop door: 

We can repair anything. (Please knock hard on the 

door – the bell doesn’t work). 

 

 

National Library of Ireland 
Yeats: The life and works of William Butler 
Yeats Join us on Culture Night and enjoy all at 

the exhibition of Yeats, the life and works of 

William Butler Yeats has to offer. On Friday 18th 

September at 17.00.  
 

About this Event: 

Join us at the National Library of Ireland (7 

Kildare Street) on Culture Night and enjoy all that 

the exhibition Yeats: the life and works of 

William Butler Yeats has to offer. Listen to 

rerecording’s of some of his best loved poems as 

you enter the exhibition and discover the man and 
his interests – folklore, politics, the occult, 

literature, Ireland – and his influence on Irish 

culture identity. The exhibition draws in the 

NLI’s Yeats collection which was donated to the 

library by the Yeats family over many years. 
 

Due to the public guidelines the visit will be of 30 

minutes duration and to make the most of your 

visit we have selected highlights which are 

numbered as you go around the exhibition. 
 

Social distancing measures will be implemented 

for the duration of your visit. Please wear a face 
mask. Hand sanitizer stations are available for 

visitors and staff.  

 

The Paradoxical Commandments 
 

People are often unreasonable, irrational, and self-

centred. 

Forgive them anyway. 
 

If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, 

Be kind anyway. 
 

If you are successful you will win some unfaithful 
friends and some genuine enemies.  

Succeed anyway. 
 

What you spend years creating, others could 

destroy overnight.  

Create anyway 
 

If you find serenity and happiness, some may 

be jealous. 

Be happy anyway. 
 

The good you do today, may be forgotten by 

them tomorrow. 
Be good anyway. 
 

Give the best you have, and it may never be 

enough. 

Give your best anyway. 
 

In the final analysis, it was never between 

you and them anyway. Mother Teresa.  

 



Sunday 6th September will be a busy day for 

Lucan Sarsfields Hurling, the Seniors face Cuala 

at Parnell Park in the county Semi-Final, the 

Junior A and Junior B Hurlers also have semi-

finals against Realt Dearg and Faughs, while the 

Junior C’s continue their group stage 

championship campaign against Ballyboden. 
 

Last week it was two out of three for the 

Minor hurling teams, A’s defeated by 

Kilmacud, B’s 1 point victory over BBSE, 

and C’s by 3 points over St Patricks. 

 

In football, the Intermediates fell in the all-

county Championship quarterfinal to Kilmacud 

Crokes, and the Seniors lost to Clontarf in the 

cup. The three minor teams continue 

Championship and Cup group stages this 

weekend. 
 

Our Ladies Football Intermediates were beaten 

by Clann Mhuire in the Shield final, and the 

Juniors by Beann Eadair in the F Championship 

Final Both Minor A and B were unsuccessful 

their first round Championship games on 

Monday, while the C’s await to start. 

 

Camogie Intermediates and both Junior teams, 

all enjoyed a successful week, while the Seniors 

were beaten by St Jude’s. 
 

At Juvenile Level, the Ladies Football Feile 

commenced on Friday 28th, and the Boys, Féile 

Peil na nÓg began on Saturday. There was plenty 

of other action across all the other age groups, full 

details on the website. 

 

The August edition of the GAA Club 

Newsletter is now available, see the link on the 

website. Dublin GAA have posted that CCC1 

games involving U8 to U11 teams will not now 
commence their fixtures until Saturday 19th 

September in line with Government Covid-19 

guidelines. 

 

The Camogie Association have confirmed that 

the intercounty championships are set to 

commence on the weekend of 17/18 October, 

with the All-Ireland finals taking place in Croke 

Park on December 12 th .Trial rules and some 

modified ones remain in place, please see the link 

on the club website for more information. 

 

Sponsorship Opportunities 

Each week the Clubs lotto draw is sponsored by a 

local business. The weekly sponsors name is 

highlighted on all communications and 

publications associated with the lotto, including 

the lotto tickets, results sheets, club notes, club 

website, social media, and local media. 
 

The sponsorship rates are as follows: 1 week-€50, 

2 weeks-€90, 4 weeks-€150, 6 weeks-€200. 

If you have, or are involved in, a local business 

and would like to build an association with Lucan 

Sarsfields GAA Club through sponsoring the 
Lotto, we would be delighted to hear from you. 

Please contact Seamus Clandillon at 087 

2189960. 

 

Lucan Sarsfields Golf Society’s next outing is in 

fabulous Luttrellstown GC on Sat 12 Sept. Tee is 

booked from 11.40am to 1.10pm, play in 4-balls. 

Timesheet is now open. Please contact Seamus 

Fagan at 086 8168984 to book your preferred tee-

time. 

 
The 12th Lock Café opening hours 6-9pm 

Monday to Friday and 9:30am to 1:30pm on 

Saturday. These times may change in line with 

Covid-19 guidelines. 

 

Club Shop opening hours: Thursday, 7:30-

8.30pm and Saturdays 10am-1pm. 

 

Lucan Sarsfields GAA Club Lotto Jackpot 

€3400. 

There was no winner of the €3000 Lotto Jackpot 

Sponsored by O’Grady Hearing Care Services 
held on 27th August 2020, the numbers drawn 

were 12, 13, 16, and 23. 

The next draw will be for €3400 is sponsored by 

Fergal McCarthy Painter and Decorator, and will 

be streamed ‘Live’ on our Facebook Page on 

Thursday 3rd September.  

The lucky dip winners of €30 each 

are: Joe & Alice Whyte, Busby, Séan & 

Sandra, Sinéad O’Neill, and Don 

Dardis. 

You can enter the draw by clicking 
http://bit.ly/LucanSarsfieldsClubLotto 

before 6pm on Thursday. 

 

Lucan Sarsfields GAA Club Notes is moving 

back to Tuesdays from next week to coincide with 

the return of the local newspapers!! If you have 

Match reports and articles for inclusion, please 

email them to lucansarsfieldspro@gmail.com 

before 9pm on Monday Evening 

 



St. Mary’s Camera Soirée 
 
Well this week some members of our 

Camera Group have been getting up 

bright and early to photograph the 

sunrise which according to my 

weather app. is at about 6.30am these 

mornings.  How the days are getting 

shorter already.  Sunset is already at 

about 8pm.   Only a month ago we 

had two extra hours of daylight.   

 

Apart from photographing the 

sunrise, a very difficult task, 
members have also been getting 

about a bit with photos taken in 

places as far apart as Westmeath and 

Wexford.   

 

 

 

 

A recent development in the group is the admitted 

use of the cameras in their mobile phones.  It is 

amazing how much “photoshopping” one can do 

to a photograph using the edit function on the 

mobile phone’s camera and the end results can be 
quite good.  The revelation on the part of some of 

the members that the photos submitted were taken 

with mobile phones sparked off a lively 

discussion on the merits of a camera versus the 

“unmentionable”.   One member in particular 

insisted that you can’t beat the fun of using the 

manual setting on a “real” camera and seeing the 

result, a view with which I agree even though I 

was one of those submitting some photos taken 

with the phone. 

 

We hope you enjoy this week’s selection of 
photos and until the next time stay safe.  


